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rm DEsiGM 


A, mEATlS^ 

to» 

THE PLANTI5 OF INDIA. 

BY THE PRESIDENT. 


The greateft, if not the only, obflacle to the 
progrefs of knowledge in thefe provinces, ’ex- 
cept in thofe branches of it, Syhieh belong im- 
mediately* jto our ftveral profeSfitins, is our want 
of leifure for geng'al refeah-hes ; and'Ss Archi- 
medes, who was happily mafter* of hh time, 
had not fpace enopgh to ihove the greateft 
weight with die fmalleft force, thus we, who 
4iave«ample fpace for odr inquiries, really want 
time for the ^urfuit of them. “ Give me ia 
“ placeto ftai\^ on, faid the great mathematician, 
and I w^ll move the'whole^Lth Give us 

m 

time, we may fay, for our invejligat}ons^ and 
we will transfer /^.Europe all Jciences^ arts, 
'and literature of Afia. Nol to have defpair- 
“ cd,” Imwever, was thought degree* of naerit 

'"voL. III. B 



2 THE DESIGN OF A TREAipSE 

in the *Roman general, even tittup he was 
defeated ; and, having fchi^e hopre, that others 
may occalionally find .m<re leiture^ than it will 
ever, at leaft in this country, be jny lot to enjoy, 
I take the liberty 40 propofck a;wQrk, frono^ which 
very curious information! poflibly very, 
folid advantage, may be Medved. 

Sorne hundreds of j)lants, whicTi^are yat im- 
perfeAly known to European liotanifts, and 
with the virtues of which they are wholly un- 
acquainted, grow wild on the plains and in the 
forefts of InZta: the jimarcojhy an excellent 
"vocabulary of the Sanfcrit language, contains in 
one chapter the names of about three hundred 
me(Iicinal vegetables ; the Medim may com- 
prife many mory; and the'Dravydihidhana, or 
Didiionary of Natural Proifudiions., mcludes, I 
believe, a far greatef^umber • the properties of 
W'hich are diftintliy related in m^ical tradls of 
approved authority. Now the firft ftep, in 
compiling a treatife on the plants of India, 
fltovld be to write their, true names in Romatf 
letters, according to the molt ^lccusate ortho- 
graphy, and Sanfcrit preferably *to any 
vulgar dialed ; becaufe* a learned language is 
fixe^ in* books, ^while popular idioms are 'in 
conftant fiuduation, afid wilt not, perhaps, be^ 
underftopd a century h^ce by the inhabitants 
of t^efe Indian territories, whom future botanifts 
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may confolt vpn the common appeHatzons of 
trees and nowers: the childiKh denomiijations 
of plants from the perfbns, who firft defcribed 
them, ought wholly to be rej^ded ; for Cham^ 
paca add Hinna fecm to m^* not only more 
.elegant, but ftr properer, defignations of an. 
Indian and an Arabian plant, than Michelid and 
Lawfonia^ nor can I .fee without pain, that 
the great Swedijh botanift confidered it as the 
fupreme and only reward of labour in this part of 
natural hiftory, to preferve a name by hanging 
it on a bloflbm, and that he declared this mode 
of promoting and adorning botany, worthy ot" 
being continued with holy reverence^ though fo 
.hi^h an honour, he fays, ought to be conferred 
with chajli referve^' and not * pjrojii tut ed for the 
purpofe of^onciliating the ^od wtll^ or eterjiizing 
the memory^ of any but his chofen fojfowers-y no^ 
not even of faints : his lift of an"' hundred and 
fifty fucli names ckarly fliows, that his exceb 
lent works are 'the true bafts of his juft celebrity, 
•which would have been feebly fiipported by 
the ftalk of th^ hinneea. From jw^hat prope!r 
name £he Plantain is cdXXeA ^ ufa^ I do not 
know but it feems t6 be the Dutch pronun- 
ciation of the Arabic k word for' that Teget,able, 
and ought not, therefore?, to ha'\te appeared in 
his lift, though, in my* opinion, it is the only 
national name in the mufter*rolh As to^the 
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fyfiem cf Linn^us, It is the fyft^ of Nature, 
fubordinate indeed to the b^autifut arrangement 
of natural orderly of wKich lie has given a 
rough .iketch, and' which may hereafter, per- 
haps, be completed : but . the diftributron of 
vegetables into claffes^ according fo the number, 
length, and pofition of the ftamens and piftils, 
and of thofe clajfes into kinds and fpecies^ ac- 
cording to certain marks of difcrimination, will 
ever be found the cleareft and moft convenient 
of methodt, and fhould therefore be ftudioufly. 
obferved in the work, which 1 now fuggeft ; but 
I’muft be forgiven, if I propofe to reject the 
Linnean appellations of the twenty-four clajfes^ 
becaufe, although they appear to be Greek, (and, 
if they really were fo, that alone "might be 
thought a fufiicieht objeftion) yet in truth they 
aye not G reeky nor even formed by analogy to 
the lan^age bi 'Grecians for Poly games , Mo- 
naitdroty and the reft of that forjn, are both 
mafculine and feminine ; Polyaftdria, in the 
abftraft, never occurs, and Polyandrion means 
a jpuhlick ceipitery ; dicecia and diaecus are not 
found in books of authority; aor, if they 
were, would they be derited from dis, bui; from 
dia, which would include the triacia ; let rAe 
addi that the twelfth ahd thirteenth claftes are 
ill diftinguifhed .% thek appellations, inde- 
pendently of other exceptions to them, fmce 
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the real dii^inl^ion beween them con^^ftff not fo 
much in the nitmher of their ftamens, a8.in the 
place, where* they ar^ iqferted j and that the 
fourteenth and fifteenth are ndt more accurately 
difcrinfmated by tw* words ^rmed in defiance 
.of grammatical analogy, fince thei^e are but 
tvoo powerj, or two Jiverfities of length, in each 
of thofe claffes. Calycopolyandros mighj:, per- 
haps, not inaccurately denote a ■ flower of the 
tmelfth clafs ; but fuch a compound would ftill 
favour of barbarifm or pedantry ; artd the beft 
way to amend fuch a fyftem of words is to 
efface it, and fupply its place by a more Ample 
nomenclature, which may ealily be found. 
.J^merals may be ufed for the eleven firft claffes, 
the former 'of two^ ’numbers Ving always ap- 
propriated to the fiamen^&xxi. the l^ter, to the 
pijlils: fhort phrafes, as, on the calyx or calice, in 
the receptacle^Jwo long, four lorlg,* from one bafe, 
from two, or many, i>ajes, with anthefs conneSfed, 
on the ptfiils, id two firwers, in two difiinB plants, 
*mixed, concealed, or the like, will anfwer every 
purpofe of difsrimination ; but I «do not offer 
this as a gerfeft fubftijute for.$^ words, which 
I condemn. The allegory of fexespn^ nuptials, 
' even if it were complete, ought, I thhik, to be 
^difcarded, as unb&oming the gravity of jnen, 
who, while they fcarch* for t/uth, have.no bufi.i. 
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nefs to 'inflame their imagifiatiohfe ; ^nd, while 
they profefs to give defcriptions', have nothing 
to do with metaphors : few paiTa^es in Aloiftay 
the mdft impudent book ever corapofed by 
man, are moreWantonl)! indecenf than the 
hundred-forty-fixth nunjber ot the Botanical 
Philofopby^ and the broad comment of its grave 
author^ who dares^ fike Octaviu? in hife epi- 
gram, to /peak with Roman jimplicity ; nor caii 
the Linnean defcription of the Arum^ ,and many 
other plarits, be read in Bnglijh without excit- 
ing ideas, which the occafion does not require. 
Hence it is, that no well-born and well-edu- 
cated woman can be advifcd to amufe herfelf 
with botany, as it is now explained, though, a 
more elegant ^d delightful ftudy, or one 
more likely to aflift ^d embellilh other female 
accompliftixents, could not poffibjy be recom- 
mended. 

When the Sanfcrh nameS of the Indian plants 
have been correftly written in a large paper- 
bodk, one page being appropriated to eacH, the 
frefh plants themfelves, procured’in their refpec- 
tive feafons, n«»ft be con^cifcly, biit accurately, ■ 
clajje<.: and :ejcrthed\ after which their-feveral 
ufes in 'medicipe, diet, or manufadures, may ‘ 
he collected,* witli tlxe alfiftance of Hindu 

c # 

phyficiaas, from the me’Jical books fn Sanfcrit, 
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and their Recounts either difproved ok eftablifh- 
ed by repeated .expbriments, as faft aa, tl\ey can 
be made with exadlheis. 

By way of example, I annex the deferiptions 
of fiv^ Indian^ plants, but ajn unable, at this 
Ceafoh, to re-examine them, and wholly defpair 

of leifure’ to, exhibit others, of which I have 

• • 

collected the names, and moft of which I have 
feen in bloffom. 

i. MUCHUCUNDAv 

Twenty, from One B^e, 

Cah Five-parted, thick ; leaflets, oblong. 
Qor. Five petals, oblong. 

Siam. From twelve to fifteen, rather long, 
fertile ; fiVe Ihorter, fterile. * Jn fome flowers, . 
the unproUjick ftamens, longerl 
Fiji. Style cylindrick.' 

Pcric. A capfule, with five' cells,' many- 
feeded. 

Seeds: Roundilh, comprefled, winged. 
heaves : Of many different fliapes. 

Vfes : , ThQ quality, refrigeran|. 

Ong^ flower, fteeped a whole night in a glafij 
df water, forms a cooling mucilage* of ufe in 
vinilpnt gonorrhoeas. The»Jl/ac^«raW<z, ^called 
alfo Ficbuca, is exquifitely fragrant : its calyx 
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is covered with an odorifepous dnftjs and the 
dried powers in hne powder* taken like fnuify 
are faid, in a Sanfcrit book* alnaoft inftanta* 
neoufly to remove a nervous Heed-ach. 

This plant difFws a little frpih the 
Pentapetes pf Liijnjeus, 

II. BILVA OR MAXU'RA. 

Many pn the Receptacle, and One, 

Cal, Four, or 6ve, cleft, beneath. 

Cor^ Four, or five, petals j moftly reflex, 

Stam, ' Forty, to forty-eight, filaments j an- 
thers, moftly ered. 

Fiji. Germy roundilh ; Styky fipooth, lhort..t 
Stigmdy elubbeS. . 

Peric. ^ A fpheroidal berry, vei'y large ; 
niany-feeded. 

Seeds : ToWard the furface, OYatc, in a pel- 
lucid mucus. 

Leaves : Temate } eoramon petiole, long ; 
leaflets, fubovate ; obtufely notched, with ihort 
petioles ; fome almoft lanced. 

Siem : Armad with fliarp thorns, 

Ufes : The firuit nutritious, warm, cae 
thartick ; in tafte, delicious ; in fragrance, ex- 
quilite : its aperient and deterlive quality, and 
its efficacy in reinoving habitual epftiven^, 
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have beec^ proved by conftant experle?icc. The 
mucus of the feed Is, fpr fpme purpofes,^ very 
good cement*. 

"Note. ‘Thi? fruit is csM^d.**Srip' bala^ becaufe 
It fprang, fay the Indian poets, from the milk 
of Sr\, the* goddefe of abundance, who be- 
ftowed it on mankind at the requeft of Iswa r a, 
•whence he alone wears a. chaplet of Biha 
flowers ; to him only the Hindus offer them ; 
and, when they fee any of them,falfen on the 
ground, they take them up wdth reverence, and 
carry them to his temple. From the firft bloC- 
fom of this plant, that I could infpeft, I had 
"imagined,^ that it belonged, to the fame clafs 
with th.e Duri(s, becaufe the filaments ap- 
peared to be diftributed-in five fetss. but in all, 
^hat I have fjnce examined, they are perfedly 
diftind. 


lU. SRINGA'TACA. 

Four and One. 

Cal: Foqr cleft, with a longjjeduncle, above. 
Cor, Tour petals.’ 

• Siam. Anthers, kidney-fhaped. 

Pift. Germ^ roundifh j long as the 

fllaments| Stigma, clubbed. 
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Seed ? A Nut with four oppofite angles (twa 
of thejn fiarp thorns) formed by the Calyx, 

Leaves : Thofe, whieh ' float on the water, 
are rhomboidal ; the two upper fides unequally 
notched, the two lower, right lines. Their 
petioles, buoyed up by fpindle-^ihaped fpohgy 
fubftances, , not bladders. . 

Root : Knotty, like coral. 

Vfes : The frefli kernel, in fweetnefs and 
delicacy, equals that of the filberd. A mucus, 
fecreted by minute glands, covers the wet leaves, 
which are conlidered as cooling. 

Note, It feems to be the floating Lrapa of 
L1NN.EUS. 

. ly. PU'TI CARAJA. 

Ten and one. 

Cal, Five-cleft. 

Cor, Five equal petals. 

Perk. A thorny legiimen ; two feeds. 

‘ Leaves : Oval, pinnated. 

Stem : Armed. 

Vfes : The Feeds are very bitter, and, per- 
haps, tonick } fmce one of them, bruited and 
given in two dofes, will, as the Hindus aflert, 
cure kn interraittert fever. 
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V. MADHU'CA. 
f See AJiat, Refearcb. vol. /, page 30 Ct 
Many, liot on the*Receptacle, and One. 

Cal. Perianth four, or leaved. 

Cor. One-petaled. Tube< inflated, flefliy. 
Border nine, of ten, parted. 

Stam. . 4nthers fj-om twelve to twenty-eight, 
ere(3, acutg, fubvillous. 

Fiji. Germ., roundilh ; Style, long, awl- 
fliaped. 

Perk. A Drupe, with two orthtfee Nuts? 

Deaves : Oval, fomewhat pointed. 

TJJ^s : The tubes, efculent, nutritious ; yield- 
ing, by diftillation, an inebriating fpirit, which, 
a the fale of it were duly reftrained by law, 
might be applied t6 good puijmfes. An ufefiil 
oil is expfeflTed from the/eed< 

Note. It refembles the Bajjia of K o B N i G . 

Such would be the method of the work, 
whfeh I recommend.; but even the fpecimen, 
which I exhibit, might, in Ikilfui hands, have 
been mojre accurate.. Engravings of the plants 
may b«^ annexed ; but 1 have mo.re than once 
experienced, that the bell anatomical and bo- 
tanical prints give a very inadequate, ’and Xomo- 
times a very falfe, notion ot the objedls, which 
they were intended to reprelhnt. As we learn 
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a new language, by reading* approved compo- 
litionstin it with the aid of a. Grammar and 
Didionary, fo we can only ftudy with efFefl: 
the natural hiftory of vegetables by analyfing 
the plants themfelves with' the ^bilafophia Bo~ 
tanka, which is the Grammar, knd the Genera 
et Species Plantarum, which may be confidered 
as the DiStionary, of that beautiful language, in 
which nature would teach us what plants we 
muft avoid as noxious, and what we muft cul- 
tivate as falutary, for that the qualities of plants 
are in fme degree conneded with the natural 
orders and clajfes of them, a number of in- 
ftances would abundantly prove. 




The Petals are White 
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SPIKENAREf OF THE ‘ANCIENTS. 
BY THE'BRESIDENT. 


IT is painful to meet perpetu^ly with words, 
that convey no diftind ideas ; and ‘a natural 
defire of avoiding that pain excites us often to 
make inquiries, the refult of which can have 
no other ufe than to give us clear conceptions. 
Ignorance is to the mind what extreme darknefs 
is to the nerves : bo^ caufe an'uneafy fenfationj 
and we rfatuhilly love knowleSge, as we love 
light, even when ‘we have no defign of apply- 
ing either to a purpofe effentially fifeful. ’ This 
is intended as an apology for the pains whidi 
have been taken to procure a determinate anfwer 

t 

*0 a queftion of no apparent utility, but whicft 
ought to bf readily anfwered^n “ What’ 
. is Indidn Spikenard ?” All agr^e, that it is an 
odoriferous plant, the bdft fort of which, accord- 
ing to Ptolemy, grew about Rdrtgamnfica^ or 
Ra»gamdti\ and oir the borders of the country 
now called Butdn: it is’mentibned by Diosco- 
RIDES, whofe work I have nottn my 
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but hi# defca-iption of it mull be very iniperfed, 
fince Heither Linn^us nor any of his difciples 
pretend to clafs it jvit*h certaiftry, and, in 
the ktell botanical work, that'^we have received 
from Europe^ it itf' marked as mkeiown\ I had no 
doubt, before I was perlbnally acquainted with. 
Koenig,. that he had afcertained it; but he 
aiTured me, that he knew not what the Greek 
writers meant by the nard of India : he had 
found, indeed, and deferibed a lixth fpecies of 
the narduS, which is called Indian in the fup- 
plement to Linnaeus ; but the nardus is a grafs 
which, though it bear a Spike, no min ever 
fuppofed to be the true Spikenard, which the 
great Botanical Philofophcr himfelf was ic* 
dined to think ‘a fpecies of Andropegon, and 
places, in his Materia Medica, but with an 
expreflion of doubt, among his polygamous 
plants. Since ’the death of Koenig I have 
confulted every botanift Und phyfician, with 
whom I was acquainted, on thd fubjed before 
us ; but all have confpfled without reiferve; 
though not v/itho]|t fome regret; that they were 
ignorant whattwas meaiit by ther Indian Spike- 
nard. 

In order to procure information from 'the 
learped natives, k was needflary to know the 
name of the plant in feme AJiatick language. 
The very word nard occurs in the fong of 
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SbLOMON ; but the name and the tfeng were 
both esagtick ; 'the Hebrew lexicographers ima* 
gine both tp* be Indian j but the word is in 
truth Perjian^ and occurs In the following 
diftich of an old poet : 

A'n chu bikheft, in chu nardelt, an chu {hakhe&,m chubir« 
A'n chu bikhi payidareft, m ch» nardi payidar. 

It is not eafy to determine in this couplet, 
whether nard mean the Jiem, or, as Anju' ex- 
plains it, the pith ; but it is manifeftiy a part of 
a vegetable, and neither the root^ the fruity nor 
the branchy which are all feparately named : the 
Arabs have borrowed the word nard^ but in the 
ienfe, as we learn from the Kdmiis^ of a com- 
pound medibinal undent. Whatever it fignified 
in old Perfi^^ xhtArabick word fumbul^ which, 
like J'umbalaht rai^hns an ear or fpike^ has long 
been fubftituted for it ; and there can be no 
doubt, that by ^cfumbul of ImUa the Mt^el- 
mdns underftaifd the fame plant with the nard 
^f Ptolemy and th^ Nard^iacbysy or Spikes 
nardy of .Gaeen ; who, ly the way, wa^ 
.‘deceivetl by the dry l^ecimens, -which he had 
feen, and miftook thein for roots. 

A fmgular defcription of ^tke fitmbul by 
Abu’leazl, wh<5 freqifently mentions it as 
an ingredient in /«</ia«*perfumes, had for fome 
time almoft convinced me, thdt the true Spike- 
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mrd wk9 ftic Chaca^ or Pandanut c£ c»a bota'^ 
mils : (his words are, Sumbul panj herjj^ ddred^ 
ceb dtrdzii an dab angt^iejiu pabjtdi feb^ or. 
The fumbul has' five leaves, '*ien fingers long, 
“ and three broai.” Now I knew, that 
the minifter of Acs ar was not a botanift, and 
might eafily have miftaken a thyrius fbr a fingle 
flower : I had feen no bloflbm, or aflemblage 
of bloflbms, of fuch dimenfions, except the 
male Cetaca ; and, though the Perjian Vrriter 
defcribcs the female as a different plant, by 
the vulgar name Cyora^ yet fuch a mifiake 
might naturally have been expedited in fuch a 
work : but what moft confirmed flay opihion, 
was the exquifite fragrance of the Cetaca^ 
flower, which to taj fenfe far^furpafleu the richeft 
perfumes of Europe or Afia. Scarce a doubt 
remained, when I met with a defcription of the 
Cetaca by Fobskohl, whofe words are fo 
peffcdily applicable to the 'general idea, which 
we are apt to form of Spikenard^ that I give you 
a, literal tranllation of them : “ The Pandanus 
is an incomparable plant, and cultivated for 
“ its odour, which it breathes fo richly, that one 
“ or two Spikes, in a fituatioo rather humid, 
** would -be fiiflident to diffufe tm odoriferous 
air for a loijg time through a fpacious apart» 
ment ; fo that tiie nattves in general are not 
^ feUcitous abou& the living plants, but purcbqfe 



OF' THE ANCIENTS. 


17 


the Spikes at a great priced I learned alfo, 

I Isat a f^grant oflential oil was extracted from 
rhc M .wers^*an^ I procured from Bandres a 
I: ry. nhial of it, which was adulterated with 
f ' Jal ; but ^he^"e!‘y*adulteratf6n convinced me 
the gcnuiiie eflenc« miift be valuable, from 
the great number ot th^yrii, that muft be re- 
quired in preparing a ftnall quantity -of it* 
Thus had 1 nearly perfuadcd. myfelf, that the 
true nard was to be found on the banks of the 
Ganges, where the Ifni hi women roll up its 
flowers in their long biacl: hair after bathing in 
the hofy river ; and I imagined, that ihe pre^ 
clous aiahdjicrJrox mentioned in the Scripture, 
and the puuJ! in exchange for which the 

poet oflers^ to^c^terl^^in his frieqd with a cojk of 
old contained an eflence of the fame kind, 
though diiTcring in its degree of ^purity,^ with 
the nard, which I had procured : but an 
of Mecea, who law in my ftudy feme flowers 
“^of the Citaca, mformed me that the plant was 
extremely common in* where it was*^ 

named Cad/ii ; a*nd feveral M^omeaaris of rank 
and learning have fingg afliircd^me, that the 
true name, of the Indian Sumbul W’^as^iot Cetaca^ 
but fatdmdnPu This was impoitant informa- 
tion : finding therefore, that tbe Pandanus waa 
not peculiar to Hindiijldn, and confidering, that 
the Sumbul of Abu'lfazt. dif^redfrom it 

VOL. uir Q 
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the precife number of leaver on the thyxfus, in 
the colour, and in the feafon of flrwering, 
though the length apd* breadth ‘correfponded 
very nearly, I abandoned my'flrft opinion, and 
began to enquht eagerly fcr 4;he ^atdmdnii^ 
which grew, 1 was told, in the garden of a 
learned and ingenious friend, and fortunately 
was then in bloflbin. A frefh plant was* very 
foon brought to me : it appeared on infpeftion 
to be a moll elegant Cypirus with a polilhed 
three-fided culm, an umbella with three or four 
cnfiform leaflets minutely ferrated, naked pro- 
liferous peduncles, crowded fpikes, expanded 
daggers ; and its branchy root had a pungent 
tafte with a faint aromatick odour ; but no 
part of it bore the leaft rcfsmblance* to the drug 
known in Europe by the appellStloii of Spike- 
nard; and a Mujelmdn phyfician from Dehli 
aflured me poTitively, that the plant was not 
yatdmdns\ but Sud^ as it is named in Arabicky 
which the author of the Tohfatul Mumemn 
particularly diftir guilhes from the Indian Sum- 
hul. He produ<^bd on the next day an extra<3: 
from the Diflionary of Natural hiftory, to 
which he had referred ; and I prefent you with 
a tranllation of all that is material in it. 

“ I. SlTD has a'rouhdilh olive-lhapedroot, ex- 
** ternally black, but wlflte internally, and fo fra- 
“ ‘grant as to have obtained in Perjia the name 
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^ sLbtefranedn *MuJk : its leaf has lome re- 
‘‘ fembllyice to ^hat of a leek, but is longer and 
‘‘ narroweiiUtrong5forne\yhat rough at the edges, 
and tapering to* a point. 2! Sumbul means a 
f pike or r^r, arfid» w?ls called fihrd by the Greeks^ 

* There are tliree forts of Sumbul or Nardini 
but, when -the wgrd (lands alone, it means 
“ the Sumbul of India ^ which is an he^b nj^ith^ 
out jiower or fruity (he fpeaks of the drug 
** only) like the tail of an ermine, or of a fmall 
‘‘ weafel, but not quite fo thick, and about the 
“ length of a finger. Jt is darLifh, inclining to 
yellow, and very fragrant ; it is brought 
“ from Hindujldn^ and its medicinal \irtue lafts 
“ three years.” It was eafy to procure the dry 
yatdmdnstl whicli^orrefpon^O^ perfedly with 
the defcriptioh of the Surnbui\ and though a 
native Mufelmdn\ix.^rv^2xA^ gave me ^^Perjian 
paper, written by himfelf, ip which he repre- 
fents the Sumbul oT India^ the Sweet Sumbul ^ 
and the Jatamdnh as, three different plants, 
*yet the authority of Tohfatt^l Mumeihn is de- 
cifive, thait thC fwcet SumbXl is ^only another 
denominafioil of nar^J^ and the? phyfician who 
produced that authority, brought, as a fpecimen 
orSumbulf the very fame drug„which*my Pan^^ 
ditj who. is alfo a phyfician, "brought ^s a Ipeci- 
men of the yatdmdasY: a Brahmen of eminent 
learning gave me a parcel of fhe fame fort, ‘and 
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told me that It was ufed In their facrlfices" ; tha% 
when frefh, It was exquifitely fweet, aj/H added 
much to the fcent of rich eflences',*?n which It 
was a principal Ingredient ; that the merchants 
brought it from tide mountain6usj' country to the 
north-eaft "of Bengal \ that it was the entire 
plant, not a part cf it, and^ received its SanJ'crit 
names from its refcmhlance to lock^ of hair \ as 
it is called Spikemrd^ J fuppofe, from its rc- 
fcmblance to a Spike, when it is dried, and 
not from the configuration of its flowers, which 
the Greeks^ probably, never examined. The 
Perjian author deferibes the whole plant ' as re- 
fembling the tail of an ermine ; and the Jata^ 
mdnst^ which is manifcllly the Spikenard of our 
druggifts, has prccifely thatVorrn, confifling of 
withered ftalks and ril^s of leaves, cohering in 
a bundle of yellovviih brown capillary fibres, 
and conftitiiting a ipike about the fize of 
a fmall finger. V/e may on tlie whole be 
alTured, that the "nardus of Ptolemy, the 
^ Indian Sumbid of lihe Per fans and Arabs\ the 
yatamdim oY Oicf Hindus^ and' the** Spikenard 
of our fhops, hre one and the faifie plant ; but * 
to what date and genus it belongs in the Lin^ 
nean fyllem, c;mi only be afeertained by an 
infptdionof the freili blofToms. Dr. Patricl^ 
Russel, who always rohimunicates with obK:; 
ing' facility his extenfive aAd accurate - 



OF THE ANCIENTS. 


21 


ledge, itformed mt: by letter, that “*Spike- 
“ nard i^carried.over the defcrt (from India I 
“ prcfLiine)*t6 Ale>)po'vii\\crc it is ufed in fub- 
“ fiance, mixed with other pcrfijmes, and worn 
“ in finalbbags^ cw iti the fortfi of effence, and 
• kept in little boxes dr^phials, like dtae of rofes.” 
He is per'fuaded, and fo am I, that the Indian 
nard of the ancients, ^and, that of our fl\ops, is 
cue and the fame vegetable. . 

Thoagh diligent rcfearches have been made 
at my reqiicll on the borders of Bengal and 
BcLaf\ yet the yatdmdnsl has not been found 
growiitg in any part of the Britijh J:erritories. 
Mr. Saunders, who met with it in But an ^ 
where, as he was informed, it is very common, 
and whence it is/^)rought dry ftate to 

Rangpu}\ has^no hefitation in pronouncing it a 

fpccies of the B^icchaids ; and, fince it; is not 

• • 

poffible, that he could iniftak? the natural order 
and ejjential characler of the plant, which 
I he examined,* 1 had po doubt that the la- 
*tdind}is\ was compoiit. and cbrynibiferous with 
ftaraens ccmnedled by the Vnthel’s, and with 
' female prQlitick floret^ intermixed with herma- 
phrodites : the word Spike was not, ufed by the 
ancients with botanical precifioq, and 'the Sta- 
^c/jys itfelf is verticlllated,*with onfy tWo fpccies 
out of fifteen, that ccJuld juftify its generick 
appellation. 1 therefore concluded, that 'the 
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true Spikenard was a Bacchdris^ and that, while 
the pWlofopher had been fearching fo^^fit to no 
purpofe, 

——the dull swain 

Trod on it dail^ with his clouted choon,' 

for the Baccharis^ it feems, as well as the 
Cor^zOy is called by our gatdeners," Ploughman s 
Spikenard. I fufpefted, ijeverthelefs, that the 
plant, which Mr. Saunders deferibed, was not 
yatdmdnsi ; becaufe T knew that the people of 
Butdn had no fuch name for it, but diftinguilhed 
it by very different names in different parts of 
their hilly country : I knew alfo, that the 
Butias.^ who fet a greater value on the drug 
than it feems, as^ a perfume, to merit, were 
extremely refery^d in giviii|; information con- 
cerning it, and might be tempted, by fhe narrow 
fpirit of monopoly, to miflead an inquirer for 
the frefh plant. . The friendly zeal of Mr. 
Purling will probably procure it in a ftate of 
vegetation ; for, v/hen he had the kindnefs, at 
jAy defire, to makl; enquiries for it among the 
Butdn mercHants,| they affured' him, that the 
living plants cOuld not be. obtained without an 
order from •their fovereign the Devardjd, to 
whom he immediately difpatched a meffenger 
with* an earnfeft requeft, that eight or ten of. 
^e growing plants might be fent to him at 
dj^ngpur : ihpuld the Deverajd comply with 
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that re(fueft, and fhould the vegetable flourilh 
in the ^ain o£ Bengal, we ftiall have wocular 
proof of ise«*clafs, orcfer^ genus, and fpecies ; 
and, if it prove the fame* with the Jatd- 
mans), of *Nep^, •which I nolif muft introduce 
to your acquaintance, the quefljon, with 
which I began this qlTay, will be fatisfaftorily 
anfw^ered. 

Having traced the Indian Spikenard, by the 
name of Jatdmdnst, to the mountains of Nepal, 
I requefted my friend Mr. Law, ‘ who then 
refided at Gaya, to procure fome of the recent 
plants* by the means of the pilgrims ; 

who, being orthodox Hindus and poflefling 
many rare books in the Sanferit language, were 
more likely^ than /the Butia^o know the true 
yatdmdnsl, by which name they generally dif- 
tinguifh it : many young plants were^ accord- 
ingly fent to Gaya, with a PSrftan letter fpeci- 
fically naming them, and apparently written by 
a man of rank and. lite^ature : fo that no 
fufpicion of deception or o4 error can be juflJy 
entertamed. By a miftakd of ‘the gardener 
they were hll planted at Gfiyd, where they 

have blpflbmed and at firft feemed to ilouriih : 

• • • 

I muft, therefore, deferibe th^ Jatajhansi from 
the report of Mr. Burt,* who favoured me 
with a drawing of if, and in whofe accuracy 
we may perfeftly confide j before I'^ro- 



» ON THE 

duce the defcription, I muft endeavovi'A;: to 
move a prejudice, in regard to the natural order 
of the fpikenard, which they, Vho arfe addict- 
ed to fwear by .every wordw.of tSieir mafter 
Li]|JNJEU 5 , will hfrdly abandon, and which T, 
who love truth better than him, have abandoned 
with feme reludtance. l^ard has been generally 
fuppofed to be a grafsi and the viorAjlachys or 
fftke^ which agrees with the habit of that natu- 
rd order, gave rile, perhaps, to the fuppolition. 
There is a plant in yava^ which moft travellers, 
and fome phyficians called fpikenard \ and the 
Governor of Cbinfura, who is kindly endea- 
vouring to procure it thence in a ftate fit fur 
examination, writes me word, that “ a Duirh 
** author pronounpes it a gr^ like the Cypirus, 
but infills that what we call Hsni fpike is thq 
** fibrous part above the root, as long as a 
“ man’s* little finger, of a brownifii hue inclin-, 
** ing to red or yellow, rather fragrant, and 
** with a pungent, but aromatick,.lcent.” This 
is top flovenly a defcriptibn to have been written « 
abotanifti yet A believe the, latter part of 
it to be tolCTably^ .fcorre^l, and Ih^uld imagine 
that the plant was the faifib with our yat4mdm\ 
if k were, not commonly aflerted, that the 

jafed as a condiment, and if 
ian> who had feen k in the 
m^f kad not afibred me^, that it was a fort of 


^fpikenatd was 
yi-infiarmed n 
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Pimento^ and confequently a fpecies of Myrtle^ 
and of ihe ordef ftow called Hejperian,^ Thf 
refemblanc^. before* mentioned' between the 
Indian fumbul and the Arabian Sud^ or Cypirus^ 
had led mp to fufpe<3t, that the true nard was a 
^rafs or a re:d f and^ as this country abounds 
in odoriferous^ began to colled them 

from all quarters. Coloftel Kyd obligingly fent 
me two plants with fweef fmelling roots } and, 
as they were known to the* Pandits^ I foon 
found their names in a Sanfcnl didionary : one 
of them is called gandhadat'b\ and ufed by the 
Hindus, to fcent the red powder of Sapan or 
Ba^kam wood, which they fcatter in (he feftival 
of the vernal feafon ; the other has many 
names, and, among them, ^figaramajiac and 
gonarda, thS fecond of which tSeans rujlliiig in 
the water ; for ali the Pandits inlift, that nard 
is never ufed as a noun in Sanfcnit^ and fignifies, 
as the root of a verbj to found' ox to rujile. Soon 
after, Mr. BtrisROw brought me from the banks 
bf the Ganges near Ipridw^r^ a very fragrant 
grafs, which imfome places eovcri whole acres," 
and diffufes, ^vhen crulhed, i)^^ong an odour, 
that a perlbn, he fays* might *eafily have finelt 
it, as Alexander is reported to*haveJinelt t^ 
nard of Gedrojia^ from the back* of an.elq>^dft 
its blolToms were not prefervid, and k .cann^ 
^erefore, be defcribed. From hfr. Blaoib of 
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Lueno^ I‘ received a frefh* plant, wlSch has 
not flowered at Calcutta \ butj rely yfipUcitly 
bn his authority, and have no douW that it is a 
fpecies of Androf ogon : it has rather a rank 
aromatick odour,' ^and, frofh fho virtile aferibed 
to it of curing intermi^fent fevers, is known' 
by the Sanferit vamt j'wardncud which 
literally means a fever-hooky and aljudes to the 
iron-book with which elephants are managed. 
Laftly, Dr. Anderson of Madras^ who de- 
lights in 'ufrful purfuits and in alTifting the 
purfuits of others, favoured me with a com- 
plete fpecimen of the Andropogon NarduSy one 
of the moft common grafles on the Coaft, and 
flourifhing moft luxuriantly on the mountains, 
never eaten by p|ttle, but eitrem^ grateful to 
bees, and containing an eflential oil, 'which, he 
under^nds, is extraded from it in many parts 
of Hinduftdn and, ufed as an dtar or perfume. 
He adds a very curious philological remark, 
that in the Tamul didionary, moll words be^n- ' 
^ning with ndr ha^fe fome relation to fragrance ; 
as narukeradu to j^ield an odour, ndrtum pillu^ 
lemon-grafs, ndrtei, citppn, ndrta mammy the' 
wild, orange-tree, ndrum paneiy the Indian 
afn^tny 'ndrum. allerit a ftrong fmelling flower, 
Tdilc^* is put for nard in the TamuU 
dion of oiir Scripture's ; fo that not only the 
Isf of ihc jSeirem and Greeks^ bwt ev«i the 
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npia ni^ium of Horace, maybe derived ^maa 
Indian : to (his I can only Iky, thEt I have 
not met wit^ny fuch root In Sanfcrit^ the old^' 
poHlhed language of India^ and that in Ptrjim^ 
which has "a manilbft*affinity it, nar means 
■a pomegranate^ and h^rgll (a word . originally 
Sanfcrit) a cocoa^nut^ neither of which has any 
remarkable ^agrance* 

Such is the evidence in fupport of the opinion 
given by the great Swedijh naturalift, that the 
true nard was a gramineous plant an*d a fpecies 
of Andropogon ; but, fince no grafs, that I 
have yet feen, bears any refemblance to the 
yatdmdns), which I conceive to be the nardus 
of the ancients, I beg leave to exprefs my 
diflent, ti^itjii fom«' confidence's a philolt^er, 
though wUh humble diffidence as a ftudent in 
botany. I am not, indeed, of opinipn, that 
the nardum of the Romans, was merely the 
eflential oil of (he* plant, from which it was 
^denominated, *but am dlro^ly inclined to be- 
lieve, that it was a *generihk word, meaning; 
what we now call Utar^ and either the &tar iA. 
rofes from Cajhmir at^d Pefjlit,*that of Cdtaca^ 
or' Pandfinust from the weftera^cbaft of Indda^ 
at that of Aguruy or aloe-wood, from AJIm 
or tiocbincbinoy the procefs ^ obtaining whick 
is defrribed by Abt/iVazi., or the mixed per- 
fume, called ddfr, of which the piincipaf 
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grediertts were yellow fandal, violets, ferange- 
flowers^ wood of aloes, rofe-w^ter, roulk, and 
true ipikenard : all thofe eflences jwsd compo- 
fitions were coftly j and, molt' of them being 
Ibid by t\it Indidis to the‘-Par/^««f and 4iabs^ 
from whoip, in the time of Octavius, they 
were received by the Syrians and Romans, they 
muft have been extremely dear at Jerufalem 
and at Rome, Tljcre might alfo have been a 
pure nardine oil, as Athen^eus calls it; but 
nardum probably meant (and Koenig was of 
the fame opinion) an Indian eflence in gemral, 
taking its name from that ingredient, which had, 
or was commonly thought to have, the meft ex- 
quifite feent. But I have been drawn by a pleat- 
ing fubjedt to a greater length than I expe£ted,and 
proceed to the promifed defeription of the true 
nard or JatdminJi, which, by the way, has other 
names in the ArtmrcSjh, the fmoothefi. of which 
are jatild and Unuisa, both derived fiom words 
meaning hair. ^ Mi. Byar, affer a modeft 
apology for his imperfedt icquaintancc with the 
language of botanifls, has favouicd me with an 
account of the.^ plant, on the corre^nefs of 
which I have a pcrfedl reliance, and from 
winch I culleQ: the following natural charaSiers : 

AoGKE(G ATE. 

t 

Qal, Scjyrcc any. Margin, hardly difcexnijble. 
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Cor. < One petal.* Tuh foinew^at gibbous* 
Bonier five cleft. 

y • 

Staw, Tt^ee Antb'krs. 

Pifi. Germ Breath. One Style erefl:. 

Seed Solitary, crowned wfth a pappus. 

Root Fibrous. 

Leaves ‘ Hearted,,, fourfold j rascal leaves 
petioled. 

It appears, therefore, to be the Protean plant, 
Valerian, a filler of the mountain and 
Celtick Nard, and of a fpecies, which I 
lhould»defcribe in the Linnean llyle; Vale- 
riana Jata'ma'nsi fioribus triandns, foKis 
cordatis quaternis^ radicalibus petiolatis. The 
radical leaves, rifing from '^he ground and 
enfolding 'tfie*young Hem, are plucked up with 
a part of the root; and being dried in the fun or 
by an -artificial heat, are fold as a drug, 'which 
from its appearancer has been fpikenard } 
though, as th. fPerJian writer obferves, it might 
be compared more p/opcrly to the tail of ea 
ermine: wjhen* nothing, remains •but the dry 
'fibres of the ileaves, which rfltain their original 
form, they hare fome* refemblance to k kck ef 
btOr^ from whidi the Sarfcrit niune, nt feems, 
is derived. Two mercantile agents from Bptdn 
on the part of the Div4r^a t^ere examined, si 
my by Mr. an^ infisTsir 
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^ h|i0,' that the drug, '^hidh the hgngaiefi 
caSiltdyatdmdnsi, ** grew ereft above thft furfaco 
** of the grciund, refemblihg in toldur an eaf 
“ of green wheat; that, whehTrecent, it had a 
faint odour, which waa»gneady increafed by 
“ the ftn^>le procefs of* drying it ; that it , 
** abounded on the hills, a^ even .on the plains, 
** of Butdn^ where it wm collected and prepared 
“ for medicinal purpofes.” What its virtues 
are, experience alone can afcertain ; but, as far 
as botanical analogy can juftify a conjedure, 
we may luppofe them to be antifpafmodick ; 
and, in our provinces, efpecially in •Behar^ 
the plant ‘will probably dourilh ; fo that we 
may always procure it in a ftate fit for experi- 
ment. On the dhfcription of the In'dian fpike- 
uardy compared* with the drawing, *1 mull ob- 
ferve, that, thou^ all the leates, as delineated, 
may . not appear ci the fame lhape, yet all of 
them are not fully expanded. Mr. Bvkt 
alTuies me, that the^four radical leaves are heart- 
ed tutd petiokd ; add it ^ moll probable, tha( 
the cauline *and floral leaves 'would have a 
flmilar form in ^eir ftate of perfed fxpanfion,' 
hut unftutimatdy, the plants at Chgd now 
fturivelled ; xt^^ they, who ikek fivtitec iufofm- 
muft wait* with paBence, uptU new 
and leaves *ftudl l^>rhfg flNnn'the roote, or 
plants, flull be brought from and 
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Oh the psopofed inquiry into the vb- 
tues pf *thi$ celebrated plant, I mui^ be permit* 
ted to ia^ ihatl although many botapifis may 
have wafled^ethtime in enumerating the qua^> 
lities of \egetabl^s,.withoutihaving afcertained 
them by repea4d and fatisfadory experiments, 
and. although mere botany goes no farther than 
technical arrangement ’and defcription, yet it 
feems indubitable, that tlie great end and aim 
of a botanical philofopher is, to difcover and 
prove the feveral ufes of the vegetable fyftem, 
and, while he admits with Hipi^ocrates the 
fallacioufnefs of experience^ to rely on experi- 
ment alone as the bafis of his knowlMge. 
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Nearly at the time when the refult of my 
firft inquiries concerning fpikenard was publilhed 
in the fecond ^’t)lume of our Afiatick Rc- 
JearcheSy there appeared in the ' Pbilofophical 
TranfaSHons an account of the Andropogon 
ywardncufa, the fpecimen of which Dr, 
Blane had received from Lucnow, and which 
he fuppofes to be the true Indick nard of Dios- 
CORIDES and Galen ; having more than once 
read his argurtients with pleafure^ but not with 
convidfcion, I faeh'it incumbent on m,e to ftate 
my reafons fcy: dlffenting from the learned phy- 
fician vdth all the freedom of a fearcher for 
truths but without any diminution of , that re- 
fped, to which *hi8 knowledge and candour 
juftly entitle himC 
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In liihe fifft place, there is a paiTag^ in Dr. 
Blame’s paper^ which I could not but read 
with fu^ri^} not becaufe it is erroneous or 
difputable (for* Nothing can be more certain), 
but becaufe it il decifive a^nft the very pro^- 
poiition, whicnthe writer endeavour^to fupport; 
DioscoRiDEsmetitions the Syriack nxcA^ fays 
the dodor, as a fpkies different from the 
** Indian, which tvas certainly brought from fame 
“ of the remote parts of India ; for "both he and 
“ Galen, by way of fixing more precifely 
“ the country, whence it came, call it allb 
“ Gagnites." We may add, that Ptolemv, 
who, though not a profelTed naturalift, had 
opportunities in Egypt of converfing with Indian 
merchants on every thing r^arkable in this 
country, (HTiitiguiihes Rangamati, as producing 
the true fpikenarfl ; and it is front the borders 
of that very dillrid, if we believe modern 
Indians, that the people of Butan bring it yearly 
into Bengal {a). Now, it isN^ot contended, that 
\he new fpecies of Attdropo^on, (if it be a new 
fpecies) may be the Indick nard'of Diosco- 


(a ) PtoLe'me'e dlftingue le canton dc ^handamarcotta^ 
€n ce 'qu*ii foumit la plantCi que nous, appellods Bpic nard^ 
ce qui peut convenir a RangamdSf et des didcrentes ejpeces 
VIndique eft bien la plus eftinjue. ^ 

D^Anv. ^ntiq, Geogr, Ind^ 8i* 
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RIDES, '(^), becaufe it was found by Mr. jBLANS 
in a remote part of India (for that folitUry fa£t 
would have proved noAifig) ; bu^t i/leamedly 
and elaborately urged, that \\.iAiuJi be the true 
Indian fpikenard,' ‘becaufe it cliffers only in the 
length of the ftalks from the nara of Garcias, 
which, according to Ilim,,isthe only'fpecies of 
nardus exported from India, and which refem- 
bles a dried fpecimen feen by Rumphius, and 
brought, he fays, among other countries, from 
Mackran, or the ancient Gadrojia, the very 
country, where, according to Arrian, the true 
nard grew in abundance ; for “ the Pheniciansy 
he fays, colle£ted a plentiful -ftore of It, and 
fo much of it was trampled under foot by the 
“ army, that a tiffong perfume was diffufed on 
“ all fides of them now there' is^a fingular 
coincidence of circumftances j for our Andro- 
pogon was difcovered by the fcent of its roots, 
when they were cruflied by the horfes and ele- 
phants in a hunting-party of the Vazir A's u- ^ 
FUDDAULAH ; fo that, on the whole, it mufi 
be the fame with the plant mentioned by Arrian: 
but it may be arghed, I think, more coriclufive- 
ly, that a phmt, growing with great luxuriance 
in Gadrefia or, Mackrany which the doftor 

Dr. RoxBURGWwdth great reafon fupjjofesit to be the *• 
Muricated AjtDROFOGON of koENXG, who mentior.;^ the 
roots M odoriferous, when sprinkled with water. 

See Retz. III. Fafiic. 43. and v. ,n. 
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idmitsij to be a i^arithne province dt Perjia, 
could not poffiljly be the fame with a plant con- 
Jined to %md^^'arts o’f J^dia; fo that, if Gar- 
cias, Rumphiik, and Arrian be fuppofcd 
to have meant^he feme fpecie's of nard, it was 
evidently different frpm that of Djoscorides 
and Galem. Tha refpeftable writer, with 
whofe opinions I make.fo free, but from no 
other motive than a love of truth, feems aware 
of a little geographical difficulty from the 
weftern pofitionof Macron ; for he,‘firft, makes 
it extend to the river Indus^ and then infers, 
from the long march weftward and the diftreffes 
of Alexander’s army, fubfequent to the 
difcovery of the fpikenard, that it muft have 
grown in_j;he more eaftern Js^rt of the defert,* 
and confetjuently on the very borders of Lidia ; 
but, even if we allow Gedrojia, or Gadrojis, to 
have been the fame trad of. land with Macron 
(though the limits of all the provinces in Perjia 
^ have been confiderably chaijged), yet the fron- 
tier of India could never with any propriety be 
carried fo far to the weft; for not only the 
Orita aod 'Arabitce^hvLt, ai^rding to Mela, 
the whple province of Ariana^^ were between 
G'adrojis and the Indus ; and,, though Macron 
(for fo .the wore! flioulcf be*^wriften)’ may* have 
been annexed to India by fuch whimfical geo- 
graphers as the Turks, who ‘give the name of 

D 2 
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white Indians to the^ Perjians'-oi Arachofic, and 
of yellcfw Indians to the Arabs, of Temen, yet 
the river Indus., with the countriesJ>f^?W and 
. Multan on both fides of it, ha^ ever been con- 
fidered by the Perjians and ArkbsfZ.^ the weftern 
limit of Hind or India", aftd Arrian himfelf 
exprefsly names the Indus as its known bound- 
ary : let Gadrofis, however, be Macron, and let 
Macron be an Indian province, yet it could 
never have been a remote part of India in re- 
fpe£t of Europe or Egypt, and, confequently, 
was not meant by Galen and Dioscorides, 
when they ■ deferibed the true fpikenard. It 
muft be admitted, that, if the Siree of Rumphius, 
which differs little from the nardus of Gar- 
cias, which cefrefponds for the jnaoft part 
with the new Andropogon, was ever brought 
from the province of Macrdn, they were all 
three probably the fame plant with the nard of 
Arrian-, but, unfortunately, Rumphius thought 
of no countiy lefs 'than of Perft'a, and of no 
province lefs than of Macrdn ; for he writes 
very diftindily^ both in his Latin’axA his Dutch 
columns, that thft’'plant in queftion grows in 
Macian, which he well knew to be one of the 
Moluccas Jc) I am far from intending to give 

(c ) Hi flores immo' ;vulgo fere, obfervantur iu 

^0tuftis Sine ftipitibus qui in Ternata^ Motiray et MacUart 
fefeunt* Vol. 5. Lib, a. Cap, 24. p. iSz. 



SPIKENARD OF THE ANCIENTS. 37 

pain bj^ detecting this trifling miftake ; and, as 
I may ha^e made manj^ of greater confe^uence, 
I lhall be trt^^^ obliged to any man, whcflvUl 
jfet me right wilh good manners, the facred 
laws of which! ought never to be violated in a 
literary debate, except when fonfc petulant 
aggreflTor has'forfeitSd ^1 claim to refpeft. 

ARRiAN^iimfelf can by no means be under- 
ftood to aflert, that the Indian fpikenard grew 
in Perfia ; for his words are a fragrant root of 
nard [d), where the omilSon of the definite 
articles implies rather a nard, than tii/ nard, 
or the moft celebrated fpecies of it ; and it 
feems very clear, that the Gre.eks ufed that 
foreign word generically for odoriferous plants 
of different natural orders: Aat Arrian in 
truth was a mer^ compiler ; and his credit, even 
as a civil hiftorian, feems liable to fo. much 
doubt, that it cannot be fafe to rely on him for 
any fa£l: in the hiftory of nature. “We can- 
“ not, fays the judicious andj accurate Strabo, 
“ give eafy credence fo the generality even of 
“ contemporary writers conwrning Alexan- 
“ DER, whofe fame ‘was aftonifhingly high, 
“ and whofe hiftorians, preferring* wonders to 
“ truth, wrote w^h feciire ^negligence j well 
^ knowing, that, as thj^ fartheft limits of *^fia 


(ji) flXjXv fvocrj^ov. 
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were the fcene of his adlcyis, their af|3rtions 
** couI(f hardly be difproved/’ Now i^RiAN’s 
ptin<!?ipal authority was Akisto^bj^^^.t/s of Caf-^ 
fandra^ whofe wriyngs were lime prized by the 
ancients, and who not only zfGTcrtccl, that 
‘‘ Gadrojis produced vcry«tall ;;7j/rr/6«trees, with 
the gum of which the ’loaded many 
beafts,” (notwithftanding the flaughter of 
them from the diftrefs of the whole army), but, 
with the fancy of a poet deferibing the neft of 
a phenix, placed myrrh ^ incenfe^ and cafjlay 
with cinnamon SiXiA fpike?iard itfelf, even in the 
wilds of Arabia : The fruitfuliiefs of Arabia^^ 
fays Arrian, tempted the king of Mace don 
to form a def^n of invading it ; for he had 
** been afllired, < that myrrh • and ft^^nkincenfe 
were collected from the trees of that country ; 
‘‘ that rinnarnan was procured from one of its 
fhrubs ; and that its meadows produced fpon- 
** taneoufly abundance of fpikenardf Hero- 
dotus, indeed, fiad heard of cinnamon ii\ 

Arabiuy where the LaiiriiSy to the bark of 

* 

which we now give that name, was, I. verily 
believe, never feTcn : cve^’i the myrrh*-tree docs 
not feem to 'have been a native of Arabia, and 

I * • 

the publick ar6 nov^ inforpied, that it was 
tra§^^nted from ^'M^iuia7i forefts^ and has not 
floniiffied on the.oppofite fhore ; but, whatever 
■im- the countries* of myrrh and cinnamon, wc 
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may certain> tlftit any learned Arab would 
laugh at us, if. we were to tell him, that the 
Sumbuluf^ffind grew ’wild in abundance on the 
plains of Ta^nh^h, It feems a bold allegation 
of GARfr[As,|tmt he has exhibited “ the only 
“ fpecies of nardus lyiown in JW/4, either for 
“ confumption by the natives or for exportation 
“ to Perjia^ and Arabia/' if he meant, that 
any plant was either ufed .in this country or 
exported from it by the name of nard, he had 
been ftrangely deceived j and if he meant, that it 
was the only fragrant grafs ufed here as a medi- 
cine br as a perfume, his error was yet more 
grofs. But, whatever his meaning might have 
been, if the nard of Gar^tas and of Arrian 
was one and the fame plants^ it is wonderful,* 
that it fhbuld ever have been exported to Perfa 
and Arabia^ where it grew, we ’are told, in fo 
great abundance. The na,rd' of Arabia was, 
probably, the Andropogon Schcenanthus^vi}x\!da. 
is a native of that country ; but, even if we 
fuppofe, that the fpihenard of India was a reed 
or a grafs, we fhall never be abfe to diftinguifh 
it among the many,,/W/fl«**fpecies of Cy pirns, 
Andropogon, Schcenus, Carex, and other genera 
of thofe natural orders, wl\jch h&e form a 
•wildsrnefs -of fweets, and lbme*of Which have 
not only fragrant rdbts, but even^Jpibes in the 
ancient and modern fenfes jof that empRatical 
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word : bne of them, which' I never have feen 
in bloflbm, but fuppofe from it§ appearance to 
be a Schcenus^ is even called Gor^d^^ and its 
dry root has a moll agreeable pdour ; another, 
which Rheede names BdlucUy (^r Ramacciam, 
or white Irivili^ and whiqh Burma n thought a 
variety of the Schcenanthui^ is a -confiderable 
article, it feems, of Indian commerce^^and, there- 
fore, cultivated witji diligence, but lefs efteemed 
than the black fort, or Carabahy which hi'.s a 
more fragrant root and affords an extremcij 
odoriferous oil {e). All thofe plants would, per- 
haps, have been called nards by the ancients ; 
and all of them have ftronger pretenfions to the 
appellation of tbe true fpikenard, than the Fe- 
'briftige Andropo^on, which the Hindus of Be- 
har do not ufe as a perfume. After all, it is 
alTuming a fadl without proof, to aflert, that the 
Indian fpikenard was evidently gramineous ; 
and, furely, that fa£l is not proved by the word 
arifta^ which is conceived to be of a Grecian 
origin, though never applied in the fame fenfe by 
the Greeks themfelves, who perfe£tly v/ell knew 
what was beji fo.f' mankind in the vegetable 
fyftem, and for what gift they adored the god- 

(e) *2 Hbrt. Malab. tab. 12. apd 9 H. M.* p- 145. 
See alfo the Flora Indica, and a taote from Herman on thq 
yaluabie oil of Serce, 
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defs of ^Jeujis. 'Th.&^JR.oman poets (and poets only 
are cited by Dr. Blane, though natiJralifts 
alfo are mehtio.ned) were (pnd of the word arijia, 
becaufe it was very convenient at the clofe of 
an hexameter, -vyhere’we generally, if not con- 
ftantly, find it ; as Homer declares in Lucian, 
that he began his Iliad with becaufc it 

was the firfl commodious word that prefented 
itfelf, and is introduced laughing at a profound 
critick, who difcovered in that fingle word an 
epitome of the whole poem on the wrath of 
Achilles: fuch poets as Ovid and Lactan- 
Tius defcribed plants, which they pever had 
leen, as they delcribed the neft of the phenix, 
which never exifted, from their fancy alone; 
and their defcriptiens ought ipJir ferioufly to be 
adduced a§ authorities on a queftion merely 
botanical ; but, if all the naturajifts o£ Greece 
and Italy had concurred in affurlng us, that the 
nard of India bore an ear or fpike, wuhout 
\paming the fource of their owq information, they 
would have deferved no credit whatever; be- 
caufe not one of them pretends to have feen the 
frelh plant, and they had not eved agreed among 
themfelves, whether its virtues .refided in the 
root or in the hujky leaves and IWlks, that were 
'-united with it. Pietro de^la* Valle,* the 
moft learned and accompliftied of eaftern tra- 
yeliers, does not feem to have known the Indian 
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fpikenard, though he mentions it mc^e than 
once by the obfolete name oi .Spigonardo •, but 
he introduces a Sumbul iFrom K^dl( or a part 
of ChmOy which he had fej^n dry, and en- 
tfearours to account for the' ^rabidk name in 
the following manner Since the Khatdian 
“ Sumbiil, fays he, is not a /pike but a root^ 
** it was probably fo, named, bec^ufe the word 
“ Sumbul may . fignify, in a large acceptation, 
*' not only the fpike, but the 'whole plants what- 
ever herb or grafs may be fown ; as the Ara~ 
“ bick diflionary (f), entitled Kdmus^ appears 
“ to indicate The paflage, to which ' he al- 
ludes, is this ; “ suj^BUL, fays the author of the 
“ Kdmus, is an odoriferous plant, the ftrongeft of 
which Is the ^uri, and the wcake^the Hindi ; 
“ but the Sumbul of Rum has the nahie of nar- 
din" . I fiiggefted In my former paper, and 
lhall repeat in this, that the Indian fpikenard, 
as it is gathered for ufe, Is in fadt the whole 
plant ; but there ^is a ‘better reafon w’^hy th^-- 
name Sumbul has been applied to it. By the 
way, Della Valle failed, as he tells us, along 


(f) Giacchejl Somhol del Catalog radice e non e Sptga^ 
potremmo «Iire, cTic cosi s i chiami, perclie forfe la parola 
Bombol pofla piu largameiitf significaTC non folo la fpiga, ma 
tutta *la pianta di ognia^rba o liiada, che fi femini*; come par, 
isjie il Camusy vacabolario ArahicOy ne dia indizio. 

Lett^ i8. di Baghdad* 
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the coa^ of Macrdh^ which he too fuppbfes to 
liave been a part .of Gedrojia ; but he never had 
heard, thartt produced*ZWw;r fpikenard, though 
tlie Perjians werfc fully acquainted with that 
province ; "for whuld not have omitted fo 
curious a faft in hiS , correfpondence with a 
learned phyliclan o£. Naples^ for whofe fake 
he W'as particularly inqujfitive concerning the 
drugs of Ajia : it is much tP he wifhed, that 
he had been induced to make a ihort excurfion 
into the plains of Macrdn, where *he might 
have found, that the wonderful tree, which 
AkriAn places in them, with jJowers like violets^ 
and with thorns of fuch force and magnitude, as to 
keep wild beajls in captivity, and to transfix men on 
horfeback, who rode by them inefiptioufiy, was no 
more probably than a Mimofa, the bloflbms of 
which refembled violets in nothin'g but in hav- 
ing an agreeable feent. 

Let us return to’ the Arabs, by whom Di- 
,oscoRiDES wa’s tranflated wi^h afliftance, which 
the wealth of a great prince will always pur- 
chafe, from learned Greeks, and who know the 
Indian fpikeflard, better than*^ny European, by 

the nanae of Sumbulul Hind : it is no wonder, 

• « 

that they reprefent it as weake£,in feint .find in 
power than the Sumbul of* the*lower Afia, which, 
unlefs my fmell be * uncommonly defedfive, 
is a ftrong Valerian ; efpecially as they cbukl 
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only have ufed the dry mrd of Irfdh^ which 
lofes ‘much of its odour between Rangpur 
and Calcutta. One queftion j)nly remains (if 
it be a queftion), whether tlie Sumhulul Hind 
be the true Indian fpikenard ; for, in that cafe, 
we know.' the plant to be of the natural order, 
which LiNNiEUS calls aggregate. Since the 
publication of my paper on this ftibjedJ:, 1 put 
a fair and plain ,queftion feverally to three or 
four Mujfelman phyficians, “ What is the Indian 
“ name o'f the plant, which the Arabs call 
** Sumbulul Hind?" They all anfwered, but 
fome with more readinefs than others,’ yatd- 
manst. After a pretty long interval, I fliewed 
them the /pikes (as they are called) of Jatd- 
mdnst^ and afke^. what was 'the Arabick name 
of that Indian drug : they all anfwered readily, 
Sumbulul Hind. The fame evidence may be 
obtained in this country by any other European., 
who feeks it ; and if, among twelve native 
phyficians, verfeddn Arabian and Indian phi- 
lology, a fingle man fhould after due confider- 
ation give different anfwers, I will' cheerfully 
fubmit to the Roman judgement of non liquet. 
My own inquiries having convinced .me, that 
the Indian fpikenard of Dioscorides is the 
Sumbulul Hitid, ^nd that the Sumbulu’l Hind is 
;thc /atarndnst of Amarsinh, I am perfuaded, 
that the true nard is a Ipecies of Valerian, pro- 
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duced in the moji remote and hilly parts oi'India^ 
fuch as hlipaly Morang^ and Butane near which 
Ptolemy "fixes its native foil : the commercial 
agents of the Divipraja call it alfo Pampiy and, 
by their account, the dried fpecimens, which 
look like the tails of ermines, rife^from the 
groundy refembjing eags of green •wheat both ia 
form and colour \ a fa<3, which perfectly ac- 
counts for the names Stachys^ Spica, Sumbuf 
and Khkjhah, which Gneeksy RomanSy Arabs, 
and Perfians have given to the drug, •though it 
is not properly a /pike, and not merely a root, 
but the •whole plant, which the natives gather for 
fale, before the radical leaves, of v^ich the 
fibres only remain after a few months, have 
unfolded themfelve,s from the br^fe of the ftera. 
It is ufed,* fa^ the Butan agents, as a perfume 
and in medicinal unguents, but ■ with other 
fragrant fubftances, the fcent *and power of 
which it is thought fo increafe : as a medicine, 
^hey add, it i^ principally efteemed for com- 
plaints in the bowels. Though confiderable 
quantities of fatdmanfi are brdhght in the 
taravans* from Butany^ yet the Jiving plants, 
by a law^ of the country, cannot ^e exported 
without a licence from the fovereign,* and the 
late Mr. Purl I Nd, on receiving, this intelli- 
gence, obligingly wrote,* for my iatisfadion, to 
the Divaraja, requefting him to fend eight* or 
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ten of the plants to Rangpkr. ten were according- 
ly fent in pots from Ttijijudan^^ with as many of 
the natives to take care of them under a chief, 
who brought a written anfJ^'er from the Rdjd 
of Butan ; but that prince made a great merit 
of having, complied wi,tli fuch a requeft, and 
my friend had the trouble of entertaining the 
meflenger and his tr^in for feveral weeks in his 
own hotife, which they feem to have left with 
reludf.^ncc. An account of this tranfadtion was 
contalned'in one of the laft letters, that Mr. 
Purling lived to write; but, as all the plants 
withered before they could reach Calcutta, and 
as inquiries of greater Importance engaged all 
my time, there was an end of my endeavours 
to procure the frcih yaiiiwi'uir, though not of 
my convi£lion, that it is the true aard of the 
ancient i. 
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V. ^ftinuw/I of «Sir VViluam Jones. 
See /Ifuitiik U>Jri7?L/.t.i^ \ol. 2, 405, 417, 

and vol. 4, ptire lop. 

NoV emu: R 6 th, 17^)4* I nceived fi'om 
the iionourahic C. A. J^ruci;, Commillimjcr 
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at Cobs~Beybar^ two fmall bafkets with plants of 
this valuable drug ; he writes to me on the iyth 
September (fo long had the plants been on the 
road), that he had, the day before, received 
them from the iJeb Rajab of Boo tan, and fur- 
ther fays, that the Booteahs know the plant by 
two names, viz. 'Jatamanfi, and Pampi or 
Paumpi. 

I need fcarce attempt to give any further 
hiftory of this famous odoriferous plant than 
what is merely botanical, and that with a view 
to help to illuftrate the learned differtations 
thereon, by the late Sir William Jones, in 
the 2d and 4th volumes of thefe Rcfearches, 
and chiefly by pointing out the part of the 
plant known by the namCj^ Indian Nard or 
Spikenard ; a queftion on which Matheolus, 
the commentator of Diofeorides, bellows a good 
deal of argument ; viz. Whether the roots, or 
ftalks, were the parts efteemed for ufe, the 
teftimony of the ancients theiafelves on this 
head being ambiguous. It is therefore necef- 
fary for thofe who wilh for a more particular 
account of it, to be acquainted with r/hat that 
gentleman has publilhed on the fubjed. 

The plants now received, are growing in 
two fmall balkets of earth, in each bal^t there 
appears above the earth between thirty and 
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forty hairy, fpike-HVe bodies, but more juftly 
compared to th^ tails of Ermines^ or fmall 
JVeafels ^ ; from the apex of each, or at leafl: of 
the greateft part of them, there^is a fmooth lan- 
ceolate, or • lanceolatd^-oblong, three or five- 
nerved, fhort-petiol’d, acute, or obtufe, llightly 
ferrulate leaf or two .ihooting forth. Fig. i. 
reprefents one^of them in iht above ftate, and 
on gently removing the fibres, or hairs which 
furround the fhort petiols of thefe leaves, I 
find it confifts of numerous (heaths, of which 
one, two or three of the upper or interior ones 
are entire, and have their fibres connedled by a 
light-brown coloured membranous fubftance as 
at but In the lower exterior (heaths, where this 
connecting membrane is decked, the more 
durable hair<-like fibres remain diftinCl, giving 
to the \\ hole the appearance of an Ermine\s tail : 
this part, as well as the root itfelf, are evidently 
perennial f. The root itfelf (beginning at the 

* The term fpica, or fpike, is not fo ill applied to this fub-, 
fiance, as may be uiiagined ; feveral of ther Indian grafles, 
well known to me, have fpikes almoft exadlly rcfembling 
a fingle flra'i^t piece of narjus, and ^hefi thofe hairs (or 
flexible arifta iik& brifllcs) arc removed, PtiNY’s words, 
** frutexradice pingiii et crafla,” are by no *mcan^ inapplica- 
ble. See Fig. 2 , from a to 

f The above deferibed perennial hairy portion of the 
plant, is clearly the Indian fpikenard of our (hops ; but 
VOL. III. * V. 
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furface of the earth where' the fibrous envelope 
endsj is fi'om three to , twelve inches long, 
covered with a pretty .thick, light-brown colour- 
ed bark : from the main root, which is fome# 
times divided, there iflues feveral fraaller fibres. 
Fig. 2, i^ another planf with a long root ; here 
the hair-like fheaths, beginning at a. are fepa- 
rated from this the perennial part of the ftem, 
and turned to the right fide ; at the apex is feen 
the young fhoot, marked 6, which is not fo 
far advanced as at Fig. \ \ c c c fhow the re- 


whether the nardus of the ancients, or not, I leave to better 
judges to determine ; however, I believe few will doubt it 
after having read Sir William Jones’s Differtations there- 
on, and compared'^what he fays ^'ith the accompanying 
drawings of the perennial hairy part of the oi this plant, 
which are taken from the living pknts immediately under 
my cv^n eyes: the drawing of the herbaceous, or upper 
part of the plant, is out of the queftion in determining this 
point, and only refers to the place the plant bears in our bo- 
tanical books. While writing the abotc, I defired an Hindu 
, fervant to go and buy me from their apothecaries ftops a 
little J&tanmnKy without faying more; or lefs : he immedi- 
ately went and brought me feveral pieces of 'the very identical 
drug, I have b^cn‘ deferibingj a drawing one of the 
pieces is reprefented at Fig. 4 , and agrees not only with 
thofe 1 have taken from the living plants, but alfo exceed- 
ingly wall wi^h ‘G/IR9JAS AB ORa'jr’s figure of the nardus 
indica, which is to bj found at page 129^ of the'^tJurlh edition 
of Clusius’s Latin tranflations of his hiftory of itdiart 
drugs, published in 1693* 
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mai^s of laft year’^ annual fteln. Whw the 
young fhoot is a.little further advanced than in 
Fig. 2, and not fo far as in Fig. i. they re- 
ferable the young convolute fhoots of mono- 
cotyledonous plants. * June 1 795* The ■whole 
of the abovementiondd plants have, periflied, 
without producing ^flowers, notwithftanding 
every care that could pdffibly be taken of them. 
The principal figure in the drawing marked Fig- 
3, and the following defcription, as well as the 
above definition, are therefore chiefly extradled 
from the engraving and defcription in the 
fecond volume of thefe Refearches, and from the 
information communicated to me by Mr. Burt, 
the gentleman who had charge of the plants that 
flowered at Gaya, and who gave Sir William 
Jones the drawing and defcription thereof. 

Defcription of the Plant. 

Root, it is already ’deferibed above. 

Stem, lower J)art perennial, involved in fibrous 
{heaths, &c. as above deferibed ; the upper pait 
herbaceous. fubered, fimple, froin lix to twelve 
inches lfe<\g. 

Leaves four-fold, the lowermoft pair of the 
four radical are oppofife, feffile, oblong, forming 
as it wfice a two-valved loathe ; the fither.pair 
are alfo oppofite peliol’d, cordate, margins 


E 2 
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^aved, and pointed ; thofcj, of the ftetn feilller 
and lahceolate ; all are fmooth pn both fides. 
Corymb terminal, fiiA divifion trichotomous. 
Bradts awl’d. 

r 

Calyx fcarce any. 

Carol one petal’d, funhel-fhaped, tube fome- 
what gibbous. Border five-cleft. • 

Stamens^ filaments, three, projed above the 
tube of the corol ; anthers incumbent. 

Pijiil^ germ beneath. Style ered, length of 
the tube. Stigma fimple. 

Pericarp y a fingle feed crovtned writh a pappus. 






THE FRUIT OF THE MELLORL 


BY THE BIUESmENT. 


As far a? wc can determine the clafs and order 
of a plant from a mere delineation of its fruit, 
we may fafely pronounce, tliat the Lerajfi of 
Nicobar is the Cadhi of the Arabs, the Ci'taca 
of the Indians, and the Fandtinus of out bo- 
tanifts, whkh is deferibed verj awkwardly (as 
Koenig firft obferved to me) in tlic Supplement 
to Linnjcus ; he had himfelf 'deferibed with 
that rli'gant condlenlfs, which conflitiites the 
beauty of the 'Linm’an method, not only the 
wonderful fruftificatiou of the fragrant Ci'taca^ 
but tnofi of the* flowers, which arc celebrated in 
Siinjcrit, by poets for their colon* or feent, and 
by pliyficiaiis for their medical ufrsj and, as 
he betiiicathed his manuferipts to Sir JoitEPii 
Banks, wc may be fure, thatjhe piibllck fpirit 
of that itluflriouH natu/alift will not fuffer the 
labours of his learned friend to he funk in ob- 
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livlon. Whether the PANbANUS Leratn be a 

f 

new fpecies^ or only a variety; we cannot yet 
pofitively decide; hut /four of -the plants have 
been brought from Nicohar^ and feem to flourifh 
in the- Company’s Botanical Garden, where they 
will probably bloflbm ; * and the gteateft en- 
couragement will, I truft,*be given to the culti- 
vation of fo precious a vegetable. A fruit 
weighing twenty or thirty pounds, and con- 
taining a farinaceous fubftance, both palatable 
and nutritive in a high degree, would perhaps, 
if it were common in thefe provinces, for ever 
fecure the natives of them fro!n the horrors of 
famine ; and the Pandmus of Bengal might be 
brought, I conceive, to equal perfection with 
that of Ntcoba^, if due care were taken to 
plant the male and female trees in the fame 
place, ‘inftead of leaving the female, as at pre- 
fent, to bear an imperfeCt and unproductive 
fruit, and the diftant male to fpread itfelf only 
by the help of its radicating branches. 



A CATALOGUE 


INDIAN PLANTS, 

COMPREH-ENDIISG THEIR SANSCRIT, 


AND 


AS MANY OF THEIR LINN^AN GENERIC NAMES AS COUIJ) 
WITH ANY DEGREE OF PRECISION BE ASCEkTAINED. 


BY THE PRESIDENT. 


A'CA'SABALLI', Caffyta* Amlalonicay Oxalis* 


Achyuta. Morinda, 
A'cranti Solanum* 
AcHia. 

5 Agaftya, JEfchjiriomme^ 
Agnls'ic’ha. 

Aguru, Cordta. 

Alabu, Cucurhita. 
Alamvufha, Bryonia* 

10 Mzxc^y Jdfclepias. 
Alpamarifha. 

Amala. 

A malady BhyllaniSus. 
Ambalht'’ha. 

15 hxc^ikmyGomphrenaf 


Amlavetafa, Hypericum, 
Amlica^ ^amarindui, 
Amra, Man^ifera, 

20 Ainrataca» Spandias, 
AncoVa. 

^ns'umati. 

AnU| Orjza. 
Apamarga. 

25 Apafl<^jita, Clitoria 
Area, J/dhpias. 
A'rdrac|, Amomum* 
lAiritnlda? 

Ariftit^, Xanihium, 

30 Arjaca, Ocymum, 
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Arjutia, Lagerjireemia ? 
Arufhcara, Semecarpus. 
A'smantaca. 

As oca, a new genus. 

35 A'sp’hota, NyBanpoes, 
A'usVrihi, Qryza. 
Atavifti^ 

Atichara. 

40 A Vigna, Carijfa? 

Bacula, Alimufips. 

Badar). Rbamnus. 
Bahuvayaca. 

Bahvanga, a new genus. 
45 Bala. 

Bkla. 

Bandhuca, Ixora, 

Banga, Cannabis ? 

B^ta, Ficus* 

50 Bhadramuftaca, Cyperus? 
Bhanga, Gojfypium* 
Bhanti, Clerodendrum* 
Bhavya, Dillenia. 
BharadwajL 

5 5 Bhuchainpaca, Kampfnia^ 
Bhujambuca. 

Bhulavanga, JuJJieua* 
Bhurandi, Ipomosa? 
Bhurja. 

60 Bhuftrma, And^^^pogon ? 
Bhutavesi, Ny^anthes* 
Berbc^k. 

. Bimba', Bryonia T • 
Bimbica, the fame ? 

65 Brahmanii Ovieda. 


BrahmafuverchalL 
Brfihmi, Ruta. 

*Bilva, Cratosva* 

Biianga. 

70 Cacamachi. 

Cac^ngi, Aponogeton P 
Cachu, Arum. 

Cadali, Mufa. 

Cadamba, Nauclea. 

75 Cahliira^ Nymph(£a. 

Caia. 

Cala. 

Calambi. 

Calami. 

80 CalayaCalinga, Ci<'r/^r^/V<5r. 
Calpaca. 

Cumalata, Ipomoea. 
Campilla, a new genus. 
Canchanara, Bauhmia. 

85 (Sanda, Draconthm. 
Candarala. 

Candura, Dolichos. 
Canduruj Scilla ? 
'Cangu. 

90 Cantaja, Agave P 
Capilk. 

Capitt’lia* Limonia. 
Carahjkca, a new genus. 
95 Ckravella, Cleome ? 

' C'aravi, Laurus. 

Caravira, Nerium. 
Carmaranga, Averrhoa. 
Carnickra, Pavetta* 
zoo Carparala, A/oe ? 
Carpksj, Gojyplum^ 
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Carpura> Lauras^ 
Caruna^ Citrus* 

C':fa^ Saccharum. 

5 Cajhm'tra* 

Cat^ca, Strychnos* 
Cktp’hak, Tabernaethon^ 
tana* 

Catu. • 

Cemuca. 

10 Cefara, Croats* 

Cetaca, Fandanm* 
Chacrala. 

C’hadira, Mim^a, 
Ch’hatr^ca, Agartcus, 

15 Champaca, Michelia* 
Chanaca. 

Chanda. 

Chandana, Sanialum* 
Chandrica. 

20 C'harjura, Phosnix. 
Charmacailui. 

Chavaca. 

Chitra. 

Chitraca, Plumbago.^ 

25 Chorapufhpi,^ 5 f/V/>f/f. 
Cirata. 

Codrava. 

Corangi. 

Covidkra, Bauhinia* 

30 Clitaca.* 

Cramuca. 

Crifhna. 

Crifhnachuri, Poihciana* 
Cfhirtivi, Afckpias F 
35 Cfliumii, Liftum* 


Culaca, Stri^inos^ 
Cuimalha. 

Cumbha. 

Cumbhick, Ptfiia, 

40 Cumuda, Aienianthes*. 
(Cuftcuma, Crocus)? 
Cunda, Jafmmum* 
Curubaca, Barleria* 
Curuntaca. 

4£ Curuvaca. 

Cus'a, Poa* 

Cufhmanda, Cucumls? 
Cufumbha, parthamus* 
Cutaja, Jafminum* 

50 Cuvalaya. 

Cuveraca, SnvieUnia ? 
Damapana. 

Dantica. 

Dhanykca. 

55 Dkrima^ Punica* 

Dasi. 

Dovadaru, Umm* 
DhaUici. 

Dhuftura, Datura. 

60 Dbnk, Artemifia* 
Dracfha, Vitis. 
Durgaja'ta, Ophioglojfum^ 
Durva, ^Agrojlis. 
Dwipatri, Impatiens* 

($5 E'Ji^ Amomum* 
E'labalucA. 

Eranda, Ricinus* 
fc Gajfipippali, a new go* 
nus? 

Gambhkrl. 
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70 Gand^S, 

Gajfidhara'ja, Gardenia^ 
Gandira> Solanum P 
Gaurichandra, Hed^a^ 
rum* 

Gh ant apa tali. 

75 Gho'nta^ Rhaninus, 
Gho'fhaca. 

Gra'nt’hila. 

Grinjana, Dnucus. 
Go'cantaca, Barlena* 

80 Godha'padL 

Go'dhuQfia, TCriticum. 
Go'jihva', Elephant opus*. 
Golomi , Agrojlis ? 
Gonarda, CyperusP 
85 Goracflia'. 

Govacflii. 

Govara', Eranthemum P 
Guggulu. 

Guha'. 

90 Gunja', Abrus, 

Guva'ca, Areca* 
Haimavati. 

Halaca, Nymphoea, 
llanu. 

‘95 Haricus'a, Acanthus, 
Haridra, Curcuma. 
Haridru. 

Haritacl, Termjfialia, 
Haritala. ‘ 

200 IJarya'nga, Ciffus. 
^Hemapufhjiica, « 
num, 

Hexnasa'gara, Cotyledon. 


yUamochica'. 

Himavati. 

5*Hingu, Terebinth us* 
Hipguli, Solanum, 
Hintala, Elate. 

Holica* • 

Jambira, Citrus, 

10 Jambu, Eugenia, 
Jatama'nsi, Falcriana, 
Java, T^’minalia P 
Jayap’hala, Myrijiica, 

J ayanti , JEJehynomene, 

15 Icfliu, Saccharum. 
Icfliura. 

Icfliwa'cii* 

Jim Ufa. 

Indjvara, TradefcantiaP 
20 Jiraca, 

Jivantj. 

IndravarunL 

Ingudi. 

Irba ru. 

25 IVwaramdla, Arijlolochia. 
Lacucha, Artocarpus? 
Langali, Nama? 

Lata rca, Allium. • 
I^afuna, Allium > 

30 Lavalt, Averrhoa. 

Lavanga, Caryophylius, 

* Lodhra. 

Madana, Pifonia, 
Madhuca, Ba/Jia. 

35 Madliulaca. 

Madhuraca. 

Madhuiiigru, Guilandina. 
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Mahajali. 

MahaTw^ta- 
40 Malapu. 

Malatl, Jafmtnuuu 
Mallica> Ny^anthes. 

Arum ? 

Manda'ra, Erythrina. 

45 Ma'rcara. 

Marcati. 

Maricha, C^icum, 
Marunmala'. 

MaTaparm. 

50 Ma'ftia, Phafeolus* 

Ma'fhandari, Cdllieorpa, 
Mafura. 

Ma'tulanga, Citrus, 
Mauri. 

55 Mayura. 

Muchucunda, Pentapetes. 
Mudga. 

Mudgaparni. 

Mulaca, Raphanus, 

60 Mundaballi) Ipomoea, 
Mura . 

Murva', Aletrjs,, 

Muftaca, Schasms P 
Na'gabala^ Sida. 

65 Na'gaballi, Sauhinia. 
Na'gacefara, Alefua, 
Na'gada'na, Artemifia. 
Nagaranga, Citrus, 

Nala, Ariflida ? 

70 Nall. 

Naranga. 

Narice'la, Cocos, 


S 9 

NIchula, a new genus* 
Nili, Indigofera, • 
Niiotpaia, Pontederia^ 
Nimba, Melia, 

Nya'ra, Oryxom 
Pa'cala. 

Padma, Nymphoea^ 

80 Pala'ndu, 

PalaTa9 Butea, 

Panafa, Artocarpus^ 
Parna'fa, Ocymum, 

Pa'tali, Bigrnma. 

Pa'tola, BolqfiumP 
Paura'. 

Pichula, 7 amarix, 

Pilu> Alo'iP 
Pinya'. 

90 Plppala, Ficus, 

Pippali, Piper. 

PJya'Ia. 

Pitafala. 

Placiha, Ficus, 

95 Prifaipami. 

Priyangu. 

Potica, Phyfalis, 
Punarnava, Boerhaavia* 
Pundarica. 

300 Pundra. 

Puticaraja, Guilandina, 
Rt^amula^ Olderdandlcu 
Raja'dai^a. 

Rajani. 
f Ra'jicau 
Ra'ihtrica^ 

RaTna^i Ophkpcyluni? 
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Renuca. 

Riddhi. 

10 Rilhabka. 

Rochana'. 

Rohita, Putttca, 
Sacotaca, 

S abaca Ad an gif era, 

15 Sahacbari. 

Sailcya^ Mufcus. 
Sairjyaca) Barkria. 
Salvala. 

S'a'la. 

20 SVlancl^i. 

S a'lmali, Bombay, 
Sama»ga\ 2 ? 

S ami, Adimqfa, 

S amira, Mimofa* 

25 Saniudiaca, Aquilicia. 
Sana',. Qrotatarra, 
Sancarajata', Hedyfarum, 
S^ancliapulhpa, Ccix, 
Sara* 

30 S^arala* 

Sarar>a\ 

S'atamuli. 

S'atapuflipa. 

Sat'hi. 

3 5 S ep^ha'/ica', Ny^anthes* 
Septal a', Ny^anthes, 
Septaparna, Eclites* 
Serfhapa, ^timpis, 
S'\mh\^l)oIich^s . 

40 Sindhuca, 

Sirllha, Mimofa* 

S tfu, Croton P 


Ig'iva'. 

Sobha njana) GuHandina, 
%J5‘ Sbmalata', Ruia ? 
Sqjaiara'ji, PoEderia* 
S'blp’ha. 

• S onaca, Bignonia^ 
Sringa'taca, Trapa. 

50 S'n'parna. • 

S t ”ia i a pad m a, HiHftts, 
S'tKa. • 

Suniftiannaca, Marfdea, 
55 Siirabhi. 

Suryamani, Hihifcus, 
Suvernaca, 

S ya'ma', new genus* 
S'yama'ca. 

60 Tala, Borajfus, 

Ta'lamulaca, CocbUaria t 
Ta H, Corypha, 

I'amala, Laurus ? 
Ta'mbuli, Piper, 

65 Ta'mracuta, Nicoiiana, 
^Ta'raca, Amomum ? 
Taruni, Aloe, 

Tatpatrj, Laurus, 

Tila, SefamU 7 n» 

70 Tilaca. 

Tinduca, Diojpyres., 
Tinfa, Ebeniis P 
Trapuftia, Curumis, 
Trayama'na'. 

75 TVivrita'. 

Tubarica'. 

Tulai AloruSf. 
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Tunga. 

Udumbara, Ficus. 

8o Vh^^iy Jrijlida ? 
Upodica. 

Urana, Cajfta. 

Utpala ? • 

Vajradru, Euphsrhia. 
85 Valvaja^ 'Andropogan ? 
Vanaceli, Canna. 
Vanamudga.^ 
Vana'rdraca, Cojlus P 
Vanda', Eptdendrum. 
90 Vanda', Loranthus. 
Vanda', Vifcum. 
Vanda'ca, ^iercus. 
Vans'a, Bambos. 
Va'ra'hi. 

95 Vara'ngaca, Laurus* 
Va'runa- 

Va'faca, Dianthera, 
VaTalya/ 


Va'ftuca, Amaranthus ? 
400 Vafu. 

Va'taca* 

Vatsa'dani, Menifpermum* 

V;^yaf 61 L 

Vetata, Barleria. 

Vetra, Calar^us. 
Vichitra', Tragla. 

Vida'ru 

Vidula. 

Virana, Andropogon. 

10 Viflia'nL 

Vifta'raca, Convolvulus. 
Vrithi, Oryza. 
Vya'ghranac’ha. 
Vya'ghrapa'da. 

IS Ya'fa. 

Yava, Hordeum. 

Yav|fa, Poa? 

Yu^fca'rafa'. 

Yut’hica', Jafmmum. 



• BOTANICAL OBSERVATIONS 


SELECT INDIAN PLANTS* 
BY THE PRKIDENT. 


IF my names of plants dlfpl^afe you, fays the 

* great iS'«p^</j^botanift, choofe others more agree- 

* able to your tafte,’ and, by this candour, he has 
difarmed all the criticifm, to which as it muft 
be allowed, even the critical parts of his ad- 
mirable works lie continually open : 1 avail my- 
felf of his indulgence, and am very folicitous to 
give Indian plants their true Indian appellations ; 
becaufe lam fully perfuaded,thatLiNN^US him- 
felf would have adopted them, had he known 
the learned and ancient language of this country; 
as he, like all other men, would have retained 
the native ndi^s of Afiatick regions and cities, 
rivers and mountains, leaving friends or perfons 

* This paper<* was anrtounced in the fpecimen of an Afiatick 
Common- place Book, whicK the Prefident added, in the 
third volume of thefe Tranfaftions, to Mr. Harkincton's 
l^opofal for an improvement of Locke’s ufcful plan* 
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of eftlinence to pi^ferve their own names by 
their own merit,* and inventing new ones* from 
diftinguiftiing ms^rks and properties, for fuch 
objefts only as, being recently difcovered, could 
have had lio previous denomination. Far am I 
from doubting the greaf importance of perfeA bo^ 
tanical defcriptions\ for languages expire as nations 
decay, and the true fenfe, of many appellatives 
in every dead language muft be loft in a courfe 
of ages : but, as long as thofe appellatives 
remain underftood, a travelling phyfician, who 
fhould wifh to procure an Arabian or Indian 
plant, and, without afking for it by its learn- 
ed or vulgar name, fliould hunt for it in the 
woods by its botanical charaSier^ would refembic 
a geographer, who, defiring t«*find his way in a 
foreign city or province, Ihould never inquire 
by name for a ftreet or a town, ^but w^t with 
his tables and inftruments, for a*proper occafion 
to determine its longitude and latitude. 

The plants, defcribed in the following paper 
by their claflical appellations, with their fyno- 
nyma or epithets, and their names in the vulgar 
dialedis, have been fplefted fgr* their novelty, 
beauty, poetical fame, reputed hfe -in medicine, 
or fuppofed holinefs ; and frequ^t allufigns to 
them all will be found, if iSci^^Safifcrit language 
fhould ever be generally ftudied, in the popular 
and facred poems of the ancient Hindv^^ in their 
medical books and law trads, axrd even in the* 
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Vidas thcmlelves: though mnhappily' I tiaiiot 
profels, with the fortunate Swede ^ to have feea 
without glaffes all the parts of the flowers, 
which I have defqribed, yet you may be aflTured, 
that I have mentioned no part of theln, which I 
have not again and agafin examined with my 
own eyes ; and though thcfcweaknefs of my fight 
will for ever preveru: my becoming a botanift, 
yet I have in fome little degree atoned for that 
fatal defe£t by extreme attention, and by an 
ardent zeal for the moft lovely and fafcinating 
branch of natural knowledge. 

Before I was acquainted wnth the method 
purfued by Van Rheede, neceflTity had obliged 
me to follow a fimilar plan on a fmaller fcale; 
and, as his mode of flu dying botany, in a coun- 
try and climate by no means favourable to 
botanical exqurfions, may be adopted more fuc- 
cefsfully by thbfe who have more leifure than I 
ihall ever enjoy, I prefent you with an intereft- 
ing pafTage from one of his prefaces, to which I 
fhould barely have referred you, if his great 
work were not unfortunately confined, from its 
rarity, to very few hands,. He informs us in an 
introdudion xd his third volume, that feveral 
Indian phy/icians and Brahmens had compofed 
f* by his ofder,^ aVatalogue of the moll cele- 
8^ brated plants, w’hich they diftributed accord- 
ing to their times of bloSoming and feeding, 
to the configuration of their leaves, and to 
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** the forms of thefr flowers arid fruit j that, at 
** the proper feafons he gave copies of the lift 
to feveral intelligent men, of whom he fent 
parties into different ^refts., with inftrudionj 
“ to bring'him, from ill quartern, fuch plants 
“ as they faw named,* with their firuit, flow- 
“ ers, and leaves, even though they fhould 
“ be obliged »to climb* the moft lofty trees 
“ for them ; that three or four painters^ who 
“ lived in his family, conftantly and accu-^ 
“ rately delineated the frefh plants, of which, in 
his prefence, a full defcription was added ; 
“ that, in the meanwhile, he had earneftly re-* 
“ quelled all the princes and chiefs on the 
“ Malabar coaft to fend him fuch vegetables, as 
“ were moll dillinguilhed for ufe or for elegance, 
“ and that hot one of them failed to fupply his 
“ garden with flowers, which he foraetimes 
“ received from the diftance of fifty or fixty 
“ leagues ; that when his herbarills had coIle(fted 
“ a fufficient number of plants, when his 
“ draughtfmen ^ had Iketched theiy figures, and 
** his. native botanills had fubjoined their de- 
“ fcriptiom he fubmitted the dra^^ings to a little 
** academy of Pandits, whom fte^ufed to con- 
“ vene for that purpofe from different parts of 
“ the country ; that his affembSy often confilled 
■** of fifteen or fixteen learned natives, who vied 
** with each other in giving correct anfwers to 
vot. III. r 
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** all his qvteftions concerntng the names and 
“ virtues of the principal vegetables, and that he 
** wrote all theit anfwers in his note-book ; 
“ that he was infinitely'^delighted with the can- 
did, modeil, amicable, and refpe£lful debates 
“ of thofe pagan philofbphers, each of whom 
“ adduced paffages from 'ancient books in fup- 
“ port of his own opinion, hut' without any 
‘‘ bittemefs of conteft or the leaft perturba- 
“ tion of mind ; that the texts which they 
“ cited were in verfe, and taken from books, 
“ as they pofitively alTerted, more than four 
“ thoufand years old ; that the firft couplet of 
“ each feftion in thofe books comprifed the fy- 
“ nonymous terms for the plant,- which was the 
“ fubjeft of it, "and that, in the fubfequent 
verfes, there was an ample account of its 
“ kind - or fpecies, its properties, accidents, qua- 
“ lities, figure, parts, place of growth, time of 
“ flowering and bearing fruit, medical virtues, 
“ and more general ufes j that they quoted thofe 
“ texts by memory, having gotten them by 
“ heart in their carlieft youth, rather as a play 
“ than a ttudy^- according to the immemorial 
“ ufage of fijc^ Indian tribes, as are deftined by 
“ law to the dearned profeffions ; and on that 
fifigular law of 'tribes, peculiar to the old 
Egyptians and Indians^ he adds many folid and 
^ pertinent remarks.” Now when we com« 
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plain, and myfclf at* much as any, that we have 
no leifure in Indi{t for literary and philofdphical 
purfuits, wefhould conrfder, that Van Rheede 
was a nobleman at the h^d of an Indian govern- 
ment in his time ver^ cpnliderahle, and that he 
fully difcharged all the(;duties of hisamportant 
ftation, while he foupd leifure to compile, in 
the manner jqfi: defcrib'ed, thofe twelve large 
volumes, which Linn^us himfelf pronounces 
accurate. 

I. Ta'raca: 

VuLG. 'Tdrac. 

Linn. Amomum. 

Cal. Perianth fpathe-like, but fitting on the 
germ; tubular, one leaved, broken at the 
mouth into few irregular. (harp toothlets ; 
dowmy, "ftriated ; in part coloured, in part 
femipellucid. 

Cor. One-pctaled, villous. 7ube fhort, fun- 
nel form. Border Exterior three 

parted; coloured like the calyx; divijions 
oblong, ftriated, internally concave, rounded 
into flipperlite bags ; the two lower divifions, 
equal, rather deflefted ; the higher, fomewhat 
longer, oppofite, bent in a coflurary diredion, 
terminated with a long point, jnterior, J;wo- 
lipped (unlefs th*e upper lip Jie cilled'the fila- 
ment) ; wwAifr lip revolute, with a tooth on 
each fide near the bafe ; two-parted from the 
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middle ; divijions axe-foljn, irregularly end- 
nicked. NeSiaries^ two ^or three honey- 
bearing, light browfa* glofly bodies at the 
bafe of the under lip, jull below the teeth j 
ereft, awled,*convermng into a fnull cone. 

S TAM. filament (unlejSs it be called the upper 
lip of the interior border), channelled within, 
Iheathing the ftyle j dilated above into the 
large flefhy anther ^ if it can juftly be fo 
named. Anther oblong, externally convex 
and entire, internally flat, divided by a derp 
furrow ; each divijion, marked with a per- 
pendicular pollen-bearing line, and ending in 
a membranous point. 

PiST. Germ beneath, protuberant, roundifh, 
obfcurely thr^e fided, externally foft with 
down. Style threadform, long as the fJamenty 
the top of which nearly clofes round it. Stig- 
ma headed*, perforated. 

Per. Capfule (or capfulat berry y not burfting 
in a determinate mode) dblong-roundilh, 

, three ftriped, fmooth, crowned with the per- 
manen't calyx and corol ; with a brittle coat, 
almoft blaclf without, pearly within. 

Seeds, loppe^ with three or four angles, very 

fmooth, ertclofed within three oblong, round- 

• • 

§d, foft, meifihranous integuments, conjoined 
by a branchy receptade ; in each parcel, four 
or five. 
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Interior Border of tlie corol, pink and white ; 
under lip, interhally st^ilk-white, with a rich 
carmine ftripe in each of its divihons. Seeds 
aromatick, hotter thrm Cardamoms, heaves 
alternate,* fheathing, Oblong, pointed, keeled, 
mod entire, margined, bright grafs-green 
above ; very fmooth pale fea-green below. 
Stem compreffed, three ‘or four feet long, 
bright pink near its bafe, ere£l, ending in a 
beautiful panicle. Peduncles many flowered ; 
hra5ts few lance-linear, very long, withering. 
Boot fibrous, with two or three bulbous knobs, 
light brown and fpungy within, faintly aro- 
matick. 

Although the Taraca has properties of an 
Amomum^ and appears to be one of thofe plants, 
which Rumphius names Globba^ yet it has the 
air of a Languas, the I ^ believe; of a 

Renealmia, and qo exa£t correfpondence 
with any of the, genera fo elaborately defcribed 
by Koenig : its eJJ'ential charaSier, according to 
Retz, would cpnfift in its two parted interior 
border, its channelled Jilament, and its twocleft 
anther witlr pointed divt/ions, 

2. Bhu'champaca ; 

VuLG. Bhuchampac, 

Linn. Round-rooted |CiEMPfERiA. 

Cal. Common Spat he imbricated, many 
flowered ; partial. Perianth one leaved, 
fmall, thin, obfcurc. 
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Cor. One petaled. Tub'f very long, flender, 
ful>-cylindric below, funnel form above, fome- 
what incurved. Border double, each three 
parted: exterior^^ divrfions lanced, acute, drop- 
ping; interior^ two I higher divifions ere£l, 
lapping over, oblong,* pointed, fupporting the 
back of the anther ; lo'^per divilion, expand- 
ing, deflected, twP-cleft ; fubdhifions broad, 
axeform, irregularly notched, endnicked, witk, 
, a point. 

Stam. 'Filament adhering to the throat of the 
corol, oblong below, enlarged, and twolobed 
above, coloured. Anther double, linear, 
higher than the mouth of the tube, fixed on 
the lower part of the filament, conjoined 
round the plfiil, fronting the two cleft di- 
vifion of the border. 

Pi ST.. Gertjt very low near the root, attended 
with a neilareous gland. Style capillary, 
very long. Stigma funnel form below, com- 
prefled above ; fanlhaped, twolipped, downy, 
emerging little from the conjoined anther. 

Per, and Seeds not yet feen. 

Scape thickifii, very Ifiprt. Coro/, richly fra- 
grant ; and exterior border milkwhite, 

divifions"' dropping, as if fenfitive, on the 

! *flighteft 'touch,' and foon yielding to the 
preffure of the air;* interior border purple, 
the higher divifions diluted, the lower deeply 
colourfcd within, variegated near the bafe. 
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One or two floi^^ers blow every morning in 
April or May^ and wither entirely before 
funfet : after the fptJ^ is exhaufted, rife the 
large leaves keeled, bro/id-lanced, membranous 
nerved. . Root with liany ronndiih, or rather 
fpindlelhaped bulbs. 

This plant is clearly, the Bencbdpo of R heed e, 
whofe native ailiiiant had written Bhu on the 
drawing, and intended to follow it with Champd: 
the fpicy odour and elegance of the ■ flowers, 
induced me to place this K.®mpperi*a (though 
generally known) in a feries of felei^ Indian 
plants ; but the name Ground Champac is very 
improper, fince the true Cbampaca belongs to a 
different order and clafs ; nor is there any re- 
femblance between the two flgwers, except that 
both have a rich aromatick fcent. 

Among all the natural orders^ there is none, 
in which the genera fcem lefs 'precifely afcer- 
tained by clear ejfential charaSlers^ than in that, 
which (for want of a better denomination) has 
been called fcitamineous ; and the judicious 
Retz, after confcfling himfelf rather ’diffatislied 
with his qwn generick arrangement, which he 
takes from the border of the ^rpl, from the 
Jiameuy and principally from the SStHhir^ declares 
his fixed opiniorf, that thpgtnera in 'this order 
•will never be determin'td with ahfolute certainty 
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until all the fcitamiruous plahts of India fiall be 
perfeSlly dejcribed. 

3. SeVhalica': 

SyN. Suvabd, NirgudL NtllcJj Nivdricd. 
VuLG. Singabir, Nibl^i: 

Linn, Sprrowful NvarANTHES. 

In all the plants of this.fpecies examined by 
me, the calyx was villous ; the f order of the 
corol white, five-parted, each divifion unequally 
fubdivided; and the tube of a dark orange- 
colour j the Jlamens and pijiil entirely within 
the tube ; the berries^ twin, comprefled, capfular, 
two-celled, margined, inverfe-hearted with a 
point. This gay tree (for nothing forrowful 
appears in its nature) ipreads its rich odour to a 
. confiderable diftan<:e every evening ; but at fun- 
rife it flieds moft of its nigbt-fowers, which are 
colleded- with care for the ufe of perfumers 
and dyers. My Ptf«^Vjunanimonfly alTure me, 
that the plant before us is their Sif baited^ thus 
named becaufe bees are fuppofed to Jleef on its 
blolToms j but NiUcd muft imply a blue colourj 
and our travellers infill, that the Indians give 
the names of Pnrijdtica or Pdrijdta to this ufe- 
ful fpecies of, l^ Bantbes : on the other hand, I 
know that' PdHjdta is a name given to flowers 
pf a genus totally, difierent ; and there may be a 
vapety of this with blueifh corpls ; for it is ex* 
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prdEsly declared, irAthe Amarc 6 jb, thati when 
“ the Sip' hdlica has uahite flowers, it is named 
“ Switafurafd^ and Bb^aves'i." 

4. «. Maghya : 

Syn. Cunda. 

Linn. NyBanthes Sambac. 

See Rheede ; 6 H.,M. tab. 

Flo^ 'en exquUitely wRit§, but with little or 
no fragrance ; Jiem, petioles^ and calyx very 
downy ; leaves egged, acute ; below rather 
hearted. 

/S. Septala : 

Syn. Navamallicdy Navatndlicd. 

VuLG. Bila^ Muta-bela. 

B u R M . Many-Jlowered NyBanthes. 

See 5 Rumph. tab. 30. 6 H. M. tab. 50. 

Thfe bloiflbms of this variety are extremely 
fragrant. Zambak (fo the word Ihould be 
written) is a flower to which Perjian and Arabian 
poets frequently allude. 

5. Mallica i 

Syn. Trtnafulya^ Malliy Bhbpadiy Satabhiru, < 
VuLG. Desi~bild. 

Linn. Wavy-leaved Nyctanthes. 

Berry globular, Ample, one-ceH^d, Seed large, 
Angle, globular. 

According to Rheede, th< 'Brahnttns in the 
weft of tnSa diftinguiih this flower by the word 
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Cafiurtf ot mujk, on accou'\|£ of its very ricli 
odour, 

6. A'sp’hota' ; 

Vanamalti. 

Vu LG. BanmaHica. 

Linn. Narrow-leaved j^vcxANTHEs. 

The Indians confider tljis as a variety of the 
former fpecies ; and the blowers are nearly alike. 
Obtufe-leaved would have been a better fpecilick 
name : the petals, indeed, are comparatively 
narrow, but not the leaves. This charming 
fiower grows wild in the forefts ; whence it was 
called Vanajdti by the Brabtncns, who affiftcd 
Rheede; but the Jati, or Mdlati, belongs, I 
believe, to the next genus. 

7. Ma'lati':.^ 

Syn. Sumand, Jdti. 

Aiwa. , Mdh), ydti, Chamheli. 

Linn. Great-flowered Jasmin. 

Buds blufliing ; corol, raoftly with purplilh 
edges. Leaves feathered with an odd one ; 
, two or three of the terminal leajiets generally 
confluent. 

Tliough Mdlatt and ydti are fynonymous, yet 
fome of the native gardeners diftinguilh them; 
and it is only, that I have examined. 

Commeline . h^d been informed, that the ya- 
vans give the name of 'IMdleti to the Zambak, 
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•which in Sanfcrfk'i^ called NavamalKca^ and 
•which, according to Rheede, is ■ ufcd Jjy the 
Hindus in their facrific!;s ; but they make offn’- 
ings of moft odoriferojas flowers, and partial* 
larly of the various ya^ins and Zambaks. 

8 . Yut’hica'; 

Syn. Mdgadht^ Gt^iciy Ambajhf hd^ Tut' hi. 

VuLG. jut'^ ym. * 

Linn. Azorick Jasmin. 

Leaves oppofite, three’ d. Branchlets crofs-armed. 
Umbels three-flowered.* Carols white, very fra- 
grant. The yellow Yut'htch, fay the Hindus, 
is called Hhnapujlspicd, or golden-Jlowered 
but I have never feen it, and it may be of k 
different fpecies. 

9. Amlica': 

Syn.* ‘Lintidi, Chinchd. 

VuLG. Tintiri', T amrti Ibindi^ ox Indian TiaXt. 
Linn. Tamarindus. 

The flowers of the Tamarind are fo exqui* 

fitely beautiful, the fruit fo falubrious, when art 

acid fherbet is required, the leaves fo elegantly 

formed and arranged, and the whole tree fo 

magnifiqent, than I could not r^rain from giving 

a place in this feries to a pjanj already well 

known ; in all the flowers, however, ‘that I have 

• • 

examined, the cbalition of the* ftamens appeared 
fo invariably, that the Tamarind Ihould be re* 
pioved, I think, to the Jixteenth clafs ; and it 
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were to be wifhed, that fo bj^barous a word as 
Tamarindus, corrupted from an. Arabick phrafe 
abfurd in itfelf, fince the plant has no fort of 
refemblancc to a date-trel<, could without incon- 
venience be rejefted, ai^^d'its genuifte Indian 
appellation admitted in its»room. 
lo. Sara : or Arrow-cane\ 

Syn. GundrOy or Playfdl; Tejaneca, or Acutq^ 
VuLG. Ser^ Serhert. 

Linn. Spontaneous ^A.cciiK'Rvyi. 

Cal. Glume two-valved ; valves, oblong- 
lanced, pointed, fubequal, girt with filky di- 
verging hairs, exquifitely loft and delicate, 
^ more than twice as long as the flower. 

Cor. One-valved, acute, fringed. 

St AM. Filaments three, capillary ; Anthers, 
oblong, incumbent. 

PiST. Germs very minute, jlyks two, thread- 
form. Stigmas feathery. 

Flowers on a very large terminal more 

than two feet long, in the plant before me, 
and one foot acrofs in the broadeft part ; con- 
fifting of numerous compound fpihes, divided 
into /pikelets, r tich. on a capillary, jointed 
rachis, at the jeants of which are the flowerets 
alternately dfelftile and pedicelled. Common 
pedtfncle ihany-fuirowed, with reddilh joints. 
Valvelet of the corol purple or light red j 
iRamens and piftils ruddy ; Jiigmas, purple 5 
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pedicles* of a A^ddilh tint ; finely contrafted 
with the long filvery beard of the ♦ calyx. 
Leaves very long, Ytriated, minutely fa wed; 
teeth upwards ; keel fmooth white, within ; 
iheatliiag the calni ; the * mouths of the 
fheaths thick, fet j\"ith white hairs. Culm 
above twenty fee^high ; very fmooth, round 
and light ; more clofeljr jointed and woody 
near the root, which is thick and fibrous ; it 
grows in large clumps, like the Venn. This 
beautiful and fuperb grafs is highly celebr^ed 
in the Pur anas ^ the Indian God of War, haij^j. 
ing been born in a grove of it, which burft 
into a flame ; and the gods gave notice of his 
birth to the nymph of the Pleiads^ who 
defcendcd and I'uckled ,the child, thenee 
named Cdrticeya. The Cdfay vulgarly Casio ^ 
has a Ihorter culm, leaves much narrower, 
longer and thicker hairs, but a fmaller pani- 
cle, lefs compotfnded, without the purplilh 
tints of the Sara : it is often defcribed with 
praife by the Hindu poets, for the whitenels 
of its bloflbms, which give a*lar^ plain, at 
fome diilance, the appearaijce of a broad 
river. Both plants are extreigely ufeful to 
the Indians^ who harden the'internodal parts 
of the culms, ind cut them ‘into impleijients 
fiar writing on theh* polilhed paper. From 
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the munja^ or culm, of tfie Sara was made 
the ' matifijh or holy thread, ordained by 
Meku to form the faccrdo^al girdle, in pre- 
ference even to the C/i/tf-grals. 

II. Duhva'; 

Sy n. S'atvparvicii, Safja/ra'i'hya^ B^targavt, 
Rudrtly Jintinid. 

Vurr;. Duh, 

Koen. Aorostis Linearis. 

Nothing circnti.il can 1)C added to the mere 
botanical deferiptiun of this moil beautiful grab-; 
which \ AN K'IKI has exhibited in a coarle 
delineation (jf i"s leaves only, under the bar- 
barous ajipellalion of Udimruva : its llowcis, 
in their ]>erfi(^l Hate, are among the lovdicil 
objeds in the vegetable world, and appear, 
through a letts, like minute rubies and emeralds 
in connant motion from the leafl breath of air 
It is the AveetefT and moll niitiltioiis palhire for 
cattle; and tt^ nfefulnefs added to its beauty 
induced the //mA», in ilieir carllefi ages, to 
believe, tliat it was the m.uifion of a bene- 
volent nyjnph. l’\en the I V.ia celebrates it ; as 
in the following t^\t of tl\c A/'harvauii : May 
** Diirviiy wliicjh rote from the water of life, 
•* which has 'a hundred roots and a hundnd 
ftems, efface a‘hmulrcd of my fins and pm- 
** h'.ng my exiilence of» rarlh for a hundnd 
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years I’*’ The plate was engraved from a (|raw- 
ing in Dr. RoxB(rRG.H’^ valuable colleftion of 
Indian graffcs. 

12. Cus'A ; orCiTs'Mz\: 

SvN. Cufhn^ Darbha^ Pavitra. 

VULG. Cujhtf, 

Koen. Poa Cynofiirdides, 

Having never feen this moft celebrated grafe 
in a ftate of perfed: inflorefcence, I clafs It ac- 
cording to the information, which Dr. Rox- 
burgh has been fo kind as to fend me : the 
leaves are very long, with margins acutely fawed 
downwards but fmooth on other parts, even on 
the keels, and with long points, of which the 
extreme acutenefs was proverbial among the 
old Hindus. Every law-book, •and almoft every 
poem, in Saiifcrit contains frequent allufions to 
the holinefs of this plant ; and, in the -fourth 
Veddj we have the following addi^efs to it at the 
clofe of a terrible incantation : *■ Thee, O Darb^ 

‘ ba^ the learned proclaim a divinity not fubjed 
^ to age or death ; thee they call the armour of 
^ In DR A, the preferver of regions, the deftroyer 
^ of enemies ; a gem that gives, mcreafe to thd* 
^ fiejd. At the tiiTve, when the ocean refouuded, 
‘ when the clouds murmured ;t»d lightmngs 
^ flaflied, then was Darbka produced, pure a*s a 
‘ drop of fine gold.^ Some of the leaves taper 
JO a moft acute, evanefeent point ; whence the 



«0 BOTANICAL OBSERVATIONS 

t » 

Faults often fiiy of a very fliarp-minded man, 

that his intelledls zrc.fcuU .as the point of a 

Cus*a leaf. 

13. Bandhu'ca,: 

Syn. Ra£laca\ Bandbujivaca. 

VuL^. Bdndhut\ Bar^aii, 

Linn. Scarlet Ixora. 

Cal, Perianth foyr-*parted, permanent ; di^ 
^oifions^ coloured, eredl, acute. 

Cor. One-petaled, funnel-form. Tube^ cy- 
lindrick, very long, flender, fomewhat curved. 
Border four-parted ; divijionsy egged, acute, 
dfclleded. 

Stam. Filaments four, above the throat very 
fliort, incurN^'ed. Anthers oblong, deprefled. 

Pi ST. Germ foundilh, oblate beneath. Style^ 
threadform, long as the tube. Stignia two- 
cleft, juft above the throat ; divifions^ exter- 
nally curved. 

Per. 

Seeds : 

‘Flowers bright crimfon-fcarlet, umbel-fafd-% 
cled. Leaves oval, crofs-paired, half-ftem- 
clafping, pointed ; pale below, dark green 
above, leathery, clothing the whole plant. 
Sfipules between the oppofite leaves, ere< 3 :, 
linear. Intern ruflbt, channelled. 

The Banduca-^emeti is often mentioned by 

th^ beft Indian poets; but the Pandits are 
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ftrangely divided ih opinion concerning the 
plant, which the, ancients knew by that name. 
R ADM AC ANT brought me, as the famed band- 
huca, fome flowers of the Doubtful Pap aver; 
and his younger brother Rama'ca'nt pro- 
duced on the following day the Scarlet Ixora, 
with a beautiful couplet in which it is named 
Bandbuca: foon after. Servo R u fliowed me a 
book, in which it Is faid to have the vulgar 
name Dop^ hariya^ or Meridian ; but by that 
Jlindufidni name, the Mufelmans in forae diftri£ts 
mean the Scarlet Pentapetes, and, in others, 
the Scarlet Hibiscus, which the Hindus call 
Suryamanii or Gem of the Sum The laft-men- 
tioried plant is the Siafmin of Rheede, which 
Linnjeus, through mere Inadvertence, has con- 
foundeil witJi the Scarlet Ventapetes^ defcribed 
in the Jifty-^fixth plate of the fame volume. I 
cannot refrain from adding, that no Indian god 
wsa ever named 15cqra; and that Is'wara, 
which is, indeed, a title of Siva, would be a 
very improper appellation of a plant, which has* 
already a clallical name. 

14. Carnica'ra: 

Svjf. Drumotpala^ Perivyddha, 

VuLG. Cdncrd ; Cat'hachampd. 

Linn. Indian Pavetta, 

It is wonderful, that the Pandits of this pro- 
vince, both priefts and phyficians, are unable to 
VOL. HI. G 
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bring me the flower, which Ca'lida'sa men- 
tions by the name of C^rtficara, and celebrates 
as a flame of the woods : the lovely Pavetta, 
which botanifts Jiave fufllciently defcribed, is 
called by the hengal peafants Cdncfa, which I 
fliould conclude to be a’corruption of the San- 
fcrit word, if a comment ijn the Amaracojh had 
not exhibited the vulgar name 
which raifes a doubt, and almoft inclines me to 
believe, that the Carnicdra is one of the many 
flowers, which the natives of this country impro- 
perly called wild Champacs, 

15. Ma'shandari": 

VuLG. Mafandari in Bengal; and Baflra In 
Hinduftdn. 

Linn. Ameri'cdn Q.ki.i.\ch'KVV%\ yet a native 
of fava ? 

Cal.- one-leaved, four-parted; Dhi~ 

flons pointed, ereft. 

CoR. One-petaled, funnel-form ; border four- 
cleft. 

Stam. Filaments four, thread-form, coloured, 
longer than the corol. Anthers roundifh, 
incumbent'. 

PiST. Germ above, egged. Style thread-form, 
coloured, longer than the ftamens. Stigma 
' thickilh, gaping. 

Per. 

Seeds, 
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Flowers minute, bright lllack, or light ^mrple, 
extremely beautifuL* • Panicles axillary one to 
each leaf, two-^forkcd, very fhort in compa- 
rifon of the leaves, downy. Bradls awled, 
oppofite", placed at each fork of the panicle. 
Leaves oppofite, petioled, very long, egged, 
veined, pointed, o^tufely -notched^ bright green 
and foft above, pale and downy beneath. 
Branches and petiols hoary with down. Shrub ^ 
with flexible branches ; growing wild near 
Calcutta : its root has medicinal virtues, and 
cures^ they say, a cutaneous diforder called 
nidjlja^ whence the plant has its name. Though 
the leaves be not fliwed, yet I dare not pror 
nounce the Jpecies to be new. See a note on 
the Hoary Gallic ^ Retz. Fa/cu\ 
p. f. n. 1*9. 

16. Sringa'ta: 

S Y N . S' rmgdtac a. 

Vu L c . Singhdra. 

Linn. Floating Trapa.- 

I can add riothing to what has, been written 
on this remarkable water-plant; but as the ancient 
Hindus were fo fond <jf its nut .(from the horns 
of which, they gave a name to the plant itfelf ), 
that they placed it among their lunar conftella- 
tions, it may certainly claim* alplace in a fefies 
of Indian vegetables. 

17. Chandana: 


G 2 
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Syn. , Gandbaf&ra, Malay Bbadrafri. 
VuLG. Cbandan^ Sandal^ Sorters. 

Linn. True Santalum; more properly San- 
dalum. 

Seed large, globular, fmoobi. 

Having' received fronl Colonel Fullarton 
many feeds of this exqulfite plant, which he 
had found in the thickets of Midnapiir, I had a 
languine hope of being able to defcribe its 
flowers, of which Rumphius could procure no 
account, and concerning which there is a Angular 
difference between Linnjeos and Burman the 
younger, though they both cite the fame authors, 
and each refers to the works of the other ; but 
the feeds have never germinated in my garden, 
and the Chanddn 'only claims a place in the pre- 
fent feries, from the deferved celtbrity of its 
fragrant wood, and the perpetual mention of it 
in the moft ancient books of the Hindus^ who 
conftantly defcribe the beft fort of it as flourifh- 
ing on the mountains of Malaya. An elegant 
Sanferit ftaryta, of which the following Verfion 
is literally exaft, alludes to the popular belief, 
that the Venhs, or bambtes, as they are vulgarly 
called, ofttn take fire by the violence of their 
collifion, and is addrefled, under the allegory of 
a 'fandal-tree to a virtuous man dwelling in a 
town inhabited by contending fadions : “ De- 
“ light of the world, beloved Chandana, ftay 
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“ no longer in this foreft, which is overspread 
“ with rigid pernicious Vans' as, whofe hearts 
“ are unfound ; and who, being themfelves con- 
“ founded in the fcorching.ftream of flames 
“ kindled by their mutual attrition, will confume 
“ not their own families merely, but this whole 
“ wood.” The original word durvans'a has a 
double fenfe, meaning both a dangerous bambu, 
and a man with a mifchievous offspring. Three 
other fpecies or varieties of Chandan are men- 
tioned in the Amaracoffa, by the names Taila~ 
parnica, Gosirffa, and Heric bandana : the red 
fandal (of which I can give no defcription) is 
named Ciichandana from its inferior quality, 
Ranjana and Rabla from its colour, and 'Tila- 
parni or Patrdnga from the fofm of its leaves, 
i8. Cumuda; 

Syn. Cairava. 

Vo LG, Ghain-chu. 

Rheede : I’sjeroea Cit Amhel. 1 1 H. M. t, 29. 
Linn. Menianthes? 

Cal. Five-pjyrted, longer than the tujpe of the 
corol, expanding, permanent ; dmjions, awled. 
Cor. One-petaled. S'ube, rather belled ; bor-^ 
der five-parted ; divijions oblong, wayy on the 
margin ; a longitudinal wing qp»foldlet iit the 
middle of each. The mouth* and whole inle- 
rior part of the corol lhaggy. 
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Stai^i. Filaments five, awled, ered ; Anthers 
twin, converging j 'five, alternate, Ihorter, 
fterile. 

Fist. Germ egged, very large in proportion ; 
girt at its bafe with five roundifh glands. 
Style very (hort, if any* Stigma headed. 

Per. Capfule four-celled,, many-feeded. 

Seeds round, compreffed, mihute, appearing 
rough, with fmall dots or points. 

Leaves hearted, fubtargeted, bright green on 
one fide, dark ruflet on the other. Flowers 
umbel fafcicled, placed on the ftem, juft below 
the leaf. Glands and Fiibc of the corol yellow ; 
border white ; both of the moft exquifite tex- 
ture : Cumuda^ or Delight of the Water, feems 
a general name for beautiful aquatick flowers ; 
and among them, according to Van Rheede, 
for- ■ the Indian Mcnianthes ; which this in 
part refembles. The divifions of the corol 
may- be called three -win'ged : they look as if 
covered with filver froft. 

19. Chitr-aca; 

SvN- Pdf Fin, Vahni, and all otfier names of 
Fire. 

VuLG. Chita, Cbiti, Chitrd. 

LiNn. Plombago of Sildn. 

Cal. Perianto one-leaved, egg-oblong, tubu- 
lar, five-fided ; rugged, interfperfed with mi- 
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nute pedicellcd glands, exuding tranfparent 
glutinous droplets.; clofely embracing 

the tube of the corol ; mouth five-toothed ; 
bafe protuberant with, the t^lves of the nec^ 
tary. 

Cor. One-petaled, funnel-form. Tube five- 
angled, rather incuiVed, longer x\\2lI\ the calyx. 
Border five-parted, ex*papding. Divijions in- 
verfe, egg-oblong, pointed, fomewhat keeled. 

NeSlary fivc-valved, pointed, minute, including 
the germ. 

Stam. Filaments five, thread-form, inferred 
on the valvelets of the ne(3:ary, as long as the 
tube of the corol. Anthers oblong, oblique. 

PisT. Germ egged, very fmall ; at firft, when 
cleared of the neftary, fmooth ; but afluming, 
as it fw(*lls, five angles. Style columnar, as 
long as the ftamens. Stigma fiverparted, 
flender. 

Per. None, unlefs we give that name to the 
five-angled coat of the feed. 

Seed one, oblong, obfcurely five-^ided, inclofed 
in a coat. 

Racemes vifcid, leafy. , Calyx light green. Corol 
milkwhite. Anthers purple, feen through 
the pellucid tube. Leaves aUernate, egged, 
fmooth, pointed, half Iheathing, partly waved, 
partly entire ; Jloral leaves^ fimilar, minute. 
Stem flexible (climbing), many-angled, joined 
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at the rife of the leaves. Root caulHck ; 
whence the name yishni, and the like. Chi- 
traca means attroMing the mind; and any of 
the Indian names would be preferable to 
Plumbago, or Leadwort. The fpecies here 
deferibed, feems moft to refemble that of Sei- 
lan ; the rofy Plumbago \s lefs common here : 
the joints of its .ftems are red ; the braBs 
three’d, egged, equal pointed, coloured- 
ao. Ca'malata': 

Syn. Surya-ednti, or SunJljine, 1 1 . H. M. 
t. 6o. 

Vu L G . Cdm-latd, Ijhk-pichah. 

Linn. Ipomoea ^amodit. 

The plant before us is the moft beautiful of 
its order, both in the colour and form of its 
leaves and flowers ; its elegant blolToms are 
celejiial rofy . red, love's proper hue, and have 
juftly procured it the name of Cdmalatd, or 
Love's Creeper, from which I Ihould have 
thought ^amoclit a corruption, if there were 
not fome reafon to fuppofe it an American word : 
Cdmalatd may alfo mean a mythological plant, 
by which all defires are granted to fuch as inha- 
bit the heaven of Indraj and, if ever flower 
•vsdi&''Worthy of paradife, it is our charming Ipo- 
moea. Many fpecies of this genus, and of its 
near ally the Convolvulus, grow wild in our 
Indian provinces, fome Ipreading a purple light 
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over the hedges, fome fnowwhite with a delicate 
fragrance ; and one breathing after funl'et the 
odour of cloves ^ hut the two genera are fo 
blended by playful nature, that very frequently 
they are ‘undiftinguifliable by the orols and 
ftigmas : for inftance, the MmdavaHi, or Beau- 
tiful Climber^ of 1\heede (of which I have 
often watched ’the large ipiral buds, and feen 
them burft into full bloom) is called Ipomoea by 
}^iNNiEUS, and Convolvulus (according to the 
Supplement) by Kcening ; and it feems a fliade 
between both. The divilions of the perianth 
are egg-oblong, pointed ; free above, intricated 
below ; its corol and tnbe^ thofe of an Ipomoea ^ 
its filaments of different lengths, with ajtthers 
arrowed, jointed above the bafb*s, furrowed, half- 
incumbent; the Ji^igrnas^ two globular heads, 
each globe an aggregate of minute roundifh 
tubercles ; the Jiem not quite fnmoth, but here 
and there bearing a few fniall prickles ; the 
very large corol exquifitely white, u ith greenifli 
ribs, that feerei to ad as mufcles.in expanding 
the contorted bud ; its odour in the evening 
very agreeable ; lefs ^rong thail the primrofe 
and lefs faint than the lily. The clove-fcented 
creeper, which blows in my garden at a ieafon 
and hour, when I* cannot examine* it accuratfely, 
feems of the fame genus, if not of the fame 
fpecies, with the MundavallL 
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21. Cadamba: 

Syn. Nipa^ Priyaca, Helipriya. 

VuLG. Cadamb, Cadam. 

Linn. Oriental P^auclea. 

To the botanical defcription of this plant I 
can add nothing, except that I always obferved 
a minute five-parted calyx, to each floret, and 
that the leaves are oblong, acute, oppofitc, and 
tranfverfely nerved. It is one of the moft 
elegant among Indian trees in the opinion of 
all who have leen it, and one of the holiefl: 
among them in the opinion of the Hindus: the 
poet Cali da's alludes to it by the name of 
Ntpa } and it may juftly be celebrated among 
the beauties of fummer, when the multitude of 
aggregate flowers, each confifting of a common 
receptacle perfectly globular and covered uni- 
formly with gpld-coloured florets, from which the 
white thread-form Jiyles confpicuoufly emerge, 
exhibits a rich and fingular appearance on the 
branchy trees decked with foliage charmingly 
verdant. Th,e flowers have an odour, very 
agreeable in the open air, which the ancient 
Indians compared to the., feent of new •wine j 
and hence ’they call the plant Halipriya, or 
beloved by Up lin, that is, by the third Ra'ma, 
who was evidently the Bacchus of India. 

22. Gandi'ra : 

SvN. Samajhi bilctt Lavana-’bhantdea, 
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VuLG. Lona^bhant\ Ins \ Sulatiya. 

N N • Sol ANtTM.. I» it the J^erbajcum-Xtdivtdl 

Cal, Perianth 5ne-Ieaved, cup-form or belled ? 
Obfcurely five-cleft, downj;^ pale, frofted, per- 
manent! Divijions egged, ered:, pointed, very 
villous. 

CoR. One-petaled.. Tube very fhort. Border 
five-parted. * Tiivtjions ooblong, pointed, ex- 
panding, villous. 

St AM. Filaments five, moft fliort, in the 
mouth of the tube. Anthers oblong, fur- 
rowed, converging, nearly coalefcent, with 
two large pores gaping above. 

Pi ST. Gerin roundifh, villous. Style thread- 
form, much longer than the ftamens. Stig-* 

rna obtufe-hcaded, 

• • 

Per. Berry roundifh, dotted above, hoary, 
divided into cells by a flelhy receptacle with 
two, or three, wings. 

Seeds very many, roundifh, comprefled, neft- 
ling. 

Leaves alternate, egg-oblong, pointed, rather 
wavy on the margin, delicately fringed with 
down ; * darker and very foft above, paler 
below with protuberant veins, dowriy on both 
Ijdes, moftly decurrent on the long hoary 
petiols. 

Stem fhrubby, fcabrous with tubercles, unarm- 
ed. Flovcers umbel-fafcicled. Corals white. 
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Anther^ yellow. Peduncles and pedicels hoary 
with deciduous froft.» • 

This plant is believed to contain a quantity 
of lavana^ or fakt which makes it ufeful as a 
manure ; but the fingle word Bhahtdca^ vul- 
garly Bhdnt^ means thfe , Clcrodendrum^ which 
(without being unfortunat^l beautiiics our Indian 
fields and hedges with its veiy black berry in 
the centre of a bright-red, expanding, perma- 
nent calyx. The charming little bird Chatrdcei^ 
commonly called Chattdrya or Tu 72 ttmi, forms 
its wonderful neft with a leaf of this downy 
Solanum^ which it fews with the filk-cotton of 
the Seven-leaved Bombax, by the help of its 
delicate, but fharp, bill : that lovely bird is well 
known by the 'hinnean appellation of Mota- 
ciLLA Sartoj-ia^ properly Sartrtx, biit the 
figures, of it,, that have been publifhed, give no 
idea of its engaging and cxquifite beauty. 

23. Samudraca; 

Syn. Dhola-fatnudra. 

Vu L G . Dbgl-J'ainudr. 

Linn. A^uilicia’, but a new fpecies. 

Cal. Perianti/ one-Iea^ged, funnel-ftiaped, five- 
toothed, * Ihort, the teeth clofely prefling the 
corol ; perpianent. 

CcTR. Petals five,' egg-oblong, feflile, greenifli ; 
acute, curved inwarJs with a fmall angled 
concave appendage. Neblary tubular, flefliy, 
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five-parted, yello-^ifli ; divifions, egg-oblong, 
doubled, cotnprefled, Jike minute bags with 
inverted mouths ; enclofing the germ. 

St AM. Filaments five, fmoo^h and convex ex- 
ternally, bent into ‘the top of the neSlary^ be- 
tween the divifions or fcales, and compreffing 
it into a globular hgure. Anthers arrowed ; 
the points hidden within the nedary, fur- 
rounding the fiigma ; the barbs without, in 
the form of a ftar. 

PiST. Germ round'iib. cylindrick. Stigma 

obtufe. 

Per. Berry roundifh, flattened, naveled, lon- 
gitudinally furrowed, mofliy five-celled. 

Seeds folitary, thrce-fided, externally convex. 
Cymes moftly three-parted. ’Stem deeply chan- 
neled, jointed, two-forked. Peduncles aifo 
jointed and channeled. Frucli/ication burft- 
ing laterally, where the Hem. fends forth a 
petiol. Berries l^iack, watry. Leaves alter- 
nate, except one terminal pair ; hearted, 
pointed, toothed ; twelve or fourteen of the 
teeth {hooting into lobes ; above, dark green ; 
below, pale, ribbed^ with prooclTcs fro'm the 
petiol, and reticulated vrith protuberant veins ; 
the full-grown leaves, above ,two feet .long 
from the apex,' and nearly las broad toward 
the bafe ; many of them rather targetted ; 
this new fpecies may be called large-leaved^ 
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or Aquilicia Samudrac'a, The fpecles de- 
fcribed by the younger Burman, under the 
name of the Indian Staph y lea, is not un- 
common at Cr^jbna-nagar ; where the pea- 
fants call it Cdcajanghd^ or Croit^s foot : if 
they are correct, we have erroneoufly fup- 
pofed the Going of the'- modern Bengakfe to 
be the Cdcdngi of the ancient Hindus. It 
muft not be omitted, that the ftem of the 
Aquilicia Sambucina is alfo channeled, but 
that iW fruciification differs in many rcfpcdls 
from the defcriptions of Burman and Lin- 
NJEOs ; though there can be no doubt as to 
the identity of the genus. 

24. So'mara'jx: 

Syn. Avalgujn^ SubalJi, Somaballicd, Cdla- 
mejh), Crtjlmdphald, Vdcuchi^ Vdgiiji,' Puti~ 
fhall'u 

VuLG. Sdmrdj, Bacuchi. 

Linn. Pcederia. 

The character as in Linn^us, with few varia- 

‘ tions. Calyx incurved. Carol very lhaggy 
within. Style two-cleft, pubefcent ; divifions 
contorted. ^ Stem climbing, fmootb- Leaves 
oppofite,*long-petioled ; the lower ones ob- 
long, heartfd ; the higher, egg-oblong ; vein- 
ed, wilh a wjvy margin. Panicles axillary 
(except the higheft),' crofs-armed. Flowers 
beautiful to the fight, crimfon, with milk- 
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white edges, refembling the Dianthus vul- 
garly called Sweety T^illiam, but refembling it 
only in form and colours ; almoft fcentlefs to 
thofe who are very near it, but diffufing to a 
diftance a rank o'llour of carrion. All the 
peafants at Cr'/Jhna-nagar called - this plant 
Somraj ; but my Own fervants, and a family 
of Brahmens •irovQ. 'TribJni, gave that name to 
a very different plant, of the nineteenth clafs, 
which 1 took, on a curfory infpedion, for a 
Prenanthes. 

25. Sya'ma': 

SvN. Gdpt, Sdrivd, Ananta, Vtpalafarivay Gd~ 
pdy Gopcilka, Gopavalii. 

VuLG. Sydmd-latd. 

Rheedf. : in Malabar \QXXtr^fPuppdi-vall), 

Cal. * Pefianth^ one-leaved, five-toothed, ered;, 
minute, permanent. 

Cor. One-petaled, falver-form» Pube, irfelf 
cylindrick, but protuberant in the middle 
with the germ and anthers ; throat very' vil- 
lous. Bonier five-parted ; divijions very long, 
lance-linear, fpirally contorted, fringed, doled, 
concealing the frud^fication. 

St AM. F/Arzwfwrr, if any, very Ihort. Anthers^ 

five, awled, ered:, converging at the top, 

PiST. Germ above, pedicellcd, ffflieroidal, girt 
with a neStareous ring. Style threadform, 
rather awled. Stigma fimple. 
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Pk r. Capjule one-celled ; dne-feeded^ roundifh ^ 
hifpid. 

Seed oval, very minute^ glofly^ 

Flo*i(^ers raceme-panicled, greenifti-white, very 
fmall, fcented like thofe of the hawthorn, but 
far fweetcr ; and thence the Portugue/e called 
them honey-Jlowers. 

Peduncles axillary, ruffet ; pedic^els many-flow- 
ered* Branchlcts milky. Leaves oppofitc, 
lance- oval, pointed at both ends, moft entire 
%"eined above dark green ; below, pale. 5*//- 
pules linear, axillary, adhering. climb- 

ing, round, of a ruflTet hue, rimmed at the 
infertion of the ihort petioh. 

The ripe fruit of this elegant climber, which 
Ca'lida's menticns in his poem of the Seafonsj 
has been feen by me only in a very dry ftate ; 
but it feemed that the hifpid appearance of the 
capfulcs^ or berries , w^hich in a inicrofcope looked 
exactly like the burrs in Van Rheede’s en- 
graving, was caiifed by the hardened calyxes 
and fringe of the permanent corols : the feeds in 
each burr were numerous and like black ftiining 
fand ; for no Tingle pericarp could be difengag- 
ed from it, and it is deferibed as one-feeded 
merely from an infpeftion of the diffedied germ. 
Before Y had feem the fruii\ 1 thought the Sydma 
very nearly connedied with the Shrubby Apo- 
CYNUM, which it refembles in the leaves^ and in 
parts of the coroL 
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Five of the Sanscrit names are ftrung toge- 
ther, by the author of. the Amaracdjbi in the 
following verfe j . 

Gd^ s'ydmd s'arivd fyddanai^dtpala farivd ; 
and his commentatdr obferves, that the laft 
name was given to the Sdrhd from the refom- 
blance of its flowers to thofe of the Utpakt 
which I thence. conclude to be a Memanthes % 
efpecially as it is always defcribed among the 
Indian water-plants. The other fynonymous 
words are taken from Va'chaspatx.* 

26. A'vigna, or Avmga: 

Syn. Crijlmapdcap' hala^ SujlAnas, Caratnar- 
daea. 

VuLG. Carondd or Caraundd in two dictiona- 
ries; in one, Pdniamald. 

Linn.* CjVrissa Carandas. 

Cal. Perianth five-cleft, acute, very fmall, 
coloured, perfiftent. 

Cor. One-petaled, funnel-form. ’Tube long- 
ilh throat fwoln by the inclofed anthers. 
Border five-parted ; divijions oblong ; one • 
fide of each embracing the next. 

St AM. Figments five, extremely ihort. An~ 
there, oblong, ereCl. 

Pi ST. Germ above, roundifli. 'thread- 

form, Ihort, clubbed. Stigm^ narrower, pu- 
befcent. 

. Berry, elliptoidal, two-celled. 

VOL. iir. H 
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Seeds at leaft feven, oval, compreflfed, mcrgm* 
- ed. Flowers milkwkke, jafinin-like. Fruit 
beautiful in form and colour, finely lliaded 
with carmine and white ; agreeably acid. 
Branches two-forked, ieaves oppcJfite, fliort- 
pctioled’, clliptick, obtdf^, moft entire, fmooth ; 
fbme /mail leaves roun^ifh, inverfe-hearted. 
^Thorns axillary, oppofite, expanding ; points^ 
bright red. > Peduncles twin, fubterminal, 
three-flowered ; pedicels^ equal. The whole 
plant, even the fruit, milky. We have both 
fpecies of Carijfa in this province ; but they 
melt, fcarce diftinguifliably, into each other. 
The Pandits have always brought me this ele- 
gant plant, as the Carcandbu mentioned by Ja ya- 
DE'VA j but, judging only by the fhape and tafte 
of the fruit, they feem to confound it with the 
Rhamnus Jujuba ; and the confufion is in- 
creafed by the obfcurity of the following paflage 
in their beft vocabulary: 

Carcandhii^ vadarl, c6li\ colam, cuvala ph'iniU^ 
Sauviram^ viadaram^ gbdntd ~ < ■ ■■ . 

All agree, that the neuter words mesxi fruits 
only ; but fo’me infift, that the GMntd is a difi> 
tin^l "plant thus defcribed in an ancient verfe : 

* The ghdntd, called alfo gopapbontd, is a tree 
*“{haped like the VadaH^ w’tAi a very fmall 

* fruit, growing only in forefts.’ For the 

here known by the name of S^bdcui^ mylbr* 
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vants brought me a Rh amnus with lemes aher- 
nate egg-oblong, iphre.e-sierved, obfcurcly fawed, 
paler beneath, and moft beautifully veined; 
jloral young leaves crowded, T;ery long, linear ; 
prickles often folitary, fometimes paired, one 
ftraight, one curved ; a fmall globular drupit 
quite black, with a one-celled nut : the flowers 
I never faw perjfedf ; but it feems the nineteenth 
Ipecies of Linnaeus. We have many fpecies 
of Rbamnus in our woods and hedges ; fome 
like the Alaternus, polygamous by hnale and 
hermaphrodite flowers ; others, diftinguifhed by 
various forms and pofitions of the prickles and 
leaves ; but the common Badart or Baiar, is the 
yujube-treQ deferibed by Rheede ; and by 
Rump HI us called Indian Appk?-tree. Its Per- 
fian na*me iS Condr, by which it is mentioned 
in the letters of Pietro della Valle, who 
takes notice of the foapy froth procured from its 
leaves; whence it has in ^anj'crit the epithet 
p^hlnila, or frothy. To the plant the Arabs 
give the name of Sidr^ and to its, fruit, that of 
Nabii ; from which, perhaps, Napeca has been 
corrupted. . 

27. Garavi'ra; 

Syn. Pratihdfa^ Sataprdfa, Chari data, Haya- 
mdraca. 

LtitN. Nerium Oleander, and other Ipecies. 
ykiLG. C after, Carbir. 


H 2 
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A plant fo well known Would not have been 
inferted in this place, if jt had. not been thought 
proper to take notice of the jemarkable epithet 
bayamiraca^ or fprfe-killer ; which arofe from 
an opinion ftill preferved among the Hindus^ 
that a horie, unwarily eating the leaves of the 
Nerhtm, can hardly efcape death : ftioft of the 
fpecies, efpecially their' roots, have ftrong medi- 
cinal, but probably narcotick, powers. The 
blue^dying Nerium grows in woods at a little 
diftance from my garden ; and the Hindu pea- 
fants, who brought it me, called it iV/7, or blue-, 
a proof, that its quality was known to them, as 
it probably was to their anceftors from time 
immemorial. 

28. Septaperna, or feven-leaved : 

Syn. Vifdla-twach, Sarad\, Vijhama-clt bada. 
VuLq. Cb'bitavanty Cfbatiyan, Cb'hdtin, Cb'- 
haton. 

Link. iSc/^oo/Echites. 

Cai-. Perianth five-parted, fub-acute, fmall, 
villous, permanent ; clofing round the germ, 
immediately on the removal of the tube. 

Cor. One-petaled, funnel-form. Tube cylin- 
drick below, prominent above with enclofed 
anthers, very villous in the throat. Border 
' five-parted, fhorter than the tube : dbvifions 
iriverfe-egged, obtufe, oblique, refledfed, wav- 
ed on the margin. NeBary, a dTcu%r4tadi- 
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vided coronet, or rim, terminating the tube, 
with a fliort ereft Vihous edge. 

St AM. Filaments five, cylindrick, very ihort, 
in the throat of the tube.* Anthers heart- 
arrowed, cleft, pointed, forming a ftar, vifible 
through .the mouth of the tube, with points 
diverging. 

PiST. Germ above roundifh-egged, very vil- 
lous, fcaree extricable from the calyx enclof- 
ing and grafping it. Style cylindri(;k, as long 
as the tube. Stigma two-parted, with parts 
diverging, placed on an irregular orblet. 

Per. Follicles two, linear, very long, one-valved. 
Seeds numerous, oblong, comprefled with filky 
pappus pencilled at both endsj. 

Note. 

The whole plant, milky. dotted with 

minute whitifh tubersles. Leaves moftly feven- 
cd in verticils at fliort diftances, very foft, oblong 
inverfe-egged, fome pointed, fome obtufe, fome. 
end-nicked j foftie entire, fome rathSr fcallopped; 
with many tranfverfe parallel veing on each fide 
of the axis ; rich dafk green ‘above, diluted 
below. Petiols furrowed above, finooth and 
convex beneath, elongated into, a* I^ong protu- 
berant nerve continually*diminilbing and evaaef- 
cent at the apex. Stipules above, eredi, acute, 
fet in a coronet round the flem ; the verticils of 
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the leaves anfwering to the definition of fronds. 
Flowers rather fmall, ‘^eenilh white, with a 
very particular odour lets pleafant than that of 
elder-flowers. Peduncles^ terminal with two 
verticils pedicelled umbel- wife, but horizontal. 
Pedicels Ax, headed, m.-^ny-flowered ; higheft 
verticils fimilar to thofe beads, more crowded, 
'Free very krge, when full-gfown ; light and 
elegant, when young. This plant fo greatly. ' 
refembles^the Pala oi Y Ati Rheede (which has 
more of the Nerium than of the T'aberncemon- 
tana) that I fufpeft the genus and fpecies to be 
the fame, with fome little variety : that author 
lays, that the Brahmens call it Santenuy but his 
Nagari letters make it Savanu, and neither of 
the two words is' to be found in Sanfcrii. With 
all due refpeifl for Plumjer and*BuRMAN, I 
^ouid call this plant Nerium Septaparna : it is 
the Pule of Rump hi us, who enumerates its 
various fifes at great length and w'ith great 
confidence. 

29. Arca< 

jSyn. Vajuca^ AffhotUy Gondrltpa, Viciranay 
Manddraf Arcapern»‘y and any 'name of the 
Sun.y 

VuLG. A candy A' nc. 

{^iNN. Glgantick Asclepias. 

NeSiaries with two-glanded, compreflTed, folds, 
inftead of awled bornlds at the fummit ; fpi- 
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rall7 eared at the* bafe. Filaments twifted in 
the folds of ‘the tiedaries. /Inthers flat, 
imooth, rather •wedge-form. Styles near half 
an inch long, fubcylindrick. Stigmas ex- 
panded. Floxoers terminal and axillary um- 
bel-fafcicled ; ame.tHyft-coloured with foine 
darker ftiades of purple on the petals and 
nectaries ; the ftarred gorpufcle, bright yel- 
low. Leaves oppolite, heart-oblong, moftly 
inverfe-egged, fubtargeted, very rarely ftem- 
clafping, pointed, villous on both fides, hoary 
beneath with foft down ; petiols very Ihort, 
concave and bearded above ; with a thickilh 
conical Jlipule. The whole plant filled with 
cauAick milk. A variety of this fpecies has 
exquifitely delicate milkwhJte flowers ; it is 
named ^larca or Pratapafa, and highly ef- 
teemed for its antifpafinodick powers. The 
Padmdrca^ which I have not • feen, is faid to 
have fmall crimfon corols : the individual 
plants, often examined by me, vary confider- 
ably in the, forms of the leavqp and the to^s 
of the nectary, 

30. Pichula; 

Syn. y'hdvaca, 

VuLG. J'hau. 

Koen. Indian Tamarix ? 

Flowers very fmall, wfiitilh, with a light purple 
linge, crowded on a number of fpikes, which 
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form all t<^ether a moil elegant panicle. 
Stem generally bent, Ictften ftraight, and ufed 
anciently for arrows by Ae Perjiam, who 
call the plant 'Gaz : the celebrated fliaft of 
Isfendiya'r was formed of it, as I learned 
from BXhmen, who hr^ fhowed it to me on 
a bank of the Ganges, but aflerted, that it was 
common in Perjia^ The leaves are extremely 
minute, feffile, moftly imbricated. Calyx and 
coral as deferibed by Linn.®us ; five fila- 
ments confidcrabiy longer than the petal ; 
anthers lobed, furrowed ; germ very fmall j 
jlyle, Icarce any ; jligmas three, revolute, but, 
to my eyes, hardly feathered. 

Nothing can be more beautiful than the ap- 
pearance of this plant in flower during the rains 
on the banks of rivers, where it is commonly 
interwoven wiith a lovely twining Asclepias, 
of which the follovv’ing defeription is, I hope, 
very -exaS: j 

31. Dugdhica': or Milkplant\ 

Syn, CJhirdvt, Dugdhica, 

VuLG. Kyirui, Dudbt, Dudh~latd, 

Linn, Lfculent Periploca. 

Cal. Opc-leaved, five-rparted 5 awled, 

acute, coloured, expanding, 

Cok. Onc^petaled, falver-form, ftarlikc; divi^ 
Jions five, egged, pointed, fringed. 

P^e^ary double, on a five-cleft bafe, gibbous 



ON SELECT INDIAN M. ANTS. 


10 « 


between the clefts, protruded, and pointed 
above,' furrounded .with a bright green villous 
rim: exterior live- parted ; divijions egged, 
converging, attenuated int© daggers; each 
concave externally, gibbous below the cavity, 
which is two-parted and wrinkled within. 
Interior^ a five-parted corpufcle, lopped above, 
five-angled, forrounding:.the frudfification. 
,Stam. ViUmcfits fcarce any. Anthers five, 
roun iifli, very minute, fet round the fummit 
of the lopped corpul’cle. 

PiST. Germs two, egged, pointed, ered, inter- 
nally flat. Styles none, iinlefs you fo call the 
points of the germs. Utigma, n. ne but the 
interior neSlary, unlefs you coniider that as a 
common Jiigma. 

Per. ’ FolRcles two, oblong ; in feme, pointed; 
in others, obtufe ; inflated, one-valved,; each 
containing a one-winged receptacle. 

Seeds numerous, roundilh, comprefled, crowned 
with pappus. 

To each paii; of leaves a peduncle moftly two- 
flowered, often with three, fometimes with five, 
flowers. Calyx reddiQi. Coro/ .white, elegantly 
marked with purple veins; fringe^ white’, thick; 
anthers^ black. Letraef linear-awled, pointed, 
oppofite, petioled ' with one f&ong nerve ; y?/- 
pules, very foft, minute. Stem fmooth, round, 
twining; the whole plant abounding with milk. 
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33. La'ngah': 

Syn. Sarali^ Toyapipp^Dy Saculddan), 

VuLG. Cdncbrd^ Ijholdngofyd. 

Rh EEDE : CherupvaUil f 
Link. Nama of Sildn. 

Cal. Perianth one-ltayed, five-parted, vil- 
lous; dkifionSf lanced, pointed, long, per., 
manent. 

Cor. One-petaled, nearly wheeled. Tube very 
ihort. Border five-parted. JjiviJions egged. 

St AM. five, awled, expanding; from 

the mouth of the tube, adhering to the divi- 
fions of the border by rhomboidal concave 
bafes convergent above. Anthers large, ar- 
rowed. 

PisT. Germ above, egg- oblong, two-clcft. 
Styles two, azure, funnel-form, diverging ai- 
moft horizontally. Stigmas lopped, open. 

Per. Capjule many-feeded. 

Seeps very minute. 

Stem herbaceous, branchy, finooth, pale, creep- 

' ing. Leaves alternate, fhort-petioled, moft 
entire, lance-oblong, fmooth, acutifii. Pe-^ 
duncles mofily axillaiy, fometimes terminal, 
villous, •often many-flowered, rarely fubum-r 
bpUe<i, th]fee-rayed, with involucres general 
• and {>artial. i, Carols bright-blue, or violet; 

whdte. The plant is aquatick; and 
by no means peculiar to SUdn: 1 have great 
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reafoa, however, to doubt whether it be the 
Langali of th«f Am<Michjh^ which is certainly 
the Canchra of Bengal', for though it was 
ifirft b; ought to me by that name, yet my 
gardener Infifts, that Canchra is a very differ- 
ent plant, xvhich. on examination, appears 
to be the Ajcendirjg Jussieita of Linnjeus, 
with leaves htverfc-egged, fmooth, and pedun-> 
cks Jhorter: its fibrous, creeping roots arc 
purplilli, hiioys, v,’hite, pointed, folitary; and 
at the top of tlie germ fits a neClar^, compofed 
of five fhaggy bodies arched like horfe ihoes, 
with external honey-bearing cavities. 

33. Uma'; 

Syn. Atasi, CJhumd. 

Vui-G. Tit/, Mafand. 

Linn. Mojl common Ijitivyi. 

Cal. Perianth five-leaved. Le/z/fr/t. oblong, 
acute, imbricated, keeled, fringed minutely, 
having fomewhat reflefted at the points. 

Cor. Small, blue ; petals, notched, ftriated, 
wavy, refl«;?i, imbricated. 

St AM. Anthers light-blue, converging, no ru- 
diments of filaments. 

Pi ST. Germ large. Style pale-blue.* Stigma 
fimple. 

Per, Capfule pointed. FuKrowtd. 

Root fimple. 
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Stem, Herbaceous, low, erc^, furrowed, inotty ? 
naked at the bafe. 

Leaves Unear, threenerved, alternate croffwife, 
feflUe, fmooth/ obtufe, rcflefted, ftipuled, 
glandedf 

Stipules linear. Q^a minute gland at the bafe. 
34. Mu'rva^ : 

Syn. Div'iy Madhurqfd, MoraCd, Tljam, Sur- 
W, Madhulicd^i Madhu/rem^ Gocarniy Pilu- 
parnt ; 

VuiG. Muraga^ Murahara, Murgabi, 

Likn, Hyacinthoidy Aletris. 

Cat,. None. 

CoR. One-petaled, funnel-form, fix-angled. 
Tube Ihort, bellied with the germ. Border 
fix-parted. Divijions lanced ; three quite re- 
fleded in a circle ; three alternate, deljeded, 
pointed. 

Stam. Filaments fix, awled, as long as the 
corol, diverging, inferted in the bafe of the 
divifions. Anthers oblong, incumbent. 

Pi ST. Germ inverfe-egged, obfeurely three- 
fided, with two or three honey-bearing pores 
on the flattifh top. Style awled, one"furrowed 
as lorlg as the ftamens. Stigma clubbed. 

Pericarp and Seeds not yet infpe£ted. 

Root fibrdus,*tawny, obfeurely jointed, ftolon- 
bearing. Scape long, columnar, ftieathed 
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with leaves, imbricated from the root j a few 
flieaths above;, ftraggling. Leaves flfilh7, 
channelled, fwordform, keeled, terminated 
with awls, the interior ongs longer ; mofily 
arched ; variegated with tranfverfe undulat- 
ing bands of a dark green hue approaching 
to black.’ Raceme eredt, very long; Flowers^ 
from three tg feven In each fafcicle, on very 
(hort petiols. BraBs linear, minute. Carols^ 
pale, pea-green, with a delicate fragrance, 
refembling that of the Peruvian Helio- 
trope ; fome of the Sanferit names allude 
to the honey of thefe delicious flowers ; but 
the nedfareous pores at the top of the germ 
are not very diftindt : in one copy of the 
Amaracofl^a we read BhanuJis rim among the 
fynonyma; and if that word, which means 
a feries of bows^ be corredl, it muft allude 
either to the arched leaves or fo the reJkBed 
divijions of the enrol. This Aletris ap- 
pears to be a night-flower ; the raceme being 
covered, every evening, with freflx bloflbms, 
which fall before funrife. 

From the leaves of this plaiy:, the ancient 
Hindus extricated a very tough* elafkick.thread, 
called Maurviy of which they made boiVvftrings, 
and which, for that reafon, wa*s prdained jiy 
MEKtr to form the facriflcial zone of the nili-> 
fary el«fs. 
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35. Taruni : 

St If. Sahd, Cumdri. 

VoL G. Ghrita-cumdri. 

Linn* Two-ran^ed Aloe, A Perfoliata, P ? 

Flowers racemed, penduldus, fubcylindrick, ra- 
ther incurved. BraSl:^ one to each peduncle, 
awled, concave, deciduous, pale, ‘with three 
dark ftripes. Carol fix-partejl ; three external 
divtfions, orange-fcarlet ; internal^ yellow, keel- 
ed, more flelhy, and more highly coloured in 
the mklclle. Fila?nenis with a double curva- 
ture. Germ I'lx-furrowed. Stigma limple. 
Leaves awled, two-ranked ; the lowed;, ex- 
panding ; fea-green, very rlelhy, externally 
quite convex, edged with foi't thorns ; varie- 
gated on botlio i'ldes with white fpots. Van 
Rheede exhibits the true Aloe by the name 
of Cunidrt ; but tlie lijocimcn, brought me by 
a native gardener, feemed a variety of the 
two-ranked , tbougli melting into the fpecies, 
which immediately precedes it in Linnaeus. 

‘36. Bacula: 

Syn. Cijara. 

VuLG. MtlJfari or Miilafri. ' 

L I N N; M I M u s o p s Flengi. 

Cajl. Perianth eight-leaved ; leajlets egged, 
' atute; permanent ; four interior, fimple; four 

• leathery. 

Cor. Petals fixteen, lanced, expanding; as 
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long as the calyk. NeBary eig^tJeaved ; 
leaflets lanced, converging round the ftainen 
and piftil. 

St AM. Fila7nenfs eight (or frpm feven to ten), 
awled, very ftiort, * hairy. Anthers, oblong, 
ereCt. 

PiST. Germ above, roundilh, villous. Style 
cylindrick. Stigma obtufe. 

Per. Drupe oval, pointed ; bright orange- 
fcarlet. 

Nut. Oval, wrinkled, flattilh and ftnooth at 
one edge, broad and two-furrowed at the 
other. 

Flowers agreeably fragrant in the open air, but 
with too ftrong a perfume to give pleafure in 
an apartment : fince it mull require the ima- 
gination »f a Burman to difcover in them a 
refemblance to the face of a man, or of an 
ape, the genus will, 1 hope, be called B a cun A, 
by which name it’is frequently celebrated in 
the Furdnas, and even placed among the 
flowers of the Hindu paradifc. Leaves alter- 
nate, petioled, egg-oblong pointed,* finooth. 
The trep is very ornamental an parks and 
pleafure-grounds. 

37 . As'u CA : 

Syn. Vaifula. 

Cal. Perianth two-15aved, clolely' 
the tsfae. 
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Cos. Onc-petaled. Tube long ; cylindrick^ 
fubincurved ; ^circled with a ne^ta- 

reous rimw Border four-parted, divifionSf 
roandiih. 

Stam. Filaments eight, long, coloured, inferted 
on the. rim of the tube. Anthers kidney- 
ihaped. 

PiST. Germ above, oblong, flat. Style fhort, 
downy. Stigma tent, Ample. 

Per. Legume long, comprefled at firft, then 
protuberant with the fwelling feeds ; incurv- 
ed, ftrongly veined and margined, fliarp- 
pointed. 

Seeds from two to eight, folid, large, many- 
fhaped, fbme oblong-roundilh, fome rhom- 
boidal, fome, rather kidney- lhaped, moftly 
thick, fome flat. 

Leaves egg-oblong-lanced, oppofite, moftly five- 
pdred, nerved ; long, from four or five to 
twelve or thirteen inches. 

The number oi ftamens varies confiderably in 
the fame plant : they are from fix or feven to 
eight or>niae; but the regular number feems 
eight i one in the iuterftices of the corol, and one 
before the centre of each divifion. Moft of the 
flowers, indeed, have one abortive ftamcn, and 
fome only na^i'k its place, but many are perfed ; 
and Van.Rhbede Ipeaks of eight as the con- 
ftant number: in fad no part of the plant, is 
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conftant. Floivers faCcicled, fra^ant juft after 
funfet and before funrife, when they are frefh 
with evening and morning dew; beautifully 
diverfified with tints of orange-fcarlet, of pale 
yellow, ami of bright orange, which grows 
deeper every day, and^ forms a variety of ftiades 
according to tlie age of each bloflbm, that opens 
in the fafcicle. . The vegetable world fcarce 
exhibits a richer fight than an Apka-Xx^t in full 
bloom: it is about as high as an ordinary Cher- 
ry-tree. A Brahmen informs me, tha*t one fpe- 
cies of the AJoca is a creeper; and Jayade'va 
gives it the epithet voluble : tlie Sanferit name 
wall, I hope, be retained by botanifts, as it per- 
petually occurs in the old Indian poems and in 
treatifes on religious rites. 

38. S^aivaTa : 

Syn. Janalilu Saivahu 

VuLG. Simd?\ Svalii^ Pdtafyula^^Sehdla^ 

Linn. Vallifneria? R. 

Cal. Common Spathe one-leaved, many-flow- 
ered, very long, furrowed, twg-cleft at the 
top ; each divifion end -nicked. Proper 
rianth three-parted 

Cor. Petals three, linear, long, •expanding, 
flefliy. 

St AM. Filaments invariably nine, thre’ad-foiln. 

Anthers ereft, oblong, furrowed. 

Pi-ST. Germ egged, uneven. Styles always 

VOL. in. I 
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three, fhort, awled, .expanding. Stigmas 
three, fimple. 

Per. Capfule very long, fmooth, awled, one- 
celled, infolded in an angled Spathe, 

Seeds very numerous, murexed, in a vifcid 
mucus; 

Flowerets from fix to fourteen, fmall. Scape 
comprefled, very jiarrow, fleftiy, furrowed in 
the middle. 

Pedicel of the floweret, thread -form, crimfon 
above proper perianth^ ruflet ; petals^ white ; 
anthers^ deep yellow. Leaves fwordform, 
pointed, very narrow, fmooth, and foft, about 
two feet long, crowded, white at the bafe. 
Root fmall, fibrous. It flourilhes in the ponds 
at Crtjhna-nagar : the refiners of fugar ufe 
it in this province. If this plant be a ValHJ- 
neria, I have been fo unfortunate as never to 
have feen a female plant, nor fewer than nine 
ftamens in one bloflbm out of more than a 
hundred, which I carefully examined. 

39. Pu'ticaraja: 

Syn. Pracirya^ Putica^ Calimdraca. 

V ULG. Ndtdcaranja. ^ 

Linn: Guilandina Bonduccella. 

The fpeejes of this genus vary in a fingular 
manner: on feveral plants', with the oblong 
leaflets and double prickles of the Bonduccella^ I 
could fee only male flowers, as Rheede has 
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defcribed them ; th*e){ were yellow, with an 
aromatick fragrance. . ®fhers, with fimilar leaves 
and p*'ickles, werfi clearly polygamous, and the 
flowers had the following chacafter: 

M ■\LE. 

•Cal. Perianth one-leaved, falver-form, downy ; 
Border five-parted, with equal, oblong divi-^ 
Jions. 

Cor. Petals five, wedge-form, obtufely notch- 
ed at the top ; four equal, eredl:,* the fifth, 
deprefled. 

St AM. Filaments ten, awled, inferted in the 
calyx, villous, very unequal in length. An-^ 
thers oblong, furrowed, incumbent. 

Hermaphrodite. 

Calyx, Carol, and Stamens, as befoje. 

PiST. Germ oblong, villous. Style cylindrick, 
longer than the fifaments. Stigma fimple. 
Per. and Seeds well defcribed by Linnjeus. 
Flowers yellow^ ; the deprefled pqtal variegated 
with red fpecks. BraSls three-fold, roundifh, 
pointed. Spikes, fijj: with floral leaflets, lanc- 
ed, four-fold, reflected. 

40. Sobha'njana : 

SxN. Sigru, Picjhna, GandbaCti, A'cjhtua, 
Mdcbaca. 

VuLG. Sajjana, Moranga, 
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Linn. Guilandina Morioga. 

Cal. Perianth one-leHed. 'Tube fliort, un- 
equal, gibbous. Border fi'^e-parted. Divi~ 
Jions oblong-lanced, fubequal ; firft deflected, 
then revolute ; coloured below, white above. 

Cor. Petals five, inferted into the calyx, re- 
fembling a boat-form flower. 

Wing-X^t, two^ inverfe-egged, clawed, expand- 
ing. 

Awning-Yike, two, inverfe-egged, ereft; claws, 
ftiorter. 

^i?^/-]ike, one, oblong, concave ; enclofing the 
fructification; beyond it, fpatuled; longer 
than the petals. 

St AM. F//i7mra/r five, fertile ; three, bent over 
the pifliil : two'fhorter, inferted into the clav\’s 
of the middle petals. Anthers twin, rather 
mooned, obtufe, incumbent. Five fterile 
(often four only) alternate with the fertile, 
fhorter; their bafes villous. 

Pi St*. Germ oblong, coloured, viHous; below 
it a nedtap bearing gland. Style, fhorter than 
the ftamen, rather downy, curved, thicker 
above. SFgma, fimple. 

Per. Legume very long, flender, wreathed, 
pointed, three-fided, channelled, prominent 
with feeds, olic-cellcd. 

Seeds many, winged, three-fided. 

Tree very high; branches in an extreme degree 
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Tight and beautiful jirich with cluftering flow- 
ers. Stem exuSmg- Sirred gum. Leaves moMy 
thricc-feathered with an odd one; leafets 
fome inverfe-egged, feme tgged, foine oval, 
minutely end-nicked. Lac emc-p ankles moftly 
axillary. In perfedt flowers the whole calyx 
is quite defleded^ counterfeiting five petals; 
whence VaN RiiEEDE^made it a part of the 
coroL delicately odorous; milk-white, 

but the two central ered petals beautifully 
tinged witli pink. The root anfwei:s all the 
purpofes of our horfe-radilli, both for the 
table and for medicine: the fruit and blof- 
foms are drefled in carts. In hundreds of 
its flowers, examined by me with attention, 
five ftamens and a piftil were invariably per*- 
fed*: indeed, it is poffible, that they may be 
only the female hermaphrodites, and that the 
males have ten perfed ftamens with piftils 
abortive; but no fuch flowers have been dif- 
covered by me after a moft diligent fearch. 
There is another fpecies or "variety, called 
Medhu Si'gru, that is Wonty-Sigru \ a word 
intended to be expneflTed on Van Rheede’s 
plate in Nagari letters: its vulgar name is Muna^ 
or RaSia fajjana^ becaufe its flerwers^ or "wood 
are of a redder hue, 

Linnjeus refers to Mrs. Blackwell, who 
reprefents this plant, by the name of BalanUt^ 
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Myrepjica, as the celebrated Ben^ properly Bdn 

of the Arabian phylician‘s and'poets. 

41. Co'vida'ra: 

Syn. Cdnchandfa^ Cbamarica^ Cudddla^ Yu~ 
gapatra, 

VuLG. Cacbndr^ RaPla cdncban, 

Linn. Variegated Bav mm a. 

Cal. Perianth one-leaved, obfcurely five-cleft, 
deciduous. 

Cor. Petals five, egged, clawed, expanded, 
wavy; one more diftant, more beautiful, 
ftriated. 

Stam. Filaments ten, unequally conneded at 
the bafe; five, fliortcr. Anthers, double, in- 
cumbent. 

PiST. Germ ab6ve, oblong. Style incurved. 
Stigma fimple, afeending. 

Per. -Legume llattifh, long, pointed, moftly 
five-celled. 

Seeds moftly five; comprefled, wrinkled, 
roundifh. 

Leaves rather hearted, two-lobed; fome with 
rounded, fome with pointed, lobes. Flowers 
chiefly pur^lifti and rofe-colouredj fragrant; 
the fwCQt and beautiful buds are eaten by the 
natives inr jtheir favory melTes. We have 
I'een many fpecies and varieties of this charm- 
ing plant : one had racemed flowers, with 
petals equal, expanding, lanced, exquifitely 
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white, with a ro'fe|Coloured ftripe from the 
bafe of each ter its.cftrftre ; anthers^ four only, 
fertile ; fix, mheh fhorter, fterile ; a fecond 
had three fertile, and fevon very fliort, bar- 
ren ; an'other had light purple corols, with no 
more than five filaments, three longer, co- 
loured, curved in a line of beauty. A noble 
Climbing B^uhinia lately fent from 

l^epaj ; with flowers racemed, cream-colour- 
ed ; jlyk’^ pink ; germ, villous ; Jlamens three 
filaments, with rudiments of two more; fiem^ 
downy, four-furrowed, often Ipirally. Ten- 
drils oppofite, below the leaves. Leaves 
two-lobed, extremely large : it is a ftout 
climber up the higheft Arundo Venu. The 
Sanfcril name Mandara is eitoneoufly applied 
to ‘this f)lant in the firft volume of Van 
Rheede. 

.42. Capitt’ha: 

Syn. Griihin, Dadhitt'ha, Manmat'ha^ Dad- 
hip' hala, FuPdpap'hala^ Dantas at' ha. 

VuLG. Cat' h-bil. 

Koen. Crateva^ Valanga. 

Cal. Perianth five-parted, miptite, deciduous ; 
divifions expanded, acute. 

Cor. Petals five, equal, oblong, refledied. 

St AM. Filaments ten, very AortJ with a fmall 
gland between each pair, awled, furrowe4. 



m BOTANICAL OBSERIFATTONS 

Anthers^ thick, five timps as long as the fila- 
ments; furrowed, co{o(ired,‘ere 61 -expanding. 

PisT. Germ roundifh, girt with a downy coro- 
net. Style cyiMdrlck, Ihort. Stigma fimple. 

Per. Berry large, fpheroidal, rugged, often 
watted, externally, netted within ; many- 
feeded. 

Seeds oblong-roundUh,' fiat, woolly, neftling In 
five parcels, affixed by long threads to the 
branchy receptacles. 

Flowers axillary, moftly tow'ard the unarmed 
extremity of the branch. Bivifions of the 
Perianth^ with pink tips; petals, pale; an- 
thers^ crimfon, or covered with bright yellow 
pollen. Fruit extremely acid before its ma- 
turity; when vipe, filled with dark brown 
pulp agreeably fubacid. Leaves jointedly fea- 
ther^id with an odd one; leaflets five, feven, or 
nine ; fmall, glofly, very dark on one fide, in-, 
verfe -hearted, obtufely-notched, dotted round 
the margin with pellucid fpecks, very ftrongly 
flavoured and feented like anife. ‘Thorns 
long, fharp, folitary, afeending, nearly crofs- 
^rmed, axill’ajy, three or four petiols to one 
thorn. Kleinhoff limits the height of the 
tree to thirty feet, but we have young trees 
forty or fifty feet high ; and at Bandell there 
is a full-grown Capitt'ha equal in fize to the 
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true Bilva, from ‘ fancied refemblance to 
which the vulgar has been taken ; when 
the trees flourilh, the air around them breathes 
the odour of anife both fram the leaves and 
the bloffbms; and 1 cannot help mentioping 
a lingular fafl:, whjch may, indeed,‘have been 
purely accidental: not a lingle flower, out of 
hundreds examined by,me, had both j'rrfeSl 
germs^ and anthers I'iJIbly jirtilr, w'hile others, 
on the fame tree, and at the fame time, had 
their anthers profufely covered t^ith pollen, 
but fcarce any Jiyles, and germs to all appear- 
ance abortive. 

43. Cuve'raca: 

byN. Tunna, Tuni, CacUha^ Cdntalaca, Cunl, 
Nandivr'icjha. 

Vu L G . ‘flinl, Tun ; abfurdly, Vildyati Ntm. 

Linn. Between Cedrela and^SwiEjENiA. 

Cal. Perianth one-leaved, five-cleft, minute, 
deciduous; divijfons roundilh, concave, vil- 
lous, expanding. 

Cor. Rather belled. Petals .five, inverffi- 
egged, obtufe, concave, ered:, white with a 
greenilh tint, thre^ exterior lapping over the 
others. llioriy five-parted ; dhii- 

Jions roundilh, orange-fcarlet,^bright and con- 
cave at the iiifertion of tUe fteimens, rather 

Btam. Filameifts five; inferted on the divi- 
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Jions of the nedkary, j^wled, fomewhat con- 
verging, nearly as lorig- a§ the ftyle. Anthers 
doubled, fome three-parted, curved, incum- 
bent. 

PiST. Germ egged, obfeurely iive-cleft. Style 
awled, credt, rather iojiger than the corol. 
Stigma, broad-headed, flat, bright, green, cir- 
cular, ftarred. 

Per. Capfule egged, fiv^e-celled, woody, gap- 
ing at the bafe. Receptacle five-angled. 

Seeds imbricated, winged. 

Leaves feathered, fcarce ever with an odd one ; 
pairs from fix to twelve; petioles, gibbon i at 
their infertion, channelled on one fide, con- 
vex and finooth on the other. Stipules thick, 
fhort, roundifli} leajlets oblong-/rt«oc</, point- 
ed, waved, veined, nerve on one fide. Pani~ 
r/e/ large, diffufe, confifting of compound 
racemes. Ne^laries yielding a fine yellow 
dye. Wood light, in colour like Mahagoni. 

44. NichulA: 

Syn. Ambuja, Ijjala. 

VuLG. Hijala, Bad'ia, Jyuli. 

Cal. Periardh one-leaved, belled, flelhy, 
downy, coloured, permanent, five-parted; 
divijions ereft, pointed. 

Coa. Five-petajed ; egged, fhort-point- 

ed, revolute, downy within and without, 

Stam. Filaments ten, five moflly jhorter ; iuT 
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ferted in the bell of Ae calyx; awled, villous. 
Anthers ere£l, oblong,* furrowed. 

Pi ST. Germ egg^oblong, very villous. Style 
thread-form, curved. Stigma headed, with 
five obtufe corners. 

Per. Drupe fubgloljuiar. 

%Nut fcabrous, convex on one fide, angled on 
the other. 

Leaves feathered ; pairs, from five to nine ; leaf- 
lets oblong, daggered, notched. Calyx pale 
pink. Carol darker pink withcftit, bright 
yellow within. Cyme terminal, Ipreading. 

45. Atimucta: 

SvN. Pundraca, Vdfanti, Mddbavtlata^ 

VuLG. Mddhavllatd. 

Linn. Bengal Banisteria* • 

RHEEbE; ‘Dewenda. 6 . H. M. tab. 59. 

Cal. Perianth one-leaved, five-parted, per- 
manent ; divijions, coloured, oblong-oval, ob- 
tufe; between two of them, a rigid glofly 
honey-bearing tubercle, hearted, acute. 

Cor. Five-petaled, imitating a boatform corol: 
wings, two petals, conjoined back to’back, in- 
volving, the neSlary^aea^ retaining the honey. 

Owning, large concave, more beautifeilly colour- 
ed. Keel, two petals, lefs th|n th*e wjngs, 
but fimilar. All five, roondifli, ’elegantly 
fringed, with rcfle£led margins, and fliort 
pblpng clawg. 
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Stem. 'Filament! ten; piie, longer. Anthers 
oblong, thicki£b, furfowed. • 

Pi ST. Germs two, or three, coalefced. Style 
one, tbreadforn, incurved, ftiorter than the 
longeft filament. Stigsna^ fimple." 

Per. CapfuJes two or three, moftly two, coa- 
Icfccd back to back ; each keeled, and extend- 
ed into three oblong membranous 'ivit/gs, the 
lateral flrorter than the central. 

Seeds roundifli, folitary. 

'Racemes axillary. Flosjccrs delicately fl agrant ; 
white, with a fhadc of pink: the large petal, 
fupported by the ncclarcoiis tubercle, lhadeti 
internally with bright yellow' and pale red. 
Bracis linear; Wings of the feed, light brown ; 
the long oncsTuflet. Leaves oppolite, egg- 
oblong, pointed. Fehols Ihort. ' Stipules li- 
near, foft, three or four to each pctiol. Two 
glands at the bafe of each leaf. Stem pale 
brown, ringed at the infertion of the leaves, 
downy. 

This was the favourite plant of Sacontala, 
which {he very juftly called the Delight of the 
Woods; for the beauty, and fragrance of its 
flower? give them a title to all the praifes, which 
•Ca'i.idas and JayadeVa beftow on them: 
it "is a gigantidk and luxuriant climber; but, 
when it meets with nothing to grafp, it alTumes 
the form of a fturdy tree, the higheft , branches 
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of which difplay, however, in the air their na- 
tural flexibility and inSlination to climb. The 
two names Vtijafltz and Maclham indicate a 
vernal flower; but I have fccn an AtimuSta 
rich both in bloflbras and fruit on the firft of 
yannary, 

46. A MR AT A ca: 

Syn. Pi tana, Capitanh. 

V’^ULG. ^ A mdii, pronounced Amra^or Amid. 
Linn. Spondias Myrobalan^. or a new fpecics. 

L'he natural charadter as in LiNNiEUS. 
Leaves featliered with an odd one ; leaflets 
molliy five-paired, egg-oblong, pointed, mar- 
gined, veined, nerved; common petiol, fmooth, 
gibbous at the bafe. Flowers raccme-panicled, 
yeliowilh white. F?iilt agre(iably acid; thence 
iifed ift coc?kery. Van Rkeede calls it Am- 

hado or Ambalam ; and, as he deferibes it with 

• • 

Jive or Jix ftyles, it is wonder&il, that Hill, 
Ihould have luppofed it a Chryjlbalanus. 

He'masa gara; or the Sea oJ' G oa. 

Vu L G. Himjagar, 

Linn. Jagged-leaved Cotyledon. 

Cal. Verianth four^^left; divijhns acute. 

Cor. One-petaled: rube, four-angled; larger 
at the bafe ; border four-parked ; divijions^ 
egged, acute. THeBary, onel minute concave 
fcale at the bafe of each germ. 

St AM. Filaments eight, adhering to the tube; 
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Jour^ juft emerging from its mouth; /hur^ 
alternate, (horter. Ambers* ere£t, fmall, fur- 
rowed. 

PiST. Germs four, conical. Styles, one from 
each germ, awled, longer than the filaments. 
Stigmas- fimple. 

Per. Capfules four, oblong, pointed, bellied^ 
one-valved, burfting longitudinally within. 
Seeds numerous, minute. 

terminal. Flowers oi the brighteft gold- 
colour. * Leaves thick, fucculent, jagged, dull 
fea-green. Stem jointed, bending, in part 
recumbent. This plant flowers for many 
months annually in Bengal: in one blofTom 
out of many, the numbers were tc7t and Jive ; 
but the filanrents alternately long and fhort. 

48. Madhu'ca: 

Syn. _ Gurajujlopa, Madhudruma, VdnaprajV ha, 
Madhujht’hila, Madhu. 

VuLG. Mauydla, Mabuy'd, Mabivd. 

Li NN. Longleaved Bassia. 

49. Cahla'ra:* 

Syn. Saugandhica, or Sweet-feented. 

VuLG. Sundhi-hdld, or Sundhi-hdldrndli, 
Linn.- N*ymphjea Lotos. 

^ Accor, ding fo*thc facred Grammar, this, word was writ- 
ten Cahlhdra^ and pifenounced^as Callara would be in ancient 
Britifh, When the flowers are red, the plant is called i/iiA* 
and RaSia fandlsaca. 
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Calyx as in the genus. 

Cor. Vet ah fifteen^ fenced, rather pointed and 
keeled; the ext&rior fcries green without, imi- 
tating an interior calyx. 

St AM. filaments more than forty; below fiat, 
broad ; above narrow, channelled within, 
fmooth without ; the outer fcries ered:, the 
inner fomewhat converging. Anthers awled, 
ereft; fome coloured like the petals. 

PiST. Germ large, orbicular, flat at the top; 
with many (often feventeen) furrows exter- 
nally, between which arife as many procefles, 
converging toward tht ftigma: the difk, mark- 
ed with as many furrowed rays from the 
center, uniting on the margin with the con- 
verging procefles. Stigma^ *roundifh, rather 
comprefled, feflile in the center of the dilk, 
permanent. 

Per. Berry ^ In the form of the. germ expand- 

ed, with lixteen or feventeen cells. 

Seeds very numerous, minute, roundifli. Florn^ 
i’ri' beautifully azure; when full^ blown, more 
diluted; lefs fragrant than the red* or rofe- 
coloure^, but with a delicate feent. Leaves 
radical, very large, fubtargeted, h®arted, deep- 
ly fcollop-toothed. On one fide dark purple, 
reticulated ; on the other, drjll gneen’, fmooth. 
Petioh very fmooth and long, tubular. The 
feeds are eaten, as well as the bulb of the 
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root, called Sdluca ; a name applied by 
Riieede to the whole4)lant, through the word 
Camaloy which belongs to another Linnaan 
fpecies of Nyntphcea^ be clearly engraved on 
his plate in Nagart letters. Tliere is a va- 
riety of this fpecies with leaves purplifli on 
both fides; flowers dark crimfon, calycine 
petals richly coloured internally, and anthers 

i' 

flat, furrowed, adhering to the top of the 
filaments; the petals are more than fifteen, 
lefs pointed and broader than the blue, with 
little odour. 

The true Lotos of Egypt is the Nymphcea 
Nt/ufer, which in Sanferit has the following 
names or epithets: Padma, Nalina, Aravinda, 
Mabotpala, Camqla^ Cufejhaya^ Sabafrapaircr, Su~ 
rafa^ P anecruha^ Pdmarafa, Sarastnuba, Rdjiva, 
-Vis aprafuna^ Puf.'cara^ Ambhoruha^ Satapatra. 
The new-blown flowers of the role-coloured 
Padma have a moll agfeeahie fragrance; the 
white and yellow have lefs odour : the blue, I 
"am told, is a native of CaJImir and Perjia, 
go. Champaca : 

Syn. Cbdmpeya, Hcmapujlopaca. 

VuLG. Champacy Champa. 

Linn. ‘ Michdia. 

, The delineation of this charming and cele- 
brated plant, exhibited by Van Rheede, is 
very conreft, but rather on too large a fcale ; 
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no material change can be made in its natural 
charaBer given hyX^N^us; but> frdm an 
attentive examination of his two fpectes^ I fuf- 
pe<3: them to be varieties onl}^, and am certain, 
that his trivial names are merely different w^ays 
of expreffing the fame "word. The ftrong ai'O- 
matick fcent of the gold-coloured Champac is 
thought offenfn e to the bees, who are never 
feen on ,its bloffoms ; but their elegant appear- 
ance on the black hair of the Indian women is 
mentioned by Rumphius ; and both fads have 
fupplied the San/crif poets with elegant allu- 
fions. Of the wild Champac^ the leaves are 
lanced or lance-oblong; the three leaflets of 
the calyXy green, oval, concave; the petals con- 
ftantly fix, cream-coloured, flefhy, concave, with 
little {cent ;* the three exterior^ inverfe-egged ; 
tlic three interior^ more narrow, fhorter pointed, 
converging ; the anthers clubbe*d, clofely fet 
round the bafe of the imbricated germs^ and 
with them forming a cone ; the Jligmas, minute, 
jagged. , . 

Both Mr. Marsden and Rumphius men- 
tion the blue Champa^ as a rarp/fiower highly 
prized in Sumatra and “Java', but X ‘fhould 
have fufpe£ted, that they mean£ the Ki&MP- 
FERiA Bhiichampac^ if the Dutch rilituralift had 
not aflerted, that the plant, which bore it, was 
a tn.e refembling the Champaca with yellow 

VOL. III. K 
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bloflbms ; he probably never had feen it j and 
the hrdhmens of this* province infift, that it 
flowers only in paradife. 

51. DeVadaru : 

Sw. &acrapddapa^Tarib'badraca\ Bhadraddru^ 
Dubcilma, Pitaddru^ *Dflru, Vuticajhi' ha. 

V u L G . Dcvaddr. 

Linn. Moji lofty yN6NA. 

52. Parna'sa: 

SvNv Tulasi, Cat’' hinjara, Cuf beraca, Vrindti. 

VuLG. Tulost, Tulji, 

Linn. Holy Ocymum? 

The Natural CharaSler as in Linnaeus. 

See 10 H. M. p. 173. 

It is wonderful, that Rheede has exhibited 
no delineation of a flirub fo highly venerated by 
the Hindus^ who have given one of its names to 
a /acred grove of their ParnaJJ'us on the banks 
of the Tamund: he defefibes it, however, in 
general terms, as refembling another of his 
'Tolajis (for fo he writes the word, though Tu- 
last be clearly intended by his Ndgart letters) ; 
and adds, that it is the oidy f pedes reputed holy., 
and dedicated to the God Vishnu. I Ihould, 
confequently, have taken it for the Holy Ocy- 
i^»M of ‘LiNNAfus, if its odour, of which that 
species is faid to be nearly deftitute, had not 
^en very aromatick and grateful; but it is more 
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probably a variety of ^that fpecks, than of the 
Small-flowered^ \^ich refembles it a little in 
fragrance: whatever be its Linnaan appellation, 
if it have any, the following* are the only re-- 
marks that I have yet had leifure to make on it. 

^ % ,v . 

Stem one^ or two feet high, moftly incurved 
above; knotty, ai'ui rough, below. Branch'^ 
lets crofs-arm*ed, channelled. Leaves oppo- 
fite, rather fmall, egged, pointed, acutely faw- 
ed; purple veined, beneath ; ' dark, above. 
Petlols dark purple, downy. Racemes termi- 
nal ; Flowers verticlllcd threefold, or fivefold, 
crofs-armed; verticils from feven to fourteen; 
Peduncles dark purple, channelled, villous; 
brath feflile, rounclifh, concave, refle£ted. 
Calyx^ with its upper lip orbicular, deeply 
concave externally. Co^ol bluifli purple. The 
whole plant has a dufky purplifh hlie ap- 
proaching to blacky and thence perhaps, like 
the large black bee of this country, it is held 
facred to Crishna; though a fable, perfedily 
Ovidian^ be <old in the Purdnns concerning 
the metamorphofis of the nymph Tut as i, 
who wa’S beloved by the paft»ral God, into 
the fhrub, which has fince home her name: 
it may not be improper to addjfhat the White 
OcYMUM is in SanJ'qrit caileS Arjaca. 

53. Pa'tali: 

SyN. Fatala^ Amogba^ CdchaJi'baH, P'bali- 

K 
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ruba, Crtfinavrliith^ €:^erdcp}. Some read 
M6ghd and CMdJl’hdli} 

Pdrald, Pdralt, Pdrul. 

Linn. Bignon/a. Chekmidesf 

0 

Cal. Perianth one4eaved, belled, \d!Ious, wi- 
thering," obfeurely five-acigled from the points 
of the divlfions, five-parted ; dhi/ions^ round- 
ifh, pointed, the two loweft ifioft diilant. 

Cor. One-petaled, belled. Tube very Ihort;, 
throaty oblong-belled, gibbous. Border five- 
parted; the two higher divifions refleded, 
each minutely toothed ; convex externally ; 
the three lower divifions, above, expanded ; 
below, ribbed, farrowed, very villous. Palate 
nearly clofing the throat. Nedlary^ a promi- 
nent rim, furifcunding the germ^ obi cure! y 
iive-parted. 

St AM* Filaments four or Jhi\ incurved, in- 
ferted below the upper divifion of the border, 
Iborter than the corol, with the rudiment of a 
fifth or Ji^thy between two Iborter than the 
reft. AyitherSy tw^o-cleft, incumbent at obtufe 
angles. 

PisT. Germ dl)long-corjir.al. thread-form, 

as long as the ftainens. Stig77ia headed with 
two folds, often clofed by vifeiditj. 

Per. Capfule gne-celled, two-valved, twelve 
inches long at a medium, and one inch thick; 

, rounded, four-fided, pointed, incurved, rather 
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contorted, diminifhing at both ends^ dotted 
with afhy fpccks, heVe'and there Hightly inro- 
minent, ftriated; two ftripes broader, very 
dark, at right angles with the valves. 

Rec. a H'riesof hard, broadiih, woody rings, 
clofely ftrung on tvyo wiry central threads. 

§EEDs numerous, forty-eight on an avenigt*, 
three-angled, iiifertcd *by^ one angle in cavi- 
ties between the rings of the receptacle, into 
wliich they arc clofcly prefied by parallel ribs 
ill the four fidcs of the capfule ; v?inged on 
the two other angles with long fubpellucid 
in cmbranCvS, iiiibricated along the fides of the 
receptacle. 

Tree rather large. Stem fcabrous. 

Branchleis crofs-armed, yellowiiJi'grcen, fpecklcd 

with* fmaH white lines. Leaves feathered 

with an odd one ; two or three paii*€d, 

poliolcJ. Leaflets oppolitc, egged, pointed, 

moft entire, downy on both fides, veined ; 

older leaflets roughifli, margined, netted and 

paler below, daggered. Petiols tuj)ercled, gib- 
• • 
boils at the liafe ; of the paired leaflets, very 

ihort ; of the odd ^one, longcsr. Stipules^ 

linear. Flowers paniclcd ; oppofite, 

moftly tliree-flowered ; an odd ^ower fvb- 

fefllle between the two terminaj pedicels Co^ 

7ol externally, light p\irple above, brownilh 

purple below, hairy at its convexity; inter- 
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nallj, dark yellow below, amethyftine above; 
exquifitely fragrant,*p^eferred by the bees to 
all other flowers, and compared by the poets 
to the quiver ( of Cam a dev a, or the God 
of Love. The whole plant;, except the root 
and jiem, very downy ^d vifcid. The fruit 
can fcarce be called a filique^ fince the feeds 
are no where affixed to the futures ; but 
their -wings indicate the genus, which might 
properly have been named Ptirrfpertnon: 
they are very hard, but enclofe a white fweet 
kernel ; and their light-coloured fummits with 
three dark points, give them the appearance 
of winged infeds. Before I faw the fruit of 
this lovely plant, 1 fufpe£ted it to be the 
Bignonia Chelonoides^ which Van Rheede 
calls PMri\ and I conceived that barbarous 
word to be a corruption of Pd tali: but the 
pericarp of the true Pdtali, and the form of 
the feeds, differ fo much from the Pddrl, that 
we can hardly confider them as varieties of 
the fame Ipecies ; although the fpecifick cha- 
racier exhibited in the Supplement to Lin- 
N^us, correfponds very nearly, with both 
plants. 

Tlie Pdtali bloflbms early in the fpring. be- 
fore a leaf appears on the trees but the fruit is 
not ripe till the following winter. 

|4. Go'cant'aca: 
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Stn. Pa/ancajhd^ Icflmgandbd, S wadmjbtrd, 
Swdducan/aca, •Gdcjhuraca, Vmas'rrd^dtit- 

VuLO. Gocpurd, Gokyura, Culp). 

Rheede; Bahil Chulli. 

Linn. Long-I«aTed*BAittERiA? 

Cal. Perianth one-leAved, hairy, five-toothed; 
upper tooth, long, incurved, pointed ; two 
under^ and fewo laferaj, ftiorter, fubequal, 
winged with fubpellucid membranes. 

Cor. One-petaled, two-lipped. . flattifli, 
curved, protuberant at the mouth. * Upper lip 
ere<3:, two-parted, reflefted at the fides, con- 
cave in the middle, enclofing the frudifica- 
tion. Under lip three-parted, refleded, with 
two parallel, callous, hifpid bodies on the 
center of its convexity; Dwifions, inverfe- 
heaftcd. * 

Stam. Filaments four, inferted m the. mouth 
of the tube ; conneded at their bafe, then 
feparated into pairs and circling round the 
piftil ; each pair united below, confilling of a 
long and a JJjort filament. Anthers arrowed. 

PisT. Gertn awled ; pointed, furrowed, with 
prominent feedlets^ fitting on ti glandular pe- 
dicel. Style thread-form, longer than the 
fiamens, incurved above them, Stigmq Am- 
ple. 

Per. 

Flowers verticilled ; Carols blue, or bright vio- 
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let ; center of the under lip yellow. Verticils^ 
each furrounded by thorns, very long, di- 
verging, coloured above; Under which are 
the leaves, alike verticilled, lanced, acutely 
fawed, pubefcent, interfperfe^.' with briftles. 
Stem jointed, flattifh, h^ry, reddilh ; furrow- 
ed on both fides ; broader at the joints, or. 
above the verticils ; furrows alternate. 

55. Sindhuca: 

Syn. Sindhuvara, Indrafurifa, Nirvandi, In- 
drdnica.- 

VuLG. Nisindd. 

LrNN. Three-leaved Vitex; or Negundot 

Cal. Perianth five-toothed, beneath, perma- 
nent; toothlets acute, fubequal. 

Cor. One-petaled, grinning; I'ube funnel- 
Ihaped, internally villous ; border two- lipped; 
Upper • lip broad, concave, more deeply co- 
loured ; under lip four-cleft ; divijions, acute, 
fimilar. 

3 tam. Filaments ianv', two fhorter, adhering 
to the villous at the bafe. Anthers haM- 
mooned. 

PiST. Gcr/« globular ; <S'/y/(?thread-fofm; Stig- 
ma two-parted, pointed, reflex. 

Per. Berry (unlefs it be the coat of a 
naked feed) r^undilh, very hard; black, ob- 
fcurely furrowed, with' the calyx clofely ad- 
hering. 



OK SEWJCTr INDI^ PJLANTS. ISt 

Seeds from one to four? I never faw more 
than one, as R|tEEl?K4tas well defcribed it. 
Flowers racema-panicled ; purplilli or dark 
blue wdthout, greyifli witjiin, finalL Ha- 
cemes moftly-jtermhial ; fome pedicels, many.- 
flowered. 

Stem diftindlly four-fided ; JiJes channelled j 
jointed, bending. Stipules egged, fcaly, thick-- 
ifb, clofe. BranchU’ts crofs-armed. 

The 'tube of the corol is covered internally 
with a tangle of filvery 'filky down, exquifitely 
beautiful ; more denfe below the upper lip. 

This charming fhrub, which feeins to delight 
in watery places, rifcs to the height of ten or 
twelve, and fometimcs of twenty, feet ; exhi- 
biting a moft elegant appearance, with rich ra- 
cemes or panicles lightly difperfed on the fum- 
mit of its branchleta. On a comparifon of two 
engravings in Rumphius, and as piany in Van 
R JIEEDE, and of the idefcriptions in both works, 

I am nearly perfuaded that the Sindhuca or 
Nirgandt, is the V'^itex Negmdo of Linn,$ijs j. 
hut it certainly referables the \'itex 
in its leaves^ which are oppolite^ egged, acute, 
petioied ; above tnoflfy ibreed ; Ijclpw jncftly 
fved', paler beneath; rarely fawed aftd very 
flightly, but generally entire :.fhey are ve^ 
aromatick, and pillows»are fluffed with them, 
to remove a cold in the head and a head-ach 
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occafrooed by it. Thefe, I prefumc, are the 
flinibs* which BoNTfuj calls Lagon^, ailid 
which he feems to conlider as 'a panacea. 

56. Ca'rave'ha: 

Syn. Cdtillaca, Sujhavu 

VuLO. Beng. liurhta'iya\ Hind. Caraild. 

Linn. Five-leaved 

Cal. Perianth four-leaved, gaping at the bafe, 
then eredl ; let^ets egg-oblong, concave, 
downy; deciduous. 

Cor. Crofs-form. Petals four, expanding, 
claws long ; folds wrinkled. 

Nediary, from fx to twelve roundifli, perforated 
glands^ girding the gibbous receptacle. 

St AM. Filaments fix, threadform, hardly dif- 
fering in length, inferted on a pedicel below 
the germ. Anthers ereft, pointed, furrowed. 
Pi ST. .Germ eredb, linear, long, downy, fitting 
on the produced pedicel. Style very fhort. 
Stigma headed, flat, circular. 

Per. Silique one-celled, two-valved, fpindle- 
Ihaped, with protuberant feeds; crowned with 
the peimanent ftyle. 

Seeds very many, roundifli, nodding. Recep- 
tacles linear^ often more than two. 

The whole plant, moll diftindly one piece. 
Rest whitilh, yith fcattered capillary fibres. 
Stem herbaceous, pale ^een, in parts purple, 
hairy, crofs-armed, produced into a long raceme 
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crowded at the fummit. BrancMets, fimiliu: to 
the ftem, leaf-bearing ;*,fftnikr, but foialler leaves 
rifing alfo from their axils. Leaves fixed, rovmd- 
ilh-rhomboidal, notched, pointed, hairy, dark 
green, the loM^r p4irs refpe£tively equal, the 
odd one much larger^ ftrongly ribbed with pro- 
^cefles from the petiol-branches, conjoined by 
the bafis of thg ribs, in the form of a ftarlet ; 
each ray, whitifti and furrowed within. Calyx 
’ green. * Petals white. Anthers covered with 
gold-coloured pollen. Pedicels purplkh. BraBs 
threed, fimilar to the cauline leaves. The fen- 
fible qualities of this herb feem to promife great 
antifpafmodick virtues ; it has a feent much re- 
fembling ajj'a foetida^ but comparatively delicate 
and extremely refrefliing. Fey p)ronouncing this 
Cleofne tho Caravella of the ancient Indians^ I 
have only the authority of Rheede, who has 
exad:ly written that word in Malabar letters ; . 
as to his BrdhmaniCal name 'Tiloni, my vocabu- 
laries have nothing more like it thah Tilaca, to 
which CJlmraca and Srtmat are the only fyno- 
nyma. 

57. Na'gace'sara: 

Syn. Champeya, tefara; Cahehana,. or any 
other name of gold. 

VuLG. Nagafap. 

Linn. Iron Mesua? 

To the botanical deferiptions of this delight- 
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fill plant, I need only add, that the tree is one 
of the moft beautiful* <fn earth, and that the 
delicious odour of its blolTom? juftly gives them 
a place in the qui;ver of Ca'made'va. In the 
poem, called Naijhadhay there ds a wild, but 
elegant, couplet, where the poet compares the 
white of the Ndgacefara^ from which the bees 
were fcattering the pollen of the numerous gold- 
coloured anthers, to an alabafter wheel, on which 
Cam A was whetting his arrows, while fparks 
of lire were difperfed in every diredlion. Sure- 
ly, the genuine appellation of an Indian plant 
Ihould be fubftituted for the corrupted name 
of a Syrian phyfician who could never have 
feen it ; and, if any trivial name were neceflary 
to diftinguilh a.fmgle fpecies, a more abfurd 
one than iron could not polTibly Jiavct- been 
feleded for a flower with petals like filver and 
, anthers like gold. 

58. SaXmam: 

Syn. Ficfjbild^ Pur am. Mocha, SihirdyuJIj. 
VuLG. Semel. 

Lin. Seven4ca:4ed Bombax. 

59. Sana': 

tSvN. . S' andpujbpkd, Gbant' dr avi. 

VuLG. ‘San, pronounced Sun. 

Linn. Rulhy Grotalaria. 

Cal. Perianth one-leaved, villous, permanent ; 
fliort below, gibbous on both lides, with 
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minute linear Upper teeth, lanc- 

ed, prefling tht lianner; lower tooth, boat- 
form, concave, two-*gafticd in the middle, 
cohering above and beio^^ ; fheathing the 
keel, rather /Sorter than it ; pointed. 

Cor, Boat-form. 

Bamjer, broad, large, acute, rather hearted, with 
two dark caHofities at. the hale, and with 
comprelTed lidcs, moftly involving the other 
parts : a dark line from bafe to point. 

IVings inverfe-cgg-oblong, with dai^ callous 
bodies at their axils, two-thirds of the banner 
in Icngtli. 

Keel flattened at the point, nearly clofed all 
round to include the frudlKicalion, very gib- 
bous below to receive the 

St AM* Vitiunents ten, coalclced, cleft behind, 
two-parted l^elow ; alternately with li- 
near farrowed erect, and long TsiJi roundilh, 
anthers. 

Pis r. Germ rather awled, flat, villous, at a 
right angle ^with the afeending, cylindrick,' 
downy Style. Stigma pubefeent, concave, 
open, fomewhat lipjjcd. 

Ve r . Legume pedicelled, fhort, velvtty, Iturgid, 
one-celled, two-valved. 

Skeds, from one* or two to twelve or moi^, 
round-kidney-form, comprelTed. 

Flowers deep yellow. Leaves alternate, lancetl, 
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paler beneath, keeled^; petioh very fhort ; 
Jltpules, minute, roundilh; villous. Stem 
ftriated. 

Threads, called pofvitraca^ from their fuppofed 
purity^ have been made of ^ana" born, time 
immemorial : they are'* mentioned in the laws 
of Menu. 

The retufe-leaved Qrotalaria, which Van 
Rheede by miftake calls Schama Pt'fpU is 
cultivated, I believe, for the fame purpofe. 
Rumphius had been truly informed, that 
threads for nets were made from this genus 
in Bmgal : but he fufpe£lcd the information 
to be erroneous, and thought that the perfons 
who conveyed it, had confounded the Crota- 
laria with the Capfular Corchorus : ftrong 
ropes and canvas are made of its macerated 
bark. 

The 'Jangal-s a variety of the watery Cro- 
TALARiA, has very beautiful flowers, with a 
greenilh white banner, purple-ftriped, wings, 
bright viofet : Jlem, four-angled, and four- 
wingeS; leaves egged, obtufe, acute at the 
bafe, curled at the e^lges, downy; Jiipules, 
two, declining, mooned, if you chufe to call 
them fo, but irregular, and acutely pointed, 
la all the Indian fpecies, a' difference of foil 
pad culture occafion varieties in the flower 
|rudific|ation. 
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6o. Jay anti': 

Syn. Tervar}^ Nadey), Vatjayantkd. 

Jaintf, ydb ) ; fome fay, Aranl. 

Rheede. Kedangu. 

Linn. JijscH^OMENE Sejban. 

Cal. Perianth one-Jeaved, rather belled, five- 
cleft ; tobthletSt awled, ereeV, fubequal, more 
diftant on each fide of ^Jie awning ; perma- 
nent. 

• • 

Cor. Boat-form. 

• 

Awning very broad, rather longer *than the 
wings, inverfe-hearted, quite reflefted fo as 
to touch the calyx ; waved on the margin ; 
furrowed at the bafe internally, with two 
converging hornlets, fronting the aperture of 
the keel, gibbous below, • Swled upwards, 
acute, ereft, within the wings. Wings ob- 
long, clawed, narrower abovlf obtufe, fpurred 
below, embracing the keel aad the homlets 
of the awning. 

Keel comprefled, enclofing the fructification, in- 
fleCled nearly in a right angle, gaflied below* 
and above the flexure; each divifion hatchet- 
form ; beautifully lariated. 

St AM- Filaments fimple and nine-cleft, inflect- 
ed like the keel j the Jimple ope curved at 
the bafe. ’ Anthers oblong, rdunAfh! 

PisT. Germ comprefled, linear, ereCt as high 
aa the flexure of the filamepts with vifible 
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partitions. Sty/e nearly at a right angle with 
the germ, awled, infle(3:ed'’like the ftamen. 
Stigma rather headed, foniewhat cleft, pel- 
lucid. 

PftR. Legume very long, fleftiderj,’ wreathed 
when fipe, fmooth iit^thc valves, but with 
feeds rather protuberant, many-parted, ter- 
minated with a h£\rd Iharp point. 

Seeds oblong, rather kidncy-fliaped, fmooth, 
flightly affixed to the future, folitary. 

Stem arborefeent, ratlier knotty. Leaves fea- 
thered, pairs from nine to fifteen, or more, 
often alternate ; leaflets oblong, end-nicked, 
fome with an acute point, dark green above, 
paler beneath, witli a gibbofity at the infer- 
tion of the pttiols ; fleeping, or collapfing, 
towards night. Racemes axillary; 'pedicels 
with a double curvature or line of beauty; 
flowers or feven ; varying in colour; 

in fome plants, wholly yellow; in others, 
with a blackifh-purple awning yellow within, 
and dark yellow wings tipped with brown ; 
In fome with aii awning of the richeft orange- 
fcarlet externally, and , internally of a bright- 
yelldw; "wings yellow, of different fliades; 
and a keel^ pale below, with an exquifite 
•changGible light purple above, ftriated in 
^.elegant curves. The whole plant is inex- 
''preffi%ly beautiful, efpedally in the colour of 
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..the buds and leaves, and the grace of all the 
curves, for th«re Js. no proper angk in any 
part of it. The Brahmens hold it facred : 
VanRheede fays, that thty call it Cananga; 
but I never >ipet with that word in Sanferit : 
it has parts like arf Hedyfarum, aind the aii* 
of a Cytyhsi 

6r. Pala^'sa; 

Syn. Cinsuca^ Parna^ Vdtapofba. 

•VuLG.* Palds,PU^,Dhdc. 

Koen. Butea frondofa. 

Cal. Perianth belled, two-lipped ; upptr lip 
broader, obfeurely end-nicked \ under lip three* 
cleft, downy; permanent. 

Cor. Boat-form. 

Awning reflc£led, hearted, <l0wny beneath ; 
fom«times, pointed. 

Wings lanced, afeending, narro^^r than the keel. 

Keel^ as long as the wings, two-»parted below, 
half-mooned, afeending. 

St AM. Filaments nine and one, afeending, re- 
gularly curved. Anthefs linearj^ ereft. 

PiST. Germ pedicelled, oblongifli, downy. 

Style awleij, about as long as the Ifemens. Stig* 
ma fmall, minutely cleft. 

Per. Legume pedicelled, oblonjg, compreffed, 
depending; 

Seed one, toward the apex of the pericarp, flat^ 
fmooth, ovaLroundifh. 


VOL. III. 
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Flowers raccme-fafcicled, large, red, or French 
fcai'Iet, filvered with' dpwn. „ 

Leaves threed, pctioled ; leaflets entire, ftipuled, 
large, rhomboidal ; the lateral ones unequally 
divided ; the terminal one, larger, equally bif- 
fedled brightly verdant. A perfe£i defadp- 
tion of the arborefeent and the twining Pa- 
la's A has been exhibited in, the laft volume, 
w’ith a full account of its beautiful red gum ; 
but the fame plant is here flrortly deferibed 
from the life, becaufe few trees are confidered 
by the Hindus as more venerable and holy. 
The Faldfa is named with honour in the 
Vedas ^ in the laws of Menu, and in Sanjerit 
poems, both facred and popular ; it gave its 
name to the jnemorable plain called Fldfley 
by the vulgar, but properly Palafl ; and, on 
every accoiEit, it mull be hoped, that this 
noble planr will retain its ancient and claflical 
appellation. A grove of Paldfas was for- 
merly the principal ornament of Cr'/Jbna- 
nagary where we Hill fee the trunk of an 
aged tree near fix feet in circumference. This 
genus, as far as we can judge from written 
deferiptions, feems allied to the Niflelia, 

62. Caranjaca: 

Syn. Cbirabihay NaBamMoy Caraja. 

VuLG. Caranja. 

Rheede : Caranfebiy 6 H. M. tab. > 
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Cal. Perianth one-leaved, cup-form, obfcurely 
five-toothed, or fcalloped, beaked. 

Cor. Boat-form. 

Awning broad, end-nicked,*ftriated, rather fpl- 
rally infledftjd, with two callofities at its bate. 

Wings oblong, of the fame length with tlie 
awning'. 

Keel rather fhorter, gibbous below, two-parted. 

Stam. Filaments nine in one body, gaping at 
the bafe, and difcovering a tenth clofe to the 
flyle. Anthers egged, eredf. 

PiST. Germ above, oblong, downy. Style in- 
curved at the top. Stigma rather headed. 

Per. Legume moftly one-feeded, thick, round- 
ed above, flattifti, beaked below. 

Seed oblong-roundilh, rather Icidney-form. 

RaceJnes j^illary. Awning pale ; wings violet. 
Leaves feathered with an’^dd one,, moftly 
two-paired ; leaflets egg-oblong, pointed, keel- 
ed, fhort-pctioled*; brownifti on one fide, pale 
on the other. Common petiol gibbous at its 
bafe. Thefleed yields an oil fijppofed to be*a 
cure for the moft inveterate fcabies. 

63. Arjuna: 

Syn. Nadifarja, ViratarUy Indradru^ Cacubha. 

ViTLG. flaral. 

Rheede. Adamboe\ 4 H. Wf. tdb. 20, 2I,*22., 

Linn, Munchhausia? 

Koen. Lagerstroemia? 
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Cal. Perianth one-leaved, fix-cleft, top-fhap- 
ed, furrowed, with protul^eraiit ridges, downy, 
permanent ; divifious, coloured, with points 
refledled. 

Cor. Petals fix, roundifh, foro^whtft notched, 
expanding, wavy; claws fhort, inferted in 
the calyx. 

St AM. Filaments coloured, numerous, capil- 
lary fhortifh, obfeurely conjoined in fix par- 
cels, one to each divijion of the calyx ; Ajt- 
thers thick, incumbent, roundifh, kidney- 
fhaped. 

PjST. Germ above, egged. Style coloured, 
longifh, thread-form, incurved. Stigma ob- 
tufe. 

Per, Capftile ^gged, fix-celled, fix-yalved. 

Seeds numerous. 

Panicles^ racemed, terminal, erccl. Flowers vio- 
let or light purple, in the highefl degree beau- 
tiful. Leaves alternate, leathery, fome oppo- 
fite, cgg-oblong, ftipuled, moll entire, Ihoit- 
petioled, finooth, paler beneath. Branches 
round and finooth ; I have feen a fingle 
panicle, weaving near the fummit of the tree, 
covered -^Vith bloflbms, and as large as a milk- 
naaid’s garland. The timber is ufed for the 
building of fiiiall boats. 

64. Vanda': 

SyN. Vricjhadam, Vricjharuhd^ jivantied. 
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VuLG. Bdnda^ Terfdra^ Perafdrd. 

Thefe names, like the Limtcean^ are applicable 
to all parajite plants. 

Linn. Retufc-leavQd Epidendrum ? 

Cal. Spathes^*vidix\\it^^ ftraggling. 

Cor, Petals five, diverging, oval-oblong, ob- 

• tufe, wavy; the two lowell larger; the three 
higheft, equal; bent towards the nedtary. 

.central, rigid : Month gaping oblique: 
Upper lip fliorter, three-parted, with a polilhed 
honey-cup ; under lipy concave in the middle, 
keeled above, with two fmaller cavities below; 
two procefl'es at the hafe^ incurved, hollow, 
oval-pointed, converging, honey-bearing. 

St AM, Filaments very fliort. Anthers round, 
flattilh, margined, covered tvith a lid, eafily 
deciduous* from the upper lip of the neiSlary. 

PiST. Germ beneath, long, ribbed, contorted 
with curves of oppofitc flexurfi. Style very 
fliort, adhering to the upper lip. Stigma 
fimple. 

Per. Capfule^ oblong-conick, wreathed, fix- 
keeled, each with two fmaller keels, three- 
celled, crowned with the dry col*ol. 

Seeds innumerable like fine dust, affixed* to the 
Receptacle with extremely finf .hairs, which 
become thick wool. 

Scapes incurved, folitary, from the cavity of the 
leaf, at moft feven-flowered ; pedicels alter- 
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natc. Petals milk-white externally, tranf- 
parent ; brown within, yellow-fpotted. Upper 
lip of the nedtary fnow- white ; under lip, 
rich purple or light crimfon ftriated at the 
bafe, with a bright yellow gland, as it feems, 
on each procefs. The flowers gratefully fra- 
grant and exquifitely beautiful, looking as if 
compofed of fliells er made of 'enamel ; crifp, 
elaftick, vifcid internally. Leaves ftieathing, 
oppofite, equally curved, rather flefliy, fword- 
form, retufe in two ways at the fummit, with 
one acute point. Roots fibrous, fmooth, flex- 
ible ; fhooting even from the top of the 
leaves. This lovely plant attaches itfelf chiefly 
to the higheft Amras and Bilvas ; but it is 
an air-plant, and lives in a pot without earth 
or water: its leaves are excavated upwards, 
to catch and retain dew. It moft refembles 
the firft and fecond Maravaras of Van 
Rheede in its roots, leaves, and fruit, but 
. rather differs from them in its inflorefcence. 
Since the parafites are diftinguifhed by the 
trees, on which they moft commonly grow, 
this may in Sanferit be called Amuravandd\ 
and the name Baculavandd fhould be applied 
to' the Loranthus'y while the Vifeum of the 
Oak, I ana told, is named Vanda Amply and 
tranfcendently, the Vanddea^ or Oak, being 
b^ facred. 
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65'. A'malaci': 

SvN. T^ijhyap'hila^Jlnir'ita^Vayaft ha. 

VULG. 

Linn. Phvllantjius Enwlicd 

66. GajapipVali': 

Syn. Caripippali^ Cnpiballi^ Colaball'i, S'reyas'iy 
Vas'ira. Some add, Chavicd or Chavya^ but 
that is named*, in the Amaracafi, as a diftin6t 
plant^ vulgarly Cbava or Chayi. 

VuLG. Eippal-f banca^Maidah. ' 

Male Flowers. 

Cal. Common Veriantb four-leaved ; leajlets^ 
roundifli, concave ; the two exterior, oppo- 
fite, fmaller ; containing from eight to four- 
teen florets. Partial calyx^ none. 

Cor. None. NeSlary, marfy' yellow glands 
on the pedicel of the filaments. 

Stam. Filaments from eight to eighteen in 
each floret, connefled by a fholrt villous pedi- 
cel, threadform, very hairy. Anthers large, 
netted, irregular, inflated, containing the 
pollen. 

Pi ST. Rudiments of a germ and fykt wi- 
thering. 

Female Flowers. 

Cal. Common Perianth as ii\- the male, but 
fmaller ; containing from ten to tVtelve florfits. 

Partial calyXy none ; unlefs you affumc the 
corol. 
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Cor. Many-petaled, belled. Petals creft 
lance-linear, flelliy, covered 'within, and ex- 
ternally with white hairs. Ncolary^ yellow 
glands fprinklin^ the receptacle. 

Pi ST. Germ oval. Style cylindrickj curved at 
the bafe.* Stigma headed. 

Per. Berry globular, one-feeded. 

Seed, fpherical, fmoqth.* 

Flou^ers iimbelled, yellow from their anthers. 
Leaves moftly oblong-lanced, but remarkably 
varying ‘ in fhape, alternate. Both flowers 
and fruit have an agreeable feent of lemon-^ 
peel ; and the berries, as a native gardener 
informs me, are ufed as a fpice or condiment : 
it was from him that I learned the Sanjerit 
name of the ‘plant ; but as balh means a 
creeper^ and as the Plppal^jhancd is a tree 
perfcdlly able* to fland without fupport, I 
fuljpect in fome degree the accuracy of his 
information ; though I cannot account for 
his ufing a Saf^ferit word without being led 
• to it, unlefs^ he had acquired at leaft tradi- 
tional knowledge. It might be referred, from 
the imperfe(il mixed flower, to tha twenty- 
third clafst 

67. S A COT AC a; 

Syw. 

Vui.G. Syuro^ or Syaura, 

l^oEN. Roughlcavcd Trophis? 
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MALE. 

Cal. Common Iiifbricated ; leaflets fix or eight, 
egged, acute, fmail, expanding, withering, 
containing generally from five to feven flow- 
erets. Partial four-parted ; divijlons egged, 
expanded, viilous. 

Go None, unlefs you alfiime the calyx. 

• , ^ 

St AM. Flliir}r^7tts moftly f^nr, (in fonic, three; 
in one^, five) awled, flefliy, rather comprefled, 
fpread.ng over the divijions of the calyx, and 
adhering to them at the point. Anthers dou- 
ble, fo'ded. 

The buds claftick, fpringing open on a touch. 

FEMALE. 

Cal. Four-parted; •e^ged, concave, 

pointed, f)erraanent, propped by two fmall 
hraeJs ; unlefs you call them the^calvx. , 

Cor. None; unlefs you give the that 

name. 

Pi S T. Germ roundifli. Style very fliort, cylin- 
drick. Stigma long, two-partec|g, permanent.* 

Per. Berry one-feeded, navelled, fmooth, fome- 
what flattened. 

Seed globular, arllled. 

Leaves various, fome inverfe-egg^d, fome .ob- 
long, ibme ovaI,‘pointed, irre^ulariy notched, 
alternate (fome oppolTte), crowded, crifp,very 
rough veined, and paler beneath, fmoother 
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and dark above. Berry, deep yellow. The 
Pandits having only obCervfed the male plant, 
infill that it bears no fruit. Female flowers 
axillary, from one to four or five in an axil. 
68. ViRANA: 

Syn. Viratara. 

Vo LG. Bind, Gdnddr, Cat a. 

ReTZ. Jlf»W<?/^i/,ANDROPOGON. 

Roxn. Aromatick Andropogon. 

The root of this ufeful plant, which C A 'LI- 
DAS calls usira, has nine other names thus 
arranged in a Sanferit verfe : 

Abhaya, Nalada, Sdvya, Amrlndla, 'Jaldsaya, 
Ldmajjaca, Laghulaya, Avaddha, Jfitaedpai' ha. 
It will be fufficient to remark, that Jaldfaya 
means aquatick,'‘ZvA that Avaddba implies a 
power of allaying fever ijh beat ; for which pur- 
pofe the root was brought by Gautami' ta 
her pupil Sacontal'a: the flender fibres of 
it, which wc know here by the name of C'bas 
or Khajkbas, are moft agreeably aromatick, when 
tolerably frefii ; and among the innocent luxu- 
ries of this climate, wc may aflign the firft rank 
to the coolnefs and fragrance, which the large 
hurdles or fereens in which they are interwoven, 
impart to the hotteft air, by the means of water 
dUlhed throughUhem ; while the ftrong fouth- 
ern wind fpreads the feent before it, and the 
quick evaporation contributes to cool the atmo- 
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fphere. Having never, fe^en the frefh plant, I 
guefled from the hame in Van Rheede, and 
from the thhi roois^ that it was tiie jljiafick 
Acorus; but a drawing of l3r. Roxburgh’s 
has convinced me^ that 1 was millaken. 

69. SamT: 

hah.i^ Siva. 

VuLG. Bd/niL 

1,. J N N. 'Farncjian M i Mos A. 

^Thorns doul)le, white, bjack-pointed, ftlpular. 
ly-^avcs twice-feathered ; firft, in three or four 
pairs ; then in pairs from fourteen to fixteen. 
Spikes globular, with fliort peduncles ; yelloii^ 
perfuming the woods and roads with a rich 
aromatick odour. A minute gland on the 
petiols below the leaflets. extremely 

hard,* ufetf by the Brahmens to kindle their 
lacred fire, by rubbing two pieces of it. toge- 
ther, when it is of a proper age and fuffi- 
ciently dried. Gum femi-pciiucid. Legufnes 
ratlier fpindlc-fhaped, but irregular, curved, 
acutely pointed, or daggered, j^vith twelve* 
or fourteen feeds rather prominent, gummy 
within. • Seeds roiipdifli, com]Jrefred. The 
gum of this valuable plant is more tranfpa- 
rent than that of the NthtiqpmOV Arabian 
fpecies ; which the ylrahs cafl IJtlmu Ighildh^ 
or Mother of Serpents, and the Perjians^ by 
an eafy corru])tion, Mughilan^ 
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Samira means a fmall Sami-, but I cannot 

% • 

learn to what fpecies that • diminutive form 
is applied. 

Lajja'ru (properly Lnjjdiu) figniii&s bajhfiil^ 
or fenfithcy and appears to the word en- 
graved on a plate in the Malabar Garden; 
though Van P^heede pronounces'it Laurie 
there can be no doubt, that it is \hQ, picljfunmg 
Mima’S A, with fenjitive leaves, root euclofed 
in a fpungy cylinder, and flowerets with only 
ten lilaincnts. Linnjeus, by a mere flip, 
has referred to this plant as his DuvarJ 
iEscHYNOMENE ; whicli wc frequently meet 
with In Lidia , — See 9 li. M. tab, 20. The 
epithet Lajjdlit,^ is given by the Pandits to the 
Modejl Mimos a. 

70. CllANDRACA: 

S Y N. Chandrafujh'pa. 

VuLG. as hot a Cbdnd,^ or Moonltf, 

Rheede : Sjonaiirui Aimlpodi,, 6 H. M. t. 47. 

Linn. Serpent OpinoxYLUM. 

Cal. Perianth,^ five -parted, fmall, coloured, 
ered:, permanent : divifions^ t'gged, acutifli. 

Cor. Petal, one. Labe very long in propor- 
tion ; jointed near the middle, gibbous from 
the enclofcd anthers ; above them, rather 
funnel-form. \ Border five-parted; divijions,, 
inverfe-egged, wreathed. 

PiST. Germ above, roundifli. Style thread- 
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form. Stigma irregularly headed ; with a 
circular pellucid bale, or neSlary, extremely 
vifcid. 

Per. Berry moflly twinned, often Angle, round- 
ilh, finooth, minutely pointed, one-feeded. 

Seed on one fide flattllh, or concave.; on the 
^ other, convex. 

Flowers fafcicled^ BfaBt minute, egged, point- 
ed, coloured. Fuac of the corol, light pur- 
ple ; border, finall, milkwhite. Ca/yx^ llrll 
pale pink, then bright carmine. Petiols, nar- 
row-winged. Leaves oblong-oval, pointed, 
nerved, dark and glofly above ; moftly three- 
fold, fometimes paired, often four-fold near 
the fummit ; margins wavy. Few Ihrubs in 
the world arc more elegant tjjan the Chandra^ 
efpeoially •when the vivid carmine of the 
Perianth is contradicd not only with the 
milkwhite corol, but wdth thf* rich green 
berries, which at the fame time embellilh tlie 
fafcicle : the mature berries are black, and 
their pulp light purple. The Bengal pea- , 
fants afl'ure me, as the natives of Malabar 
Itad informed Rheede, that thf root of this 
plant feldom fails to cure anijrtalii bitten by 
fnakes, or ftung by fcorpions and, if it be 
the plant, fuppofed to alfift ihe Nucula, oy 
VivERRA lehneumonyxw his battles with fer- 
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pents, its nine fynonyma have been ftrung 
together in the following diftich : 

iNacuH, Surajciy Rafnd,' Sngandbd^ Gandha- 
ndcuHy ■’ 

Ndcuh’fitd^ BhujangdcJJ.dt, Ch'hatricd^ Su- 
va hd, nava. 

The vulgar name, however, of the ichnep- 
mon-plant is Rd/aa, and i,ts fourth Sanferk 
appellation hgnifies ivell-fccntcd ; a quality 
which an ichneumon alone could apjily to 
the Opbioxyliim ; iince it has a ftrong, and 
rather a fetid, odour : the Jifth and Jixth epi- 
thets, indeed, feem to imply that its feent is 
agreeable to the Nacula ; and the feventh 
(according to the comment on the Amaraedpd)^ 
that it is offpnlive to fnakes. Jt is alferted 
by fome, that the Rofan is no other than the 
Rough Indian Acuyranihes, and by others, 
that it is one of the Indian Aris to lochias. 
From refpe£t to Linnaeus, I leave this genus 
in his mixed clafs ; but neither my eyes, nor 
far better eyes than mine, have been able to 
difeover its male flowers ; and it mull be 
confeflfedj^ that all the deferiptions of the 
Ophioxylum^ by Rumphius, Burman, and 
the great botauift himfelf, abound with erro- 
lijcous References, and unaccountable over- 
lights. 
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71. PiPPALA : 

Syn. Bodbt-dritmay Chdla-dala\ Cunjards anas^ 
jdnivat' tha. 

VuLG. Pippal. 

Linn. Holy Ficus*: but the three following 
are alfo thought holy. Fruit fmall, round, 
axillary, .fellilc, mdftly twin. Leaves heart- 
ed, fcallopcd,^ glolTy,* daggered ; pctiols very 
long ; w'hence it is called chaladala^ or the 
tree voitb tremulous leaves. 

72. UnuMBAiiA: 

Syn. yantu-p' haluy TajnymgayHeviadugdhaca. 

V u L G . Dumbar. 

Linn. Racemcd Ficus. 

Fruit pedunclcd, top-fhape, navelled, racemed. 
Leaves egg-oblong, pointed, fome hearted, 
obfdurely fawcd, veined, rough above, netted 
beneath. Van Rhekde lias changed the 
Sanferit name into Roembadoe j it is true, as 
he fays, that minute ants are hatched in the 
ripe fruit, whence it is named Jantu-p’ hala ; 
and the Pandits compare it to the Mundane 

Egg- 

73. Placsha: 

Syn. yati^ Par cats.* • 

V u L G . Pcicari. Pdcar. 

Linn. /WM»Fi.cuscitron-lea.ved; bHtallfQijr 
are Indian. 
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Fruit foffi’e, final!, moftly twin, crouded, 
whitilh. 

Leaves oWong, hearted, pointtd, with very long 
flendor petiols/ 

74. Vat a: 

Syn, Nyegrodhuy Bahupdti 
VcTLG. Ber. 

Linn. Bernal Ficus^ hiJt all .are found in (his 
province, and none peculiar to it. 

Fruit roundilh, blood-rod, navelied, mollly twinj 
fefllle. • Calyx thrcc-leaved, imbricated. 
Leaves fomc hearted, inoftly egged, obtufe, 
broadifli, moft entire, petiols thick, , Ihort ; 
branches radicating. 

The Sanjerit name is given alfo to the very 
large Ficus I)i<(lca, with radicating branches, 
and to fome other varieties of that fpeciesv Van 
Rheedk has by miftake transferred the name 
yjfwatt'ha to, the Placjbay which is never fo 
called. 

75. Caraca: 

Syn. Bhauma^ Cb' liatrdca. 

VULG. ' 

Linn. Fungus Agarick, 

Thifr and the Phallus are the only fungi, 
which r have, yet feen in India: the ancient 
Hindus held, the* fungus in fuch detfeftation, that 
Yam A, a legiflator, fuppofed now to be the 
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judge of departed fpirits, declares thofe, who 
eat muflirooms,- whether fpringing from the 
‘‘ ground or growing on a tree, fully equal in. 

guilt to the flayers of Brahfrfens^ and the moft 
‘‘ defpicablo of deadly finners.’* 

76. Ta'la: 

SjfN. Trmardjan. 

\^ULG. Tdl^ Palmeira. 

Linn. Borassus. 

This rnagnificent palm is juftly entitled the 
king of its order, which the Hindus call trlna 
druma^ or grafs trees. V^an Rheede mentions 
the bluifli gelatinous, pellucid fubftance of the 
joww^ feeds ^ which, in the hot feafon, is cooling, 
and rather agreeable to the tafte ; but the liquor 
extrafted from the tree, is th« •moft feducing 
and pernicious of intoxicating vegetable juices : 
when juft drawn, it is as plealhnt as Pouhon 
water frefh from the fpring, and*almoft equal 
to the heft mild Chatdpaigne. From this liquor, 
according to Rheede, fugar is extracted; and 
it would be happy for thefe provinces, if it 
were always applied to fo innocent a purpofe. 

77. Na'r.ice'la: 

Syn. Ldngalin. 

V u L G . NdrgU^ NdrjiL 
Linn. Nut-bearing Cocos. 

Of a palm fo well knbwn to Europeans^ little 
more needs be mentioned than the true Afiatick 
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name : the water of the young fruit is neither 
fo copiouJJ, nor fo tranfparent* and refrefhing, in 
Bengal^ as in the ifle of Ilinzuan^ where the 
natives, who life the unripe nuts in their cook- 
ery, take extreme care of the trees, » 

78. Guva'Ca: 

Syn. Gkonia^ CramMca^ Cdpura. 

V UL G . *5* upyari, 

Linn, Aheca Catechu. 

The trivial name of this beautiful palm hav- 
ing been occafioned by a grofs error, it muft 
neceffarily be changed ^ and Guvaca ihould be 
fubflituted in its place. The infpiffated juice 
of the Mimosa Chadira being vulgarly known 
by the name of Cafb^ that vulgar name has 
been changed* by into Catechu \ and 

becaufe it is chewed with thin "flices of the 
Vdvega.^ or Areca^nxjX^ a fpecics of this palm 
has been diftinguiihed by the fame ridiculous 
corruption, 
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1 HE Perfian language is rich, melodious, and 
elegant j it has been fpoken for many ages by 
the greateft princes in the politeft courts of 
Afiaj and a number of admirable works have 
been written in it by hiftorians, philofophers, 
and poets, who found it capable of expreffing 
with equal advantage the moft^ beautiful and 
the moil elevated fentiments. 

It muft feem ftrangc, therefore, that the ftudy 
of this language (hould be fo little cultivated at 
a time when a tafte for general and diffufive 
learning feems .univerfally to prevail j ^d that * 
The fine productions of a celebrated nation 
fliould reniain in manufeript upon the Ihelves 
of our publick libraries, without a 'fiqgle ad-^ 
mirer who rnight open their trfiafures to ‘his 
countrymen, and difplay their oeaulies to the 
light; but if we confider the fubjeCt with a 
.proper attention, we Iha.Il difeover a variety of 
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caufes which have concurred to obftrudl the 
progrefs of Eaftern literature. 

Some men never heard of the Afiatick writ- 
ings, and others will not be , convinced that 
there is any thing valuable in them; fome pre- 
tend to be bufy, and others are really idle; 
fome deteft the Perfians, becaufe they believe 
in Mahomed, and o'chers defpife their language, 
becaufe they do not underftand it : wc all love 
to cxcufe, or to conceal, our ignorance, and arc 
feldom willing to allow any excellence beyond 
the limits of our own attainments: like the fa- 
vages, who thought that the fun rofe and fet 
for them alone, and could not imagine that the 
waves, which furrounded their ifland, left coral 
and pearls upon any other Ihore. 

Another obvious reafon for the negled of 
the Ferfian language is the great fcarcity of 
books, which are neceflary to be read before it 
can be perfedlly learned : the greater part of 
them are preferved in the different mufeums 
and libraries' of Europe, where' they are Ihewn 
more as objefts of curiolity than as fources of 
information 1 and are admired, like the cha- 
railers on a Chinefe fcrcen, more for their gay 
colours than’ for their meaning. 

Thus, witile the excellent writings of Greece 
and Rome are ftudied by every man of a liberal 
rducaticn, and diffufe a general refinement 
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through our part of the .world, the works of the 
Perfians, a nation ’.equally diftinguiflied, in an- 
cient hiftory, are either wholl)^ unknown to us, 
or confidered as entiijily deftitute of tafte and 
invention. 

But if this branch cf literature has hiet with 
f{5 many obftrudions from the ignorant, it has, 
certainly, been thecked in. its progrefs by the 
learned ^hemfelves; moft of whom have con- 
fined their fiudy to the. minute refearchcs of 
verbal criticifm ; like men who difcover a pre- 
cious mine, but inftead of fearching for the 
rich ore, or for gems, amufe themfelves with 
colic(Sing fmooth pebbles and pieces of cryftal. 
Others miftook reading for learning, which 
ought to be carefully diftingtiiKhed by every 
man of fenfc, and were fatisfied with running 
over a great number of manufcnpts in a fuper- 
ficial manner, without condefcending to be 
flopped by their difficulty, or to dwell upon 
their beauty and elegance. The reft have left 
nothing more behind them than grammars and 
dictionaries ; and though they deferve the 
praifes due to unwesiried pains ‘and induftry, 
yet they would, perhaps, have gainefl'a more 
Ihining reputation, if they had jcontributed to 
beautify and enlighten the vaft^cmple ’of learn- 
ing, inftead of fpending their lives, m adorning 
only its porticos and avenues. 
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There is nothing which has tended more to 
bring pplite letters into difere^it, than the total 
infenfibility of commentators and criticks to the 
beauties of the authors whom they profefs to 
illuftrate: few of them feem- to have received 
the fmalieft pleafure from the moft elegant 
compofitions, unlefs they found forae miftakfc 
of a tranferiber to ^be corredted, or fome efta- 
bliihed reading to be changed, fome obfeure 
expreffion to be explained, or fome clear paffage 
to be made obfeure by their notes. 

It is a circumftance equally unfortunate, that 
men of the moft refined tafte and the brighteft 
parts are apt to look upon a clofe application 
to the ftudy of languages as inconfiftent with 
their fpirit and ■ genius : fo that the ftate of 
letters feems to be divided into two dalles, men 
of learning who have no tafte, and men of 
tafte who have no learning. 

M. de Voltaire, who excels all writers of his 
age and country in the elegance of his ftyle, 
and the wonderful variety of his talents, ac- 
knowledges the beauty of the Perfian images 
and fentiroents, and has, verfified a very fine 
paffage from Sadi, whom he compares to Pe- 
trarch: if tha'J extraordinary man had added a 
knowl^ge ■ of 'the Afiatick languages to his 
«th^ acquifitions, we ihould by this time have 
§:cn the poems and hiftories of Perfia in an 
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European drefs, and anyi other recommendation 
of them woujd Hava been unneceflary. 

But there is yet anothej caufe which has 
operated more ftroegly than any before men- 
tioned towards* preventing the rife of oriental 
literature; I mean -the fmall encduragement 
’ which the princes^ and nobles of Europe have 
given to men* of letters.* It is an indifputable 
truth, .that learning will always flouriih moft 
where the ampleft rewards are propofed to the 
indullry of the learned; and that the moft 
Alining periods in the annals of literature are 
the reigns of wife and liberal princes, who 
know that fine writers are the oracles of the 
world, from whofe tefiiniony every king, Aatefi- 
man, and hero muft expedf iHe cenfure or ap- 
probation of poAerity. In the old Aates of 
Greece the higheft honours were given to 
poets, philofophers, and oratorS; and a fingle 
city (as an eminent writer * obferves) in the 
memory of one man, produced more numerous 
and fplendid jnonuments of human genius than 
moA other nations have afforded in a courfe of 
ages. 

The liberality of the Ptolemies~,in Egypt 
drew a number of learned m£n and poets to 
their court, whofe works renTain to the prefent 


* Afcham. 
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age the models of tafte*aiid elegance; and the 
writers, whom Auguftus protedled, brought 
their compofition to a degree of perfedtion, 
which the language of mortals cannot furpafs. 
Whilft all the nations of Europe were covered 
with the deepeft fhadc of ignorance, the Califs 
in Alia encouraged the Mahomedans to im- 
prove their talents, and cultivate the fine arts j 
and even the Turkilh Sultan, who drove the 
Greeks from Conllantinople, was a patron of 
literary merit, and was himfelf an (•Icgant poet. 
The illullrious family of jMedici invited to Flo- 
rence the learned men whom the Turks had 
driven from their country, and a general light 
fuccecdcd the gloom which ignorance and fu- 
perftition had fpread through the weftern world. 
But that light has not continued to Ihine with 
equal fplcndour ; and though fomc flight efforts 
have been made to reftore it, yet it feems to 
have been gradually decaying for the lall cen- 
tury : it grows very faint in Italy ; it feems 
wholly eytingttifhed in France j and whatever 
fparks of it remain in other countries are con- 
fined to the clofets of humble and modeft men, 
■^ * ”**' 

and are not general enough to have their pro- 
per influence. ' 

The nobles of our days confider learning as 
a fubordinate acquifition, which would not be 
/:onliftent with the dignity of their fortunes, 
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and fliould be left ta thofc who toil in a lower 
fphere of life : but* they do not refledl on the , 
many advantages which the ftudy of polite 
letters would, givcf peculiarly to perfons of 
eminent rank afid high employments} who, in- 
ftead of relieving their fatigues by a feries of 
unmanly pleafures, , or ;ifelefs diverfions, might 
fpend their leifure in improving their know- 
ledge, and in converling with the great ftatef- 
men, orators, and philofophers of aqtiquity. 

If learning in general has met with fo little 
encouragement, ftill lefs can be expefted for 
that branch of it, which lies fo far removed 
from the common path, and which the greater 
part of mankind have hitherto confidcred as in- 
capable of yielding either entertainment or in- 
ftruflion ; if pains and want^ be the lot of a 
fcholar, the life of an orientaliib muft certainly 
be attended with pgculiar hardihips. Gentius, 
who publifhed a beautiful Perfian work called 
‘The Bed of Rofes, with an ufeful but inelegant 
tranflation, lived obfcurely in Holland, and died 
in mifery. Hyde, who might have contributed 
greatly fowards the«progrefs of e aftern learning, 
formed a number of expenfive projefts with 
that view, .but had not the fapport and'affift- 
ance which they deiprved and required. The 
labours of Mcninlki immortalized and ruined 
him : his didlionary of the Afiatick language^ 
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is, perhaps, the moft laborious compilation that 
was ever undertaken by anylingle man; but he 
complains in his preface that his patrimony was 
exhaufted by the great cxpence of employing 
and fupporting a number of writers and print- 
ers, and of raifing a new prefs for the oriental 
chaiafters. M. d’Herbelot, indeed, received 
the moft fplendid reward of his induftry: he 
was invited to Italy by Ferdinand 11. duke of 
Tufeany, who entertained him with that ftrik- 
ing munificence which always diftinguiftied the 
race of the Medici: after the death of Ferdi- 
nand, the illuftrious Colbert recalled him to 
Paris, where he enjoyed the fruits of his labour, 
and fpent the remainder of his days in an ho- 
nourable and eafy retirement. But this is a 
rare example: the other princes of Europe 
have not imitated the duke of Tufeany; and 
Chriftian VII. was relerved to be the protestor 
of the eaftern mufes in the prefent age. 

Since the literature of Afia was fo much ne- 
glefted, and the caufes of that negleft were fo 
various, wc could not have expelled that any 
flight power jeould rouze "the nations of Eu- 
rope from their inattention to it; and they 
wouldj perhaps', have perfifted in defpifing it, if 
they had not been animated by the moft power- 
ful incentive that can influence the mind of 
man : intereft was the magick wand which 
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brought them all within one clrclft} intercft 
was the charm* which gave the languages of 
the Eaft a real and folid importance. By one 
of thofe revolutions, which no human prudence 
could have fofefeen, the Perlian language found 
its way into India ; th%t rich and celabrated em- 
.pire, which, by the flourilhing date of our 
commerce, has been the fource of incredible 
wealth to the merchants of Europe. A variety 
of caufes, which need not be mentioned here, 
gave the Englifli nation a moll extefifive power 
in that kingdom: our India company began to 
take under their proteftion the princes of the 
country, by whofe protedlion they gained their 
£rll fettlement; a number of important affairs 
were to be tranfaded in peac^ end war between 
nations equally jealous of one another, who had 
not the common inftrument of conveying their 
fentiments ; the fervants of the company re- 
ceived letters whidh they could not read, and 
were ambitious of gaining titles of which they 
could not comprehend the mining; it was 
found highly dangerous to employ the natives 
as interpreters, upon whofe fidelity they could 
not depend; and it was at laft difise-^red, that 
they mull apply themfelves to .the ftudy of the 
Perfian lailguage, in which al^’thg letters fiom 
the Indian princes wfere written. A few men 
of parts and tafte, who refided in Bengal, have 
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fince amafed themfelves with the literature of 

• • 

the Eaft, and have fpent their leifurc in reading 
the poems and hiftories of ^erfiaj but they 
found a reafon in every page to regret their 
ignorance of the Arabick langfiagej without 
which their knowledge I'nuft be very circum- 
fcribed arid imperfedt. The languages of Afia 
will now, perhaps, be Itudied with uncommon 
ardour; they are known to be ufeful, and will 
foon be found inftrudtive and entertainirig; the 
valuable manufcripts that enrich our publick 
libraries will be in a few years elegantly printed; 
the manners and fentiments of the eaftern na- 
tions will be perfedtly known ; and the limits of 
our knowledge will be no lefs extended than 
the bounds of our etnpire. 

It was with a view to facilitate the progrefs 
of this branch of literature, that I reduced to 
order the following inftrudtions for the Perlian 
language, which I had collcdled feveral years 
ago; but I would not prefent my grammar to 
the publick till I had conhderably enlarged and 
improved' it: I have, therefore, endeavoured to 
lay down the cleareft and moft accurate rules, 
which I' Esve illuftrated by fcledt examples 
from the moft elegant writers ; I have carefully 
compared my work with every compofition of 
the lame nature that has' fallen into my hands j 
and though on fo general a fubjed 1 muft have 
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made feveral obfervatbiis which are cpmmon to 
all, yet I flatter, myfelf that my own remarks, 
the difpofition olf the whole book, and the paf- 
fages quoted in it, will fuffiiiently diftinguifh it 
as an original* ^rodudtion. Though I am not 
confcious that there ‘are any effential miftakes 
, or omiffions in it, yet I am fenfible that it falls 
very fhort of perfeClioft, which feems to with- 
draw itfelf from the purfuit of mortals, in pro- 
portiorf to their endeavours of attaining it ; like 
the talifman in the Arabian tales, which a bird 
carried from tree to tree as often as its purfuer 
approached it. But it has been my chief care 
to avoid all the harfh and affeded terms of art 
which render moft didadick works fo tedious 
and unpleafant, and which, only perplex the 
learner, without giving him any real knowledge : 
1 have even refrained from making any enqui- 
ries into general grammar, or frprn entering into 
thofe fubjeds which have already been fo ele- 
gantly difculTed by the moft judicious philoso- 
pher*, the moft learned divine -(*, and the moft 
laborious fchblar of the prefent agej* 

It was my firft delign to prefix to the gram- 
mar a hiftory of the* Perfian langu^ig'i.from the 


* See Hermes. 

t A fliort Introduftion to Engl’fli GrarRmaf. 

} The grammar prefixed to itic D.(tUouary of the Englifh LauN 
guage. 
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time of Xenophon to our days, ihd to have 
added a copious praxis of tales and poems ex- 
traded from the cladical writers of Perfia ; but 
as thofe additions would have delayed the pub- 
lication of the grammar, which v^as principally 
wanted, I thought it advifeble to referve them 
for a feparate volume, which the publick may , 
exped in the courfe of ‘the enfujng winter. I 
have made a large colledion of materials for a 
general hiftory of Aha, and for an account of 
the geography, philofophy, and literature of the 
caftern nations, all which I propofe to arrange 
in order, if my more folid and more important 
ftudies will allow me any intervals of leifure*. 

I cannot forbear acknowledging in this place 
the fignal marks .. of kindnefs and attention, 
which I have received from many learned and 
noble perfons; bat General Carnac has obliged 
me the moft fepfibly of them, by fupplying me 
with a valuable colledion' of Perfian manu- 
feripts on every branch of caftern learning, 
from which many of the beft examples in the 
following' grammar are extraded. A very 
learned Profeflor f at Oxford has promoted my 
frudies wit V 'chat candour and benevolence 

*^See the Hijiory of tlie Verfan Language, a Defeription of JJia, 
and a Short liijlory of 'Perfia, publiflied with my Life of Nader 
Shah in the year 1773. 

f Dr. Hunt. 
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which To ecnuimtly di^i^guilh him^ many 

excellent men that ^e the principal onuuments 
of that univerfity have conferred the hi^ell 
favours on me, of which I ihall ever retain a 
grateful ferffe: hyt 1 take a lingular pleafure in 
confeffing that 1 am indebted to i foreign no- 
bleman * for the little knowledge which t have 
happened to acquire of* the Perlian language; 
and that my zeal for the poetry and philology 
of the Xliaticks was owing to his converfation, 
and to the agreeable correfpondence with which 
he Hill honours me. 

Before I conclude this Preface it will be pro- 
per to add a few remarks upon the method of 
learning the Perlian language, and upon the ad- 
vantages which the learner may’expeft from itk 
When’the ftudent can read the charafters with 
fluency, and has learned the true pronunciation 
of every letter from the mouth of a native, let 
him perule the grammar with attention, and 
commit to memory the regular inflexions of the 
nouns and verbs: he needs not bufden his tnind 
with thofe that deviate from the common form, 
as they will be infenfibly learned in a lliort 
courfe of reading. By this time h'c'v.iil find a 
dictionary necelTary, and I hope hf will bejieve 
me, when I'aflerffrom a long experience, that. 


* Baron Revisei, 
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whoever poflefles the admirable work of Mt- 
nitifkij^ili have no cxlcafion for any other ' ■ - 
tionary of 'the IJerfian tongue. He mav p; - 
Ceed the help of this work to analyfe th 
paflages quoted in the grammar, and to examine 
in what manner they illuftrate the rules; in the 
mean time he muft not negledl to converfe with 
his living inftrudtorv and to learn from him the 
phrafes of common difeourfe, and the names of 
vifible objedts, which he will foon imprint on 
his memory,' if he will take the trouble to look 
for them in the didionary: and here I muft 
caution him againft condemning a work as de- 
fedive, becaufe he cannot find in it every word 
which he hears ; for founds in general are caught 
imperfedly by the ear, and many words are 
fpelled and pronounced very differently. 

The firft book that I would recommend to 
him is the Ouliftan or Bed of Rofes, a work 
which is highly efteemed in the Eaft, and of 
which there arc feveral tranflations in the lan- 
guages pf Europe : the manuferipts of this book 
are very common ; and by comparing them with 
the printed edition of Gentius, he will foon 
learn t^tieautiful flowing hand ufed in Perfia, 
which confifts of bold ftrokes and flourifhes, 
and cannot be''imitated by our types. It will 
then be a proper time for tim to read fome 
ftiort and eafy chapter in .his work, and to 
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tra^ilate it into his native language with the 
utmoft exa<ftnefs ( let him then lay afide the 
original, and after a proper interval let him turn 
the fame chajjtcr back into Perlian by the af- 
fiftance of the grammar and di£tionaryj let hini 
afterwards compare his fecond tranllation with 
the original, and correft its faults according to 
that model. This is the •exercife sfo often re- 
.commeqded by the old rhetoricians, by which 
a ftudent will gradually, acquire the^ ftyle and 
mianner of any author, whom he defires to imi- 
tate, and by which almoft any language maybe 
learned in fix months with eafe and pleafure. 
When he can exprefs his fentiments in Perfian 
with tolerable facility, I would advife him to 
read fome elegant hiftory or ^oem with an in- 
telligent native, who will explain to him in 
common words the refined expreliions that oc- 
cur in reading, and will point oiit the beauties 
of learned allufions and local images. The 
moft excellent book in the language is, in my 
opinion, the coUeiSlion of tales and fables called 
Awoab Sobeilihy Vacz, furnamed Caftiefi, 
who took'the celebrated work ol’Bidpai or Pil- 
pay for his text, and has comprifed all .the wif- 
dom of the eaftern nations in fourteen beautiful 
chapters. At fome leifure hoiir he may defire 
his Munflii or writer to tranfcribe a fedtion from 
the Guliftan, or a fable of Cafliefi, in the com- 
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mOn broken hand ufed in India, which he will 
learn perfeftly in a few days by comparing all 
its turns and confe^aftions with the more regular 
hands of the Arabs and Perfian^: he muft not 
be difeouraged by the difficulty of reading the 
Indian letters, for the charaders are in reality 
the fame with thofc ,in which our books are 
printed, ind are orlly rendered difficult by the 
frequent omiffion of the diacritical points, and 
the want, of regularity in the pofition of the 
words: but we all know that we are often at a 
lofs to read letters which we receive in our na- 
tive tongue ; and it has been proved that a man 
who has a perfect knowledge of any language, 
may, with a proper attention, decypher a letter 
in that idiom, though it be written in characters 
which he has never feen before, and of which 
he has no alphabet. 

In Abort, I am perfuad^d, that whoever will 
ftudy the Perfian language according to my 
plan, will in lefs than a year be able to tranflate 
and to anfwer any letter from an Indian prince, 
and to converfe with the natives of India, not 
only wiffi J bency, but with elegance. But if 
he delires to diilinguifh himfelf as an eminent 
tranllator, and to underfland not oply the gene- 
ral purport of a coiqpofition, but even the 
graces and ornaments of it, he muft necellarily 
learn the Arabick tongue, w'hich is blended 
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wi^h the Perfian in fo Angular a manner, that 
one period often contains both languages, wholly 
diftindt from each other in cxpreffion and idiom, 
but perfedly ignited tin fenfe and conftrudiion. 
This muft appear ftrange to an European reader; 
but he may fijrm fortie idea of this uncommon 
mixture, when he i§ told that the two Afiatick 
languages are not always mixed like the words 
.of Ronian and Saxon origin in this period, 
“ The true law is right*reafon, confprmable to 
“ the nature of things ; which calls us to duty 
« by commanding, deters us from fin by for- 
“ bidding* but as we may fuppofe the Latin 
and Englifh to be conncifled in the following 
fentence, “ T^be true lex is redla ratio, conform- 
“ able naturae, 'wbicb by commanding vocet ad 
officium, by forbidding a fraude deterreat.” 

A knowledge of thele two languages will bo 
attended with a variety of advantages to thofe 
who acquire it; the Hebrew, Chaldaick, Sy- 
riack, and Eihiopean tongues are dialeds of the 
Arabick, and bear as near a relemblanjc:e tp it as 
the lonick to the Attick Greek ; the jargon of 
Indoftan,*very improperly called’ the language 
of the Moors, contains fo great a number of 
Perfian words, that 1 was able feith very little 


* See Middleton’s fjk of Cicero, vol. III. p. 351. 
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difficulty to read the febfes of Pilpai which <arc 
tranflated into that idiom;* the Turkifli contains 
ten Arabiclc or Petiian words for one originally 
Scythian, by which it has- been /o refined, that 
the modem kings of Petfia were fond of fpeak- 
ing it in their courts; in Ihort, there is fcarce a 
country in Afia or Africa; from the fource of 
the Nile to the wall* of China, in which a man 
■who underftands Arabick, Pe^fian, and Xurkiih, 
may not travel with fatisfadion, or tranfad the 
moft important affkirs with advantage and fe- 
curity. 

As to the literature of Afia, it will not, per- 
haps, be eflentially ufeful to the greater part of 
mankind, who have neither leifure nor inclina- 
tion to cultivate fo extenfive a branch of learn- 

\ 

ing ; Tjut the civil and natural hiftory of fuch 
mighfy empires as India, Perfia, Arabia, and 
Tartary, cannot fail of delighting thofe who 
love to view the great pidure of the univerfe, 
,.or to learn by what degrees the moft obfeure 
ftates have rifcn to glory, and tht; moft flourilh- 
ing kingdoms have funk to decay; the philofo- 
pher will -c onfider thoftf works as highly va- 
luable, by which he may trace the human mind 
in all. its various appearances, from the rudeft to 
the moft cultivated ftate : and the man of taftci 
will undpubtedly be pleafed t(^ unlock the floras 
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of jiative genius, and .to. gather the flowers of 
unreftrained and lyxuriant fancy* 

* My profellional ftiidies having wholly engaged my attention, 
and induced me^not oily to aHhndon oriental literature, but even to 
efface, as far as poffible,*the very^ traces of it from my m* mory, I 
committed the con(iu6l and rev? 4 fal of this edition of d^y Grammar, 
agd the compofition of the Index to Mr. Fichardfon, in wiiofe fkill 
I have a perfe(^V confiderjce* atn> from whofe applicatu n to the 
eaftern languages, I have hopes that tHb learned world will reap no 
fmall advantage. 
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GRAMMAR 


PERSIAN LANGUAGE. 


OF LETTERS. 

The learner is fuppofed to be acquainted 
with the common terms of grammar, and to 
know that the Perfians write their charadlers 
from the right hand to the left. 

There are thirty-two Pcrfian letters. 



IV. 

in. 

II. 

I. 


, Finals. 

INIT1AJ.S and Medials. 


Cpnnefted. 

Umcodieded. 

Cotmeded. 

Uncoonedled. 

Alif. 

1 

1 

t. 

'1 . A. 

Ba. 


4 

V 

• 

•*A • 

# 

- j 'B. 

P^. 


« 

A 

i P- 

Ta. 



• • 

A 

> T 



A GRAMMAR OF THE 


1S6 



IV. 

III. 

II. 

I. 




Finals. 

• / 

Initials and Medials/ 


Connefled. Unconne^lad. , Conne^^ed. 

Unconnected. 

Sa. 

r' 


X 

i* 

s. 

Jim. 

t 


• ' « 

- , ; , ^ 

• 

J- 

Qiim. 

« 

' ^ 


Ch. 

Hha. 


VI. 

. * ■* . 


Hh! 


t 




Kha. 


* 


ok 

Kh. 


c 

Z 


• 


Dal. 

0^ 

o 

tX 

o 

D. 

Zal. 


<A 


6 

Z. 

Ra. 





R. 

Za. 



m « 

<^7 


Z. 

Zha. 

J 

J 

J 

J 

Zh. 

Sin. 

u** 

' 'U" 


M 

s. 

Shin. 




\K • 

Sh. 

Sfad. 


. ■ 

aj2 


Sf. 

Zzad. . 


• 

/yd 


Zz. 

Ta. 

L 

L 

'ia 

L 

T. 

Zza. 

ii 

id 

Jd 

Id 

Zz. 

Ain. 

.6 

• e 

A 

• 

£ 

A. 

Gain. 

e 

. t 

% 

X 


G. 

Fa. 

♦ 


• A 

• 

? 

F. 

Kaf. 

viJi 


X 

i’ 

K. 

Caf. LCoT 


X^=s ^ 

K. 

Gaf. elTLX” 

Jo"' 

** 

G. 

Lam. 

(S' 

J 

JL 

J 

L. 
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IV. III.. . II. I. 

Finals. . Initials and Medials. 

Connected. UnconncftecL Connected. Unconneifted. 


Mira. 


• r 



M, 

Nun. 


• o 

X 

i 

N. 

Vau. 

J 

j'- 


i 

V. 

Ha. 

& 

. 

* 

ifc 

‘H. 

Ya. 



A 

j 

Y. 

Lara-alif .51 
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The fecond and fourth columns of thcfe fet- 
ters from the right hand ar^ ufed only when 
they are connedlcd with a preceding letter j as 

Mohammed. Every letter , Ihou Id be 
conneded with that which follows it, except 
thefe feven ; I alif, dal, G zal, ra, ^ zd,Jj 
zha* and j vau, which ace never joined to the 
following letter, as ‘Will appear from the words 
ft berk a leaf, daveri a dommion. 

Though the perfedt pronunciation of thefe 
letters can be learned only from the mouth of a 
Perlian or an Indian, yet it will be proper to add 
a few obfervations upon the moft remarkable of 
them. 


OF CONSONANTS. 

It will be needlefs to fay much of the three 
firft confonants cjcjcj fince their found is 
exactly the fame as our b, p, and t, in the words 
bar, peer, and t6o, which would be written in 
Perfian^b and fi. 


This letter, which the Arabs pronounce like 
a th. has in , Perlian the fame found with a 
or s, as Abu Leis, a' proper nanae. It 

might, therefore, have been rtjedted from the 
Perlian alphabet without any inconvenience? 
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bu^il is ufeful in fhowing the 6rigin of wotds, 
as it is feldom, or never, uied in any that ar4 
not Arahick. The fame may be obferved of 
the following .lettcas, ^ L L* ^ ^ 

which rarely ocdur in words originally Perfia^. 

The firft of thefe letters anfwers to our foft 
'g in ge/)t, which a Perfian would write ^ or to 

our ; in Jarj\s^: the fecond of then! ^ founds 
exadly like our in the words chrrjr, cheek', 
as Chirkes Circajjia. 


z 

^ is a very ftrong afpirate* and may be ex- 

prelled in our charaders by a double h, as Ju. 
hhal a condition. 


t 

^ is formed in the throat, and has a found 
C 

like the German ch ; but the Perfians pronounce 
it lefs harfhly than ihe Arabs, and give it the 
found of c before a, o, or u in the Ti^fcan dia- 
led:, as imI;L chan a lord, whifch a Florentine 
would pronounce like can. This i^ the word Vo 
varioufly and fo erroncoufly written by the Eu- 
ropeans. The fovereign lord of Tartary is. 
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neither the ci>am, as oor tmvellers call him, aior 
she I)an, as Voltaire will have it, but the 
khan, or can, with an alpirate on the firft letter. 

anfwcrs exadtiy to our d in deer 

This letter, which the Arabs pronounce dh, 
has in Perfian the found of j z, and is often 
confounded with it; thus they write 
and guzelhten to pafs: It is feldom 

ufed but in Arabick wordsj though it fometimes 
occurs in words purely Perfian, as 
Azarbijan the province of Media, fo called from 
azar, an old word for fire, becaufe the 
adorers of lire, if we believe the Aliatick hif- 
torians, firft built their temples in that province. 

J 

and the three liquids t3 j* O pronounced 
fexa«ftly like our r, /, m, n; as ^iji aram rejl^ 
jJ J laleh a tulip, ^Lo mar a fierpent, nan 
bread. But before a cy has the found of m, 
as kumbed a tovser, .jfis. amber amber- 

grist 

J 

J has- the found of our hlehzkra 

bed of tulips. 
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Thi^ letter has the found of our f in the 
worfs plenfure, treqfure\ and correfponds pre- 
cJfely with thafoft g of the French in gens, or 
their j in jour, ^t may be exprefled in our cha- 
racters by zb, as ^JfJ’zhalch dew, for it has the 
fame relation to z vuhich Jb has to s. 


and 


and are oar s anJ jb, as gU) j-aIkw Se- 
lim iliah bmg Selim. 


ia io 


Thefe four letters are pronounced by the 
Arabs in a manner peculiar to themfelves; but 
in Perlian ,thcy arc confounded with other let- 
ters. (jc? differs little from qm as Sad- 

dar tbe name o f a Perjlan book ; and L has’nearly 
the fame found with kd as otr ejfence ; a 

word often ufed in Englifo, fince our connexion 
wiih India, to denote the precious perfume 
called otter of refes. The word is Arabick, as 
the letters ^ and la fiifhcicnrly prove. and 

la differ very little fromj; but they 3re pro- 
nounced more forcibly, and m^.be exprefled 
by zz,.as ^ Nezzami thi name of a poeft'. 


' jdo:.. Khezzar tbe name of a prophet in the 


eajlern romances. 
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Thefe two letters am eiaromely harih in the 
pronunciation of the Arabs. The found of 
iays Meninflci, ejl vox vituli matrem vocantisi 
but in Perfian it is a fort of vowel, and anfwers 
generally to our broad <*, as 4-^ Arab the Ara- 
bians-, ain a fountain. Sometimes it has a 
found like our o, as in the word before-men- 
tioned, ^as. otr perfume. As to £ it is com- 
monly pronounced in Perlia like our hard gh in 
the word ghofi, as -rXc gholam a boy, a fervunt. 


has the found of fia fall, as Jli an omen. 
and 

v»_? is another har£h Arabick letter, but in 
Perfian it is often confounded with which 
has the found of our k, as Kerman the 

province of Carfnania-, Kaf a fabulous moun- 

tain in the Oriental tales. 

When has three points above it, the Per- 
fians give it the found of g in the word gay, as 
guliftan a bed of rofes-, but theie points 
are very feldom written in the Perfian manu- 
feripts j fo that the diftindion between k 



PERSIAN LANGUAGE. 193 

and eT ” g can be learned only by ufe: thus they 
offen write rofe-watert aud pronounce it 

gulab. 

‘Jr^ 

See the remark. on_^ Thefe letters’ are the li- 
quids /, «, r. 


5 is a flight afpiratioo, and is offen redun- 
dant, as behkr the fpring, which is pro- 
nounced almoft like bear; Herat a dty in 

the province of Corafan^ which the Greeks call 
Aria: a therefore is the b of the French in 
honnete, whence came our bonef without an as- 
piration. ^t the end of a word it frequently 
founds like a vowel, as ke;, which has the 
fame fenie and pronunciation as the Italian cbe 
which. 


OP VOWELS. 

% 

The long •vowels are I j and* may be 

pronounced as </, o, ee^ in the wprds callt JtoUt 
feed-, as khan a lord, jyjl ora to hm,j^ 
neez alfo\ but the fhort vowels are expfeflTed by 
fmall marks,’two ®f which are gfacQd above the 

letter, and one below it, as as ba or be, 

J 

be or bi, cj bo or bu ; thus, 

VOL. III. 6 



A GRAMMAR €>F THfi 


19 * 


f^’-e J<3 <^I C:a>mcXj IdJ 

<t ^ n H \ 'T \f ^ j 


Egher dn turki Shirazi bedefft arcd dili mara 
Bekhali hindaifh bakflicm Samarcand u Bok- 
barara. 


The mark placed above a confonant fhows 

^ " 

that the fyllable ends with it, as Sa- 

mar-can-di a native of" Samarcand \ the firfl: of 
which fyllablcs is fhort, the fecond and third 
long by pofition, and the laft long by nature : 
but this belongs to the profody. Thefc fliort 
vowels are very feldom written in the Perlian 
books i and the other orthographical marks are 
likewife ufuall’'^ fupprefled except Mcdda 
Hamza *, and Telhdid " j the two fir ft of which 
are moft common. 

Medda above an I gives it a very broad found, 
as aun : Hamza fupplies the place of in 

words that end in g; it therefore fometimes re- 

£ 

prclents the article, as a.«IJ namei a book, or 
denotes the former of two fubftantives, as 

AsU n^fei mblhk a bag of mujk ; or, laftly, it 
marks the ’ feettnd perfon fingular in the com- 
pound preterite of a verb, as d^dei, which 
‘ would regularly be d4deh i thou 
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ghejt. Teflidid fliews a confonant to be doubled, 
as ^Ja turreh a lock of hair. 

The otniffion of the Ihort vowels will at firfl: 
perplex the ftudent ; fince many words that are 
compounded of the fame confonants,*have dif- 
ferent fenfes according to the difference of the 
vowels omitted.: bul until he has learned the 
exad: pronunciation of every word from a na- 
tive, he *may give every fhort vowel a kind of 
obfcure found very coiumon in Englifh, as in 
the words fun^ bird, mother, which a Mahome- 
tan would write without any vowel, fn, brd, 
mthr i thus the Perlian word Oo bd may be 
pronounced.like our bud. 

Vau j and Ya are oftMi'ufcd as confb- 

nants, "like bur v and^; thus, oL? Van town 
in Armenia j j uvan juvenis, giovane, young; 

t 

Yemen, that province of Arabia which we 
call the happy, Khodayar, a proper 

name fignifying the friend of God. j before I 
often lofes its found, as (^1^ kh^n a table. 

I would not advife the learner to ftudy the 
parts of fpeech until* he can read thtf.Perfian 
charaiters with tolerable fluency; which he will 
foon be able to do, if he will fp^'nd a few hbuigs 
in writing a page or two of Perlian in Englifh 
letters, and reftoring them after a fhort interval 
to their proper charaders by the help^ of the al- * 
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phabet. I fhall clofc' this fc£kion with a pifecc 
of Perfian poetry written hoth in the Afiatick 
and European charaders: it is an ode by the 
poet Hafiz, the firft couplet of .which has been 
already quoted; and a tranfiation of it (hall be 
inlerted in its proper place. 

Bedeh fakec mei bakee ke der jennet nek- 
hahi yaft, 

Kunari abi rucnabad va gulgh(heti mufellara. 

/ i 

b^. 

Fugan kei'n lulian (hokhi Ihiringari (hehra- 
(hob • 

Chunan berdendi fabr az dil ke turkan khani 
yagm&ra. > 

♦ i w /^«~ 

]a::L^ 

b^J 
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iZe e/hki natemami lAa yari muilag- 

nift 

Bedb u reng u khdl u kbatt che hajet ruyi 
zibara. 

i 


)b j y> j j\ •c.otX^ 

i;Uv* 


Hadi's az mutreb u mei gu va razi dehri 
kcmter ju 

Ke kes neklhud u nekfhaied behikmet ein 
moammara. 


^iJUkuIO • 

b'^j aT 


Men az ^n hufni ruzafzun ke yufgf dafhti 
daneAam 

Ke eihk ez perdei ifmet berun ared zuleik- 
ha*ra. 


cX^I<3 

j_^UIO yM <Aaj 



AimmmAmmm 


toad 

Jaf&aidi feAdet oaeodi peiacU pdorhdanln 

*Vi vTiif 

by^y^ jaj vi^ 

Bedem gufti va khurfenBcm afak alia neku- 
Juyabi telkhi mizeibfed lebi Mli Ihekerkh^u. 

ksls:. U!^ 

oiic ‘wiCu jjUji jj js ^ 

Gaze! gufti ^a durr fuftj bed va khofh bnk- 
bdn Hafiz 

Ke ber n&ztni 0 aflbdned felek ikdi furiara, 

. In tins fpechuen of Pdrfiw writing the learn^ 

fit will ob&rvo a fisw cpmbinatibas of letters, 
be mii0 by no meant fergetj as Hfe- 
compounded of / and 1 ii, in the word 

mil^s, but the moft ufual combinations 
Me fimsfed wi4a ^ which “Have the fin, 

jgular property ofoiufing all the preceding kt- 
11^ tfTiife ebmrelbe^II^ # nakch^, 



that ^Kj!4e ^ m an| i^e|. 

The 4nbick dij»ra4w»,ljlS5» .tho^ of ^ 
Ewropean^ aiK prittcn ift^^vari^ttyx^ 
haods; hptjdbe iiu>fticoixui)«it of tlma ^ 


^_^:si:*^ MUkhi» di^ vJiJb«;» T^h> or Aangoij^ 
2nd the 4iXtmJ<&b ^ckeA^ or brttken* Oolk 
■ hooks arc printed in Ni^thi IMnd, «nd a]4 
Arabick HMtouieripls, 1$ well as moft Perihu^ 
and Turkilh hidories, a're written in it; but the 
Pcrfians write their poetical works in the Ti- 
lik, which anfwers to the moft ele^uit of, opr 
Italick hands. As to the Shelcefteh', it is verjr 
irregular ^d inelegant, and is cHiefty uied bj[ 
the idle Iqdhins, who will not take time to form 
their letters per&dly, or even to loleit thfulk* 
critical points ; but this hand, however di%;ult 
and barbarous, muft be learned b^ alt men of 
buftnefs in India, as the letters from the princes 
of the country arc ^klom written in^ny pth|| 
manner. A fpecimen of diefe difthc^ fhr<9f 
of writing is engraved* and inH^ted af 
of this Gjratnmar, 


OF N017N9) AND FIRST, pF 

Tub reader will fora perceive with ph^re 
a great refemhtapetri^lMrtwcen the FerW an4 


Uagtti^ in die i&ci%r and 
of their form end c<»lihra<^cjn<t the former, as 
well as the latter, Juu no difitrence 4 ^ termioa* 
don to mark tl» gender, ^ther in fhhftantires 
or edjc^vest ell inanimate things are neuter, 
end aiunu^ of diUhrent fexes eithtt Iteve dif- 
ferent names, puftir a d^.^^^i^U/^keneesf 
egtir/, ^ are diftinguUhed by t)!^ words ^ ner 
moUf and b6 U mad^ fmak\ as ^ iheeri 
t)(sf a Uon^ B(>U iheeri tnadd a Hmefs. 

SpmetimeSf indeed, a word is made feminioe, 
efbr the manner of the Arabians, by having p 
added to it, as maihuk a friend, ami- 

cus, dSjJUx^t manuka a mijtrefs, arnica, as in 
this v^e ; 


Flowers are in my bofom, wine in my hand; 
and my mlArefs yields to deiire. 


Bit in general, whmi the Pedians adopt an 
Arabkk noun of die feminine '^gender, they 
make it neuter, and ehange the final into o j 
thus AySJ nimet a benefit is written c:>VyX}: and 
dbaoft all the Perlian nouns ending in o, which 
anp Tery.m}c^ns, are boirowed from the 
AmlfB, 
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0? CASES. 

The Per&m fubftantives, Jike ours, have but 
one variation of caip, which is formed bjr add* 
ing die fyllabU ]j to the nominative iit both 
numbers; and anf'wers often to the ‘dative, iHit 
generally to the accufotive cafe in other hm* 
guages; as. 

Nominative, pufer a child. 

Dative and Acc. puferra to a child 

or the child. 


When the accufativc is ufcd indefinitely, the 
lyllable is omitted, as tj-^ul chiden 

to gather a flower ^ that is, any flower', but when 
the noun Is definite or Ijmit^d, that fyllable is 
added to it, as gathered 


the flower, that is, the particular flower. ^ There 
is no genitive cafe in Perfian,.but when two 
fubftantives of different meanings come toge^. 
thcr, a kefra or fliort e (,) is added in reading 
to the former of them, and thc^ latter remains 
unaltered, the mujk ofl Tartary^ 


which muft be rc^ mufhke *Jthoten. The 
fame rule muft be obferved before a pronoun 
pofleftive ; as <hild: 

and before an adjeftive; a^ tirtxjb ^ * 

diemfhire tabnak a bright feymiiar. If the firft 
word ends in I or^.the letter ^^,is affixed t5 
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itj as LmU pafha a bajbh, 

Moufel the bajha of Moufel. ' mivaha 

-v ■* 

fruits^ (^Ulb^ mivahai fhirccn feeet 

fruits:^ if nouns ending in e come before other 
nouns or adjedives, the m'ark Hamza ^ is added 

to them, as cheihmd'i heyvan> 

tie fountain of life. 

The other cafes are expreffed for the moft 
part, as in pur language, by particles placed be- 
fore the nominative, as 


Vocative, (^1 ai pufer 0 child. 

Ablative, az pufer from a child. 

The poets, indeed, often form a vocative cafe 
by adding I to the nominative, as fakia O 
cup-bearer, ihaha 0 king ; thus Sadi ufes 
bulbula as the vocative of cI-Uj bulbul a 
nigbtingak. 


$ 

ySsBij jb ^ iXj 

Brings O nightingale, tJie tidings of fpring; 
leave all unpleafant news to the owl. 


|n feme old compofitions the particle ^ mer 
is prefixed to the aecufa^ve cafe; as jjjf 
mer ora decdem I faw him', but this is either 
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obfolete or ineleg^t» and is Asldm^ i^bd hj tl» 
m*oderns. 

The reader, who has beep afed to the uifle3C> 
ions of European languages, will, perhaps, be 
pleafed to fee an example of Perfian noons, as 
they anfwer to the cafes in Latin : 

Jj^ gul ^ rofa. 

Singular. 

Nom. (JS a rofe, rofe. 

Gen. of a ro/e, rofas. 


Dat, ^ rofe. 

Acc. rofam. 

Voc. jJ^ o r o r 
. O rofe, o rofa. 

Poet. XT . . 
•Abl.* from a rofe, rosi. 


Plural. 
rofes, rolk. 

roiarutn. 
to rofes, rofis. 
the ro/es, rofas, 

(^1 O r^s, 6 rofac. 

from refer, rofis. 

(3-jJU bulbul a nig^ingaU* 
Singular. 

Npm, and Gen. a nigbtingak. 
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Dat. and Acc. to a nigbtingde. 

Voc. (Poet XfJb) O nightingale. 

Abl. Jf'ont a nightingale. 

Plural. 

Nom. and Gen. nightingales. 

Dat. and Acc. ly.)tAJvj tc nightingales. 

Voc. qXJLj 0 nightingales, 

Abl. .A"®** nightingales. 

<J>£a» tX.n" a£=» #OIj 

iySso iasls^ 

"O 

Boy, bring the wine, for the feafon of the rofe 
approaches; let u$ again break our vows 
repentance in the midft of the rofes. 
Hafiz, thou defirefV, like the nightingales, the 
■ prefence of the rofe ; let thy very foul be a 
ranfom for the earth where the keeper of the 
role-garden v^alks t 

1 fhaH .in this manner quote a few Perfian 
couplets, as examples of the principal rules in 
this gramma^: ftith quotations will give fome 
variety to a fubjed naturally barren and un- 
plea&nt; wUl ierve as a fpecimen of the orien- 


O ^ 
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«al ftyle; and will be more eafiljr retained in the 
idemory than rules.deHvered in mere profit. 

OF THE ARTICLE. 

% 

Our article a is fupplied in Perfian by adding 
the letter to a* noun, which reftrains it to 
'the Angular numljer;, as guli a fmgle 

rofei 

JljT 

One morning I went into the garden to gather 
a rofe, when on a hidden the voice of a 
nightirfgale ftruck my ear. 

Withotit this termination gul would 

fignify rofes or flowers collcfti^ely, as 

^ t < * 

Call for wine, and fcatter flowers around. 

When a noun ends in 9 the idea bf uni^ is 

exprefled by the Hamza, “as chefli- 

mei a flngle fountain. 

OF NUMBERS. 

From the two examples in a preceding feftion 
it appears that the Perfian plural is formed by 
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adding 1^1 or Ub to the fingular: but thefe fer'- 
minations are not, as in many languages, tvholly 
arbitrary; on the contrary they are regulated 
with the utmoft precifion. • The names of ani- 
mals form their plural in ^I, as. 


gurk a noolf. 
(.iCUj pelenk a tyger. 

gurkan wolves. 
pclenkan tygers. 


but words which fignify things without life 
make their plurals by the addition of the lylla- 
ble as 


jjb bal a wtng. 
(JofcU*i fahil a Jhore. 
balha wings. 
fahilha Jhores. 


Both thefe plurals occur in the following ele- 
gant diftich. 


l—c tX^IO 


The night is dirk; the fear of the waves opprefs 
us,andthe whirlpool is dreadful! How fhould 
thofe, who bear light burdens on the ihores, 
. know the mifery of our fituation? 
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• There are, however; a few exceptions to 
chife rules: the. names of animals fometimes 
make their plurals in as, well as in as 
ihiitur a^camei, {hiitiirha and (^1 

fliiituran came/s ;^znd on the other fide the 

names of things fometimes have plurals in 
as L--J leb a Up, ^JUJ leban Ups. 

Names of perfons ending in I or j form their 
• plurals . in as Lilti dana a learned man, 

(jjULilti danayan learned men% and thofe that end 
in 5 are made plural by changing the lafi; letter 

into A3j?J peche an infant, 

pechegan infants-, and fometimes by adding 
as a feparate fyllablej thus, ferifhte 

an angel, HjiLy feriflite gin angels. 

If the name of a thing ends in 5, the final 
letter is abforbed in the plural before the fylla- 
ble \J>, as aJLi. khane a hoife, khanha houfes. 

In fome modern Perfian books, as the Life of 
Nader Shah and others, the plural often ends in 
or in cjI-u if the fingular has a fipal 5. 
Singular. 

niiwatzifti a favour. 

AjJj kalat a cajlle. 

Plural. 

ntiwcfziihat favours. 
kalajat cajlles. 
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But thefe muft be confidered as barbarous, and 
arc a proof that the late droa(^l commottoas 
which have rained the empire of the Perfians, 
have begun to deftroy evqn the beautiful fim- 
plicity of their language. 

It muft not be omitted, that the Arabick 
fubftantives frequently have two forts of plurals, 
one formed according to the analogy of the 
Perfian nouns, and another after the irregular 
manner of the Arabians j as aib a vice^ 

aibha and avaib vices ; axIj kalah 

a cajlle^ kalaha and kalaa cqfliesi 

nayib a viceroy, plur. ^\jj navab, which 
our countrymen have mjftaken for the Angular 
number, and fay very improperly a nabob. 
This is one argument out of a great number to 
prove the impoflibiKty of learning the Perfian 
language accurately ^yithout a moderate know- 
ledge of the Arabick; and if the learner will 
follow my advice, he will perufe with attention 
the Arabick grammar of Erpenius* before he 
attempts to tr^flate a Perfian mahufeript. 


* There are two fine editions of this grammar, the firft publiflied 
by the very learned Goliu.**, and the fecond by the late Albert Scbul- 

tens ; both thtfe Oric ntalifts have added a number of Arabick odes 
and elegies, which they have explained in eiicellcnt notes : but thefc 
editions are fcarce, and Mentniki has inferted in his grammar the 
lldiiftance of Erpenlu^ with, many new remarks. 
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OF .ADJECTIVES. 

The Perfian adjectives admit of no varkti(Mi> 
but in the degrees ofeomparifon. The pofitive 
is made comparative by adding to it and fii-. 
perlative by adding as 

• 

khub. faif-, khubter fairer, 

khubterin fairefi. 

Our than after a comparative is exprefJed by 
the prepofitionjf az, as 


Jjj p J' y iSjJ 

The brightnefs of thy face is more fplendid 
than the cheek of day; the Wacknefs of thy 
locks is darker than the hue of night. 


f\ fi' 


OvjajJI^'UjJ y (Sjj j »U 


The moon is bright, but thy face is .brighter 
than it ; the cyprefs is graceful, • but thy 
ihape is more graceful than fhe cyprefs.' 

An adjective is fometimes ufed fubftantively, 
and forms its pU»al like a noun, as 
VOL. in. r 
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hhakiman the wife', if it be a compounded ad** 
jedtive, the fyllables and Sj denoting the 
plural number and the oblique cafe, are placed 
at the end of it, as fahibdil an bo-^ 

nejt maui oblique lycX^Ls fahibdilra; plural 
fahibdilan, obKque fa- 

hibdilanra; as 

The damfels with faces like angels are dejedled 
at the fight of that cheek ; the nymphs with 
the fragrance of jefiamine are filled with 
envy when they view thofe curls. 


OF PRONOUNS. 

The perfonal pronouns are thefe which fol- 
low j 


men f. 

Sing. men 1. 
Plur. Le ma we. 

Obi. 1^ merd me. 
\j\^ mara us. 


jj to Tbou. - 
Sing. jS to fAou. " 

Plur. Ujm ihuma you. or ye. 



ifEmUS LANGUAGE. 


Stl 


Obi. tur^ thee. 

-ihamara you. 


ji o m. 

Sing. jl o be,Jhii or it. 

Plur. ifhan they. 

Obi. \^j\ ora him, her, or it. 
lyUfcjl ilhanra them. 

The poets often ufe.^^Li, for as 




I went, and bruifed their helmets j I disfigufed 
their beautiful faces. 


After a prepofition .j\ is often changed into 
or j or oe, as 

When the king of the world ^owed his face, 
the general kiflefl the ground, and, advanced 
before him. Ferduji. 

Sometimes after the pre^lition />», the 
letter is inferted to prevent the hiatus, as 
bedo for jb bed in it; the fame may be 
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SIS 

obfcrved of bedan f6r b^n ia that, 

bedeen for in this*. 

The pofleffives aire the fame with the per- 
fonals, and are difiingiulhed by being added to 
their fubilartives j as 

Sing. dili meq my, heart. 

^ (Jo dili to 'thy heart. 

(^j or j\ Jo dili o his or her heart. 

Plur. Lo dilhai ma our hearts. 

dilhai ^Wccizyaur hearts. 

Poet, 

dilhai ilhan their hearts. 

Poet. qU* 

They are often exprelTed in the fihgular num> 
ber by thefe final letters ^ em, kzj ct, and yi 
e/h, and after an ) or g by am, at, and 
yi,l afli: but after nouns ending in I elif or^ 
vau the letter ya is inferted before the finals 
^ o yii; as 

dilem my heart. 

oJo diletV^y heart. , 
yiJo dilelh his or her heart. 

^ 'iti the fame manner 'und from the fame motive'the old Romans 
added a d to maay words followed by a vowel \ thus Horace^ if we 
adopt the reading of Muretus^ ufes tiUd for iM, 

Omne crede diem Hh\d Iliuaitle fupremuin. 
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J isuctai. jamei am my robe, 

\ JE * • • 

cjI 43Uel:^ jamei at tby robe, 

(ji»l janaei afh bis or her robe. 
muim my hair. 


mui’t tby hair. 
mui{l\^/V.or her hair. 


In poetry, and fometimes in profe, the oblique 
cafes 6f the perfonal pronouns are alfo expreffed 
by ^ and ^ as 


L5^ J 


Joy be to Shiraz and its charming borders ! O 
hpaveq, preferve it from 3ecay. 


Thefe oblique cafes are joinfed to any^vvordin 
the fentencc which the poet finds convenient; 
thus in the couplet juft quoted the pronoun 
it is added to JljJ j fo in the following diftich, 
ci» the dative of y thou, is placed after the 
conjundion ghcr if. 




Tinge the facred car|)et \yith wine, if the malter 
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of the feaft orders tSee-,' for he that travels Is 
not ignorant of the ways and manners of 
banquet-houfes. < 

Our reciprocal pronouns c^n a>id felf are 
exprelTed in Perfian by the following words, 
which are appHcable to all perfons and fexes; -aS' 

Nom. of (jitiyrk. 

or 

ObL 

thus we may ufe 

'my felf. 

■ ^yL. y tbyfelf. 

jl bis or berfelf 

CyL. Lo ourfelves. 

Cy^ yourfelves. 

CyL qImjI themfclves* . 

♦ I here' ufe Us felf and their fehes inftead of the corrupted 
words UmJ'elf and themfclves; in which ufage 1 am jullified by the 
authority of Sidney^ afnd of other writers ii} the rergn of Eli^beth : 
feljf^ feems to have been originally a noun, and was, perhaps, a fy- 
nonymous word for foul; according to Lorre’s definition of it, 
Se1f \% that confeious thinking thing, which is fetifible or confeiout 
pleafnre and pain, capable of happinefs and paifery if this 
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is alfo joined like the Latin ipfe to every 
pdrfon of a verb, -as. 

Singular.* 
ipfe veni. 
f^^’ipje venijii. 
ipfe venit, 

Plur^. 

^Pfi venimus. 
iAjtX.eT i^f venijlis. 
tXJ4X«T CtjcL ipji venerunt. 

The word feems to be redundant in the 
following beautiful lines of Sadi, 

cMj o’ J/« ^ 

Doft thou know what the early nightingale faid 
to me ? “ What fort of man art thou, that 
“ canft be ignorant of love?” 

( 

When C>yL is ufcd as a pronoun poflefllve, it 
anfwer? to the Grpek eferspos, •and fignifies wy, 
tby, ourt ytur, his or ber^ and tbeiry according to 


obfervation be juft, the Arabs have exa£My the Hme idiom, for^heir 
foul^ anfwers precifcly to ouvfelft as ^ ^ <wJu 




" a boy threw hUfelfm'to a river.". 
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fhe perfon and number oC the principal verb in 
the fentence; as in this couplet of Hafi?y 

VM 

J c-r^ 

I fee no man, either among the nobles or the 
populace, to whom I can truft the fecret of 
my afHi£ted heart. 

The dempnftrative pronouns gfc the fpl>» 
lowing ; 

Sing, this, 

Plur. qUjJ 
or 

. Oblique cafes, I ^1 
I yUj! 
or 

t/jatf 

Sing. ti)at. 

Plur. (^liT 
or IgjT 

Oblique cafes, I JT 

yjT 

or jji^r 

JVh(6n een is prefixed to a noun, fo it to 
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fo^m one word, it is frequently changed into 
im,* as ivaO^ch tc-^nigbt ■, 

tS,^ &^sa 

Peaven! how great is try happinefs this night! 
for this night my*beiOved is come unexpeft- 
edly ! 


and J j^l imruz j* 


This day is a day of mirth, and joy, and the 
** feafl: of fpring ; this day my heart obtains 
its delires, and fortune is favourable.” 


The words and (^Tjl prefixed to prt>nouns 
perfomU change them into poffejfives, and are 
read with a fliort vowel, am to or e% ant to, i. e. 
thine, as 

cXm I tXi***.^ oL# 

• • 

O my moon of Canaan (O Jofeph) the throne 

of Egypt is t/iine. 

The relatives and interrog^fives*are fapplfed 
by the invariable pronouns aj£» ke and che, 
of which the former ufually relates to perfons. 
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Slid the latter to things: rin the oblique cafes of 
thefe pronouns the final - 1 is abforbed befote 
the iyllable \j, as, 

Norn. w6o. 

. ASk which: 

V * 

Obi. whom, 
which. 

and are interrogatives, and are very 

often joined to the verb as who 

is itf Ciowjcfc what is it? 


Oj^j ^ sU b 

aJIcX^sj a£s (^U]SsJ 

O heaven ! whofe precious pearl, and whofe 
ineftiniable jewel is that royal maid, with a 
cheek like the moon, and a forehead like 
Venus ? 


kudam is alfo an interrogative pronoun, as 


, We are fond of wine, wanton, diflblutc, and 
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with rolling eyes ; but is there in this 
city that has not the lame vices? 


Our foever is cxprefled in'Perfian by ^ or 
prefixed lo the relytives, as 

and whofoever. 

and whatfoever. 


OF VERBS. 

• 

The Perfians have adbive and nehter verbs 
like other nations ; but many of their verbs 
have both an active and neuter fenfe, which 
cart be determined only by the conftruflion. 
Thefe verbs have properly but one conjugation, 
and but three changes of tenfoj’the imperative, 
the adrift, and the preterite ; all the other tenfes 
being formed by the help of the particles 
and or of the auxiliary verbs or 

to be, and to be willing. The 

paflive voice is formed by adding the tenfes of 
the verb fubftantive to the ‘participle pre- 
terite of the adlive ; cXi it was read. 

The inflexions of thefe auxiliaries muft; be hgre 
exhibited, and muft: be learned by heart, as they 
will be vefy ufe4ul in forming the compoupd 
tenfes of the adtive verbs. 
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The prefent tenfe' of this verb is irregular, 
but very eafy, and muft bfi carefully remem- 
bered, as it is the model for the variations of 
perfons in all tenfes. 

Indicative Mood, Preient Tcnfe^ 

Sing. 1 am- 

^1 ""thou art, 

OimI he is, 

Plur. ^1 we are. 
cXjI ye are. 

Ool they are. 

This tenfe joined to nouns, pronouns, or ad- 
jeAives often , cpalefces with them, and lofcs 
the initial I eUfj as with pronouns, . 

. Sing. ego fum. 

tu es. 
y il/e eji, 

Plur, nos fumus. 

Vos ejiis. 
illifunt. 

r 

With adje'3:ives, 

/a/w 

thou art glad. 
giwwOUi be is glad. 
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^tiU» we are gif it 
c)u(AUi you are glad. 

OJ«AIim they are glad. 

The negatives* are ;^rmcd by prefixing aJ or 
as ^1 Ai / am not, §Sc. but Civw! Ai is com- 
monly written t&ere is not, as 

a/ V. 

•4 

“ The path of love is a path to which there is 
“ ho end, in which there is no remedy for 
** lovers, but to give up their fouls.” Hafiz. 


Second i*refent from the defedive 
Sing. . I am. 

thou art. 
be is. 

Plur. we are. 

you are. 
cXiiuwii tfiey are. 

Preterite. 

Sing. 'I 

Ciy he was. 



act 


A GRABIMAS^ WTHE 


Plur. fist ipere. 

you •mere, 
they •were. 

Preterite Imperfciil:. 

Compound Preterite. 

Sing. *1 iCijj I have been. 

• t 

.(S\ or thou haji been. 

OumI he has been. 

Plur. S(^ •we heme been. 
cXjI st^ you heme been. 

OJl they have been. 

< 

Preterpluperfeft. ' 

Sing, st^ I had been. 

^Csy thou hadst been.,, 
adit tCiy he had been. 

Plur. 'Vise had been. 

' OucXm you had been. 

Ou\Xjm vCSy they had been . , 

. Future. 

Sing, ^ 

'thou •wilt be. 

Cy he •will be. 
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Plur- will be. 

O>^\j!^you will be. 
<3^ they will be. 


Imperative. 

• • 

Sing, (jib or^ be thou. 

cXiib or «3b let him be. 

• • • • 

Plur. ^.^b let us be. 

Oi^b be ye. 
cXAiib let them be. 


Subjundlive or Aorift. 
Sing, ^b or ^ I be. 

(^^^b or thou beest. 

<J«iib or he be. 

Plur. ^^b or we be I 

cXj^b or you be. 

cXLib or cX^ they be. 

Potential. 


Sing. I would be. 

iS*\yJ thou wouldst be. 
he would be. 

Plur.*(^^y>c^ “ZQ? would be. 

you would be. 
they would be. ' 

Future Subj unlive. 
Sing, ^b I Jhall have been 
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been, 

cXMib he JhallJutve been, 

Plur. ^^b we jhall have been, 

you' Jhall have been. 
tXi>ib e<^j they Jhall have been. 
lofinitiVe. 

Prefent, ^>7 eontradlion to be. 

Preterite, to have been. 

Participles. 

Lib being. ^ been, 

to be, 

ufed in forming the Paflive Voice. 

Indicative Prelent. 

Sing. ^ b ant. 

C (,.,,^ 5 ^ thou aft., , 

^ he is, 

Plur. tire. 

Osj^ you are. 

OsJ^ they are. 

Preterite. 

Sing. I was. 

<S^ thou wast. 
he was. 

PluF. we were. ‘ 

OacX>l you were. 
cXi<.X)^ they were. 
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Preterite. IiAperfed. 

Compound Pretorite. 

Sing. J stXiig I Save been. 

C^I gO^ or.gcXii hast been, 
he has been. 

Plur. ^1 gOuM vOe hhvebeen. 

tXjl gtXi you have been. 

* tXil gcXi^ they 


Preterpl uperfeft. 

Sing, gcXM / had been. 

gtX.i. been. 

gtXiii he had been. 

Plur. gcXi TOf had beep. 

c>y (3^ gOuM had been. 
OJ<2^^ gcXiiM they had been. 

Future. 

Sing. cX4. ^ 

cX*. thou wilt be, 

he will be. 

Plur. tXi we will be.^ 

cXm fX^\^L.you will be. 
cXA they will be. 

rmperative. 

Sing.^^ be thou. 


let him be. 


VOL. HI. 
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Plur. ^^let'usie. 

(Xi^ be ye. 

let them be. 

Subjundlive, or AorM. 

Sing. I be. 

Cdjm he be. 

Plur. we be. 

tX^ you be. 
they be. 

Infinitive. 

QtXi- to be. 

Participles. 

y being. having been. 

j^^p:Mjljp.*or to be willing. 

Aorift, 

ufed in forming the Compound Future of verbs. 
Sing. I "^lll' 

thou wilt, 
he will. 

Plur. we will. 

•Q>.^\y^you will. 

they nx^l. 

The other tenfes are formed like thofc of the 
regular verbs. 



PERSIAN LANGtJAGE. 




OF TENSES. 


It will here be ufeful to exhibit an analyfis of 

all the tenffcs pf a Berfian verb, and to Ihow in 

« 

what manner thpy arc deduced from the infini- 
tive, which is property confidered b}? the orien- 
tal grammarians as^ the fpring and fountain of 
all the moods and tenfes, and which, therefore, 

^ is called in Arabick mafdar or the fource. 

All regular infinitiveSend in (j^Ovj,.as 
to arrive^ to gfieve^ to fear. 

The third perfon of the prejerite is formed 
b)r rejedting from the infinitive, he ar-^ 

rived, (AJLI he grieved, cXyw J be feared. 


O^j a\jj 




I faid, is the zephyr breathing from the gar- 
den? or is a caravan of mufk coming from 
Khoten? 


The letter v_j prefixed to this tenfe is often 
redundant, as J ^ fi 

mantle, and departed. 

From the preterite is forme4 the'imperfcft 
tenfe by prefixing the particles or ^ 
as or be was arriving. 

In the third perfons the imperfe<3; tenfe is 
Q-3 
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fometimes expreffed by adding to the pre- 
terite, as (_^cX^U he was griefoing, (^^cXJtX'JLi 
they were grieving^ this form is very common 
in profe, as 

euljj AyAJ t CcXjOjJ ia(j^ ^ 

C COuO^y? aJUksv j 

" They were immericd in pleafurc and delight, 
** and were conftantly liftening to the me- 
** lody of the lute, and of the cymbal.” 

The fame letter added to the firft and 
third perfons of the paft tenfe forms the poten- 
tial mood, as I might, could, Jhould, 

or would grieve, wc might, &c, 

grieve-, fo Ferduli in a love-fong, 

“ If I could fleep one night on thy bofom, I 
“ ihould feem to touch the Iky with my ex- 
“ alted head.” 

and Hafiz, 

AaU Oufl ^jmOsx^ tjla yT 

CsjJ 

J' ub=^ 

- 
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‘**Thofe locks, each ‘curl of which is worth a 
^ hundred mirfk-bags of China, would be 
“ fweet indeed if their fcent proceeded from 
“ fweetnefs,of temper.” 

The participle preterite is formed* from the 
infinitive by changing into 5, as ar- 

rived, fprinkled] from which participle 

and the auxiliary verbs and are 

‘made feveral compound tenfes, and the paffive 
voice; as ^1 I have fprinkkd, 

I had fprinkkd, scXyJjb I Jhall 

have fprinkkd, scXj^Lj I was fprinkkd. 


^ y ^ 


We have given up all our fouls 'to thofe two 
inchanting narcilTas’s (eyes), wc have placed 
all our hearts on thofe two black hyacinths 
(locks of hair). 


The Perfians are very fond of the participle 
preterite;* and it is wery often ufed b^ their 
elegant writers to connect the members of a 
fcntence, and to fufpend the fenfe'tili the Clofe 
of a long period: in poetry it (ometrmes is ufed 
like the third perfon preterite of a verb, as in 
this fine couplet: 
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oLo ^ y f 

.. /w- . * • * 

Of^J L->Ui I ojj 


The brightnefs of the Clip and the goblet ob- 
“ feures the light of the moon; the cheeks 
“ of the young cup-bearers fteal the fplen- 
“ dour of the fun.” .. 

A 

In the ode from which this couplet is taken 
every diftich ends with the word adj for ' 
Ae Jlriick. 

In compofition the infinitive is contradted by 
rejediing as tyJu I will Ae-, fo Hafiz, 

cXm Laju 3 silj 


cXm Ov^I t 




r 


.'Ir 


The breath of the weftern gale will foon flied 
muik around ; the old world will again be 
young. 


This fhort infinitive is likewife ufed after im- 
perfonal yerbe, as S it h fojjible to do-, 

cXjLj it is mcejfary to do ; thus Hafiz, the 
Anacreon of Perfia, 

i ^ 

<5^3 OvMjj' 

«“ It is impoflible to attain the jewel of thy 
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wiflies by thy OMjn endeavours j it is a vain 
V imagination lo think that ijt will come to 
thee without affillance.’’ 


and the pset Quoted* in the hiftory of Cai2vini, 

• C 


The Jife of man is a journal, in which he 
“ muft write only good adtions.” • 

The imperative is regularly formed by throw- 
ing away the termination from the infinitive, 

as^j^ arrive thou, from to arrive: the 

letter j is* often prefixed to the imperative, as 
fay thou ; fear thou j fo Ferduli in 

his no'ule fatire againft a king who had flighted 
him; 


oLig bl 

O king Mahmud, thou conqueror of regions, if 
thou feareft not me, at lesfi fear God! vVhy 
haft thou inflamed my wrathful temper? doft 
thou not dread my blood- dropping fword? , 
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It muft be here obferved, that the negatives 
and j are changed in the imperative into 
and as qm not ajk ; 

“ I have felt the pain of love; aJk not of whom: 
** I have tailed the poifon of abfcnce; ajk 
** not from whom.” 




Before verbs beginning with I elif the letters 
J ^ and j are changed into and 

as before _JT are ufed j\m bring thou, do 
not bring'. 


it 


ujU ^ 

Boy, bring a cup of wine ; bring a few more 
cups of pure wine.” 


Say, no tapers into our aflembly, for 

this night the moon of my beloved's cheek 
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is at its full in puf banquet} fprinkk na 
perfume in ojar apartment, for to our minds 
“ the fragrance that conftantly proceeds from 
“ thy locks is fufl^ciently pleafing.” 

The contracted participle ufed in compound 
epithets is exaClly the fame with the impera- 
tive, as excite* thou, mirth- 

exciting ^J>\ inflame thou,) world- 
inflaming, Getiafrofe, the^ name of a fairy in the 
Perfian tales tranflated by Colonel Dow. 

The participles of the prefent tenfe are form- 
ed by adding qI, ( or oOu to the imperative, 
as and arriving', which laft 

participle i§ often ufed for a noun of aClion, as 
otXjjlj a player. 

From the imperative alfo is formed the con- 
junctive tenfe or aorift by adding to it the ufual 
perfonal termination, as from <^1 come thou^ 
I may or will come. 

^jLo I 

When'the fun of riie wine fliall rife from the 
“ eaft of the cup, a thoufand tulips will 
“ fpring from the garden of thC cup-bedrer's 
“ cheek,” 

By this aifeCked, yet lively allegory, the poet^ 
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Wily means that “ the jcup-bearer will blufh 
when he fliall prcfent the wine to the gu^fts.’' 
For the moft^part this form of the Perlian 
verb, which the grammarians properly call the 
4 orift, or indefinite tenfe, anfwers to the poten- 
tial mood of other languages, and is governed 
by conjun61ions as in Latin and Englifh: this 
will be feen more clearly in the following ex- 
ample taken from the life of Nader Shah; 


(^T 

^ AjL2^ll5^ ^^^1 aX i5uL5o cXm!cX2^ 

<3ut©; 

^L<l^=a2sr^ 

C^Lmj oJIcX^ 

It is evident, to the difeerning and intelligent 
“ part of riia'rikind, that, whenever the affairs 
“ of the world are thrown into confufion, and 
I *‘ fortune favours the delires of the unjuft. 
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the great Difpoler of events, in the efiti- 
‘\fion of his endlefs mercy, feledts Ibme for- 
tun ate hero, whom he (jupports with his 
** eternal favour: «nd whom he commands 
** to heal with the balm of benevolence the 
“ wounds of the afflifted, and to fweeten 
“ the bitter draught of their misfortunes 
“ with the honey of juftice.” 


•in which period the words kerded, 

c\a^ kuned, perdazed, Snd 

sazed, are the aorifts of j/' kerdfden^ 

kerden, perdakhten, and 

fakhten, governed by the conjondtion 
that. * 

The prefent tenlc is formed*by prefixing 
or (_5v^ to the aorift, as ^*lo^ I knoWf 
thou knoiveji, OJlcX^ hf knowetb: 

^ 4X^=9 I ^JsirraJ Ia.a 4 ? 


O gentle gale, pafs by the place which thou 
knowejly and difclofe the fecrets of my heart 
which thou knoweji. 
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With that fweet hue* which thou bearejl on 'the 
rofe of thy cheek, thou drawejl a line^.over 
the face of the garden-rofe. 

The particles are fometimes 

joined tp the verb, and foiSietimes feparated 
from it, according to the pleafure of the writer, 
as 




Purfae thy pleafures eagerly, for while thou 
canft clofe thine eye, the autumn is approach- 
ing, and the frefo feafon is pajjing away. 


The letter j prefixed to the aorift reftrains it 
to the future tenfe, as ^yt I arrive', thus 

Nakfhebi in his work called a.«U or 

T!be Hales of a Parrot, Night 35, 


w • 

Cs^ss cAjU cXg:^ ^ 

OJ*>y 

c A^-i 

O Nakfliebi,, a man who defires to enjoy his 
' beloved muft be adlive and diligent: whoever 
labours diligently in his alFairs, will at lall 
^ attain the objedt of his wiflies. 
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After having given khis analyfis of the Per- 
fian Herb, it will be neceflary to add a table of 
the moods and tenfes as they aefwer to thole of 
European languages. 

Verb Adive, porsi'den to.ajk. 

Indicative Mood, Prefent Tenfe. 

• • 

Sing. I ajk. - 

Plur. ^ we aJk. 

^ you (jjk» 
they aJk, 

Simple Preterite, 

Sing. I ajked. 

thou ajkedjl. 
cXyM he ajhcd. 

Plur. ^ “we a:'ked. 

you erjked. 
tXJcXjy^ they ajked. 

Compound Preterite. 

Sing. ^1 »cX ^ t heme ajked. 

fjjQn /jajl afiild. 
or s(.Xa>m^, •* 

ht ha, njkli. 

or cxawI 
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Plur. W£ have asked. 

Osj\ you }rave asked. 

OJl they have asked., 

Preterite Imporfe 6 l. 

Singl ^ asking. 

asking. 

Plur. j^cXa^ VDere asking. 

cXiOvAjg^j askmg. 

Pre terpl uperfeft. 

Sing, jscXaaw^ / asked. 

(^Cs^ 2jcXwy^, hadst asked. 
Cs^j 5cXxaw^^ //e' had asked. 

Plur. 5c>uw^» asked. 

had asked. 

cXjc]^ they had asked. 

Firfl: Future. 

Sing, ^ jl:)aU ask. 

thou JJstilt ask. 
he poall ask. 

Plitr. nc'C JJ-^all asii^ 

CKf^yj you /ball ask. 

O-Xttiyj they jJsall ask. 
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Second Future. 

6ing. ^ 

thou wilt ask, 

cXa**^ cX^l^d.. he will ask. 
Plur. cXa*!^ we will ask. . 

cXamjjJ you will ask. 

OJ^ 1 ^ 2 k they will ask» 

Imperative. 

(J^ yt^ thou^ 

cX^»^ let him ask. 

Plur. 

ask you. 
let them ask. 

Conjundlive, or x\orifl:. 
Sing. may ask. 

L , yf **y'. tnayst ask» 

Le may ask. 

Plur. ^(^y 0.^1^ • 

«Xy<^ you may ask. 

• cXiu,^ they may ask. 

Potential. 

Sing. I might, J^c. gsh. 

thou migbtst ask. 
he might ask. 


ss» 



S4Q 


A GRAMMAR OF THE 


Plur. might, ^c. ask. 

you might ask. 
they might ask. 

Compound Future. 

Sing. ^\j oc\^jj I jhall have asked. 

ocXy*^j thou Jhalt have asked. 
cX<mU he Jhall have asked. 

Plur. we Jhall have asked. 

ocX^jj you Jhall have asked. 
cX«^b they Jhall have asked. 

Infinitive. 

Prefent, to ask, contra<Eled O^jt 

Preterite, to have asked. 

Participle. 

Prefent, and otX\w^ asking. 

Preterite, asked or having asked. 

Paflive Voice. 

Indicative Preient. 

Sing. ^jiL I am asked. 

OiXtJh jj thou art asked. 

^ ^ he is asked.] 

Plur.- oOsj^ji we are asked. 

jfifK are asked. 
vXJ^ they are asked. 
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Preterite. 

Sing. I was asked. 

ocXam^ thoji wast asked. 

Odi*. he was asked. 

Plur. we were asked. 

oOiaj*^ _yoa were asked. 
cXj'cXm o<A^^ ^hey were asked. 
Preterpiuperfeft . 

Sing, otXi) I had been asked. 

ocAmj oOkMti^. thou hadst been asked, 
t^yj oc\m olXam^ he had been asked. 

Plur. otXii, we had been asked. 

cXjc^ aOJii you had been asked. 

oOJit ocXam^, they had been asked. 
Aorift. 

Sing, I may be asked. • 

may St be asked. 
oCK^y he may be asked. 

Plur. ocXy*^ we may by asked. 

o<Ju<uy you may be asked. 
OJyjii oO^L>*yj they may be asked. 
Second Future. ^ 

Sing. cXj5j oOuyM^ I jh^l be jzsked. 

Oui thou flsalt be asked 

cXm he Jhall be askedr 


VOL. III. 
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Plur. tXji ^1^!^ we Jhall be asked. 

OJu cX^I^ oOkAfci^ you Jhall be asked. 
Odu OiX^jj they jhall be asked. 


Infinitive. 

Prefent, to be asked. 

. " V- 

Preterite, oOm oO^j^y to have been asked. 

Negative verbs are formed by prefixing &j or 
J to the affirmative in all the tenfes, as 


Sing. I do hot kno^v, nefeio. 

thou doji not knoiv, nefeis. 
tXjlO ho does not know, nefeit. 
Plur. do not knowy nefeimus. 

tXjJlO you do not know, nefeitis. 
OJLilO they do not know, nefeiunt. 

I ^ItXi 


I know not why the damfels, tall as cyprefles, 
with black eyes, bright as the moon, have 
not the colour of love. Hajiz. 


OF IRREGULAR VERBS. 

In the ancient' language of'Perfia there were 
very few or no irregularities: the imperative, 
^whkh is often irregular in the modern Perfian, 
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was anciently formed from the infinitive by re- 
jedHng the termination (jcXj ecdenj for origi- 
nally all infinitives ended in»(jti den, till the 
Arabs introduced their harih confonants before 
that fyllable, whjch obliged the Perfians, who 
always affedred a fweetnefs of pronunciation, to 
change the old terniinafion of fome verbs into 
ten, and by degrees the original infinitives 
grew quite obfolete: yet they ftill retain the 
ancient imperatives and* the aorifts yvhich are 
formed from them. This little irregularity is 
the only anomalous part of the Perfian language, 
which, neverthclefs, far furpafles in fimplicity 
all ’other languages, ancient or modern, of 
which I have any knowledge. This remark 
on the formation of the Perfian imperatives 
from ah obfolete verb, may be ufeful to thofe 
who are curious in ancient dialeds ; as it will 
enable them to trace out a confiderable part of 
the old Perfian language or Pehlevian 

which has the fame relation to the modern 

• 

or Perfick, as the Icelandkk has to the 
Panifii, and the Saxon to the Englilh ; and 
which w^s, perhaps,. fpoken in the age of Xe- 
nophon. This is the language in which the 
works of Zeratuflit or ZcroafteiTare preterved, 
and into which the fables of ’hidpai or Pilpai 
were firft tranflated from the Indian: but as wc 
rejed;ed the Saxon alphabet to admit the Ro- 

2 . 
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man j fo the Perfians, When they embraced the 
religion of Mahomet, adopted the charaftero in 
which the Alcoran was written, and incorpo- 
rated into their language a multitude of Arabick 
words and'phrafes. 

The Perfian verbs that form their impera- 
tives, and eonfequently their aorifts, from ob- 
Iblete infinitives, may be diftributed into the 
following clafTes: the old infinitives may be 
found by adding (jtXj eeden to the imperatives, 
and the aorifts by adding to them the perfonal 
terminations. • 


I. 

Irregulars that form their imperatives by re- 
jedting or 


Infin. 

mjCaTr to a Jabre 

^<^1 to fow together 
/o rebuke 
to embrace 
to cut 

to Speak idly 
(^OJUoI to Sprinkle 
to,.prefi 
1/0 throw 

- down. 


Imper. 

Aorift. 

C* 


J' 







r^I 





■^1 


^jsXj! 
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Infin. 

Imper. 

Aorift. 

to Jill 



ifing 

jjTandjr 


{jm\jtotmge,to'weave (w>b 

&’ 

to bear 



to educate 

JJJ 


to wither 






to read 



to eat 

jy^ 


to drive 

• 

ob 

^b 

to buz 

• 


^■j 

Ijvi^ to refign 




jstnd 

and 

to Jhtpue 

• •• • 

fy^ 

^^cXiUi to comb 



to cleave 

v_jLX^ 


^Xtii to hunt. 



to number 



to hear 



{jdjXs: to Jlumber 



(j«A to freeze 


cri 

1 afrr/, 

and 

|.^.nd 

^Ua 
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Infin: 

Imper. 

(jcXiXS 1 
tor ^ > to throw 


to perform 


to Jtrow 


to kill 


tofcfltter 

<— jiwjJ 

l^Ojy to move 


(jOuLc to remain 


^cXiUiN^ to fix 


and '* V to lay dowu 
) 



Aorift. 



II. 

Irregulars that change j into 


O^yV ^ ^0 try 

tSUjT 

J^u;r 

to rejt 

% * f A 


t 

iMUjji'/ . ' 

or ^ s-to increaje 

C^l^lorc^l^^ljilor^!^ 

to iefik 

•n 


The participle of this verb, ufed 

in com- 

pound adjedlives, i 

is c^T^ as dJ'T 

Jleefy, drmnedjn Jleep, 


(jOjtXil to hefmear 

tSioJi 

wltXil 

^ to Jirain 


p* V 



PERSIAN LANGUAGE. 


*47 


Iniin. 

Imper. 

Aorift. 

to meafure 



j to polijh 



to prdtfe 



to Jlroke 

C^L. 

^LkkI 

to command 


r^J 

to Jhovf 


r'V 

-^and* > to Open 



III. 



. Irregulars that change 

into ly or j 

dijlurb 

L->lj 

• * • 


to inflame 

^jIj 

jC> to underfland 



to bore 


^tAAiAW 

This imperative is very anomalous. 

to haflen 



^ v;g-,.-L to bloflom 


^rAX^=2>^ 

to deceive 



to fmite 


(ti^ 

to lie hid ' 



I have never met wnth this flrange imperative. 

to find 

wlj 

• 




ssm A GRAMMAR OF TH£ 


Jnfin. 

Impcr. 

Aorift. 


■ 3J 


to £g ' 

j\^ 


to fay 



and 


to hear 

• A 


IV. 

Irregulacs that change ^ 

into J, 

ov (JU 

^ ( to exalt 

Ji/' 

r^l/' 

r-y/' 

to inflame 

Jj)/' 

to learn 

jy^ 

r-y-'i' 

to mix . 


I'-^T 

to throw 

^IcXjI 

^IcXjI 

to geiin 

)yyj\ 


to excite 

yb^saj\ 


OpcsrjT to hang 


rii/^ 

to flay 


f.;w 

tofifttfh 

>> 


^ to beware 



to ioil . 



{jXsifif toflft 

fl:i 

r>^ 

to take captive 

jn:h 

rif 

to twifl 

p 
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Infin. 

Imper, 

Aorift. 

to colleB 


p)y 

to pour 

t 

j^J 

pij 

to prepare 



to prick 

jyy * 

pjj^ 

i^yd».y*i to burn 

jy*i 

r^y* 

to melt 

Jljj' 


’^jX^y^toJiee 


p/ 

to foothe 

j!/ 

rj9 

(jJckUii to underjland 



to fell 

d^3f 

r>J 


V. 


^ Irregulars that change ^ into j 


to Jill 
to think 
to Jwallow 
to raife 
tofuppofe 
^JJJi^\^^tQ have 

or , .^to leave, pafs 
to loofe] di/mifs 


• jVaJI 

jk\ 

J->J 

J^ji 


rjM 

rM 

iitij 
IcXi# 
ila 


jltJOj. 

j!c 3 
j'Xf' 
and^liAi^ & 


fj'‘V 

r-^ 
r-^ 
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VI. 


Irregulars that rejeft ^ 


Inhn. 

Imper. 

Aorift. 

to plont 



to adorn 

(^!,T 


to be necejfary 



io accept 


r'^ 

deck 



tofeek 


ri^ 

to know 

o'^ 

^'fo 

to grow 



to live 



to wajh 

(Sj^ 


to weep 


r!r^ 

to refemble 



to view 



VII. 

Irregulars in 



to create 


fv/r 

U gather 



to fee,, ■■ 



[^j^y to choofe 
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VIIL 


Irregulars in ^ that ceje^ 


Infin. • 

Imper. 

Aorift. 

to accept 



to take 

j- 


IX. 

Irregulars that change into » 

to leap 


pS> 

to be delivered 



to be willing 

oljcL, 


(MIMAS' to lejfen 


^\£=» 

X. 

Irregulars that change 

(jM into 

or tXi 

to afcend 



to bind 

cXo 


to join 



to Break 

* 


<jXwU*J to caufe to Jit down 

<jUJ 


to ^t down 



XI. 

Irregulars’ that add 


to be born 
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Infin. 
to carefs 

to open 


Imper. 


Aorift. 

^t:==» 


Irregulars that reject (^vif 


to full 
to fund 
^^CkiXkM ^ to fend 
to pluce 


C^uKial 


& 


XIII. 


Irregulars not reducible to any clafs. 


t0 prepare 
to come , 
to he t 
to rife 
to give 
to Jlrike 

t^cXX»M ■) 

and ^ to take 

t o mix 
to do 




^JUT 

C'^ 

« » 


A i 


and ^ 


to break 
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Iniin. 
to rot 

to die 




to "write 


Imper. Aorift. 
OjS' 

u^y (^y 


Example of an^ irregular verb. 

. yaften to find* Contracted infinitive Cob 

Prcfent Tenfe. 

Sing. ^b L ^ ^ find* 

^^b thou findejl. 

cXjb he finds* 

Plur. ^b we find.^ 

cV^b you find* 

fcXJbb they find*’ 

Preterite. 

Sing, ^b / found. 

thou foundest* 

Cob be found* 

Plur. ^»^b ^e found* 
cX^b you found. 

OJL^b they found.* 

Future; or Aorift. 

Sing, wb / jhall or may find. 
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tbou Jhalt.ot mayst find* 
<,Xj1j he Jhall or may find. 

Plur. zve Jhall or may find. 
O^Ji you jhall or may find. 
Jubb they JhaU or may find. 


Imperative. 

cjb or ^-k^^find ihou. tX^b find you. 


Participles. 

Prefent, bb or finding. 
Preterite, Axsb having found. 


^bl> ^ aj (jX 


It is better for me not to turn my face from 
patience j it may happen that I may find 
what my heart defires. 


The contradcd participles, as it has been 
fore obferved, are of great ufe in the compofi- 
tion of words; as yS^\ mirth-exciting^ 

from which in Arabick fignifies mirths 

and the participle of to excite: but 

of thefe elegant compounds I fliall Ipcak at 
lafge in the nextfeftion. 
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OF THE COMPOSITION 


AN1> 

DERIVATION OF WORDS'. 


One of the chief beauties of the Perfian lan- 
'guage is- the frequent ufe of compound adjec- 
tives ; in the variety and elegance of which it 
furpaffes not only the German and Englilh, but 
even the Greek. Thefe compounds may be 
multiplied without end according to the pleafure 
and tafte of the writer j they arc formed either 
by a noun and the contratfl^d participle, as 

heart-alluring, or by pre- 


fixing an adjedtive to a nourt, *as 
j'weet-fmelling-, or, laftly, by placirfg one fub- 
llantive before another, as^IiAxH/" rofe-cheeked. 

Since one of the nouns in a compound word 
is often borrowed from the Arabicjc, a man wh6 
wifhes to read the Perfian books with fatisfaction, 
ought to. have a competent knowledge of both 
languages. I ihall fubjoin a lift of the moft 
elegant compounds that I can repolleA ; tut I 
muft exprefs moft of them in.'EngJifll by ci»- 
cumlocutions ; for thofigh we have fome com- 
pound epithets which give a grace to our poetry,. 
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yet in general the genius of our language leetns 
averfe to them. Thus from a 

fawn^ and cm eye^ a Perfian epithet, which 
anfwers to the Greek ixixicirif, feems very harfh 
in Englilh, if we tranll^te lifown-eyed i Lady 
Wortley 'Montague’s traiillation * stag-eyed is 
not much better, and conveys a different idea 
from what the eaftern poets mean to exprefs by 
this epithet. 


Adjedives compounded of nouns and participles. 
JJ^gul efflidn Jbeddingfiowers. 

durr efffian fprinkling pearls . • 
^p^^j^goher eflhan fcattering gems. 
te^ eflhan brandijhing a feymitar. 
khon eflhan dropping blood. 

J«A 'dil azar ajiibling the heart. 

wounding the Joul. 
tab efken darting jlames. 
^^^olc^^'bcekh efk4n tearing up roots. 
(jJo! uCamj feng efken casting stones. 

oy/c6h efken throwing down mountains. 
merd efken overthrowing heroes. 
amber dgheen full of ambergris. 


^ See her Letters from ConfUnticople. 
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furfir.agh^n of pkafuret. 

murad avdr fulfilling our defires. 

<J<A dil aver stealing hearU:. 

• Iff mejlis ara gracing the banquet. 

1^1 dil arl rejoicing the heart. 

dil aram giving rest to the heart. 
Le^T neberd aztiiA experienced in battle. 
LST ruh asS appeafing the fpirit. 

LJT jdn asi giving rest to the foul. 

khon alud fprinkled with blood. 
gubar alud covered with dust. 
Ctf'Y liaaL khata alud stained with crimes. 

1^1 ruh efzi refrejhing the fpirit. 

fjil ocs^ bihjet e.fza increafin^ cbearfulnefs. 
v_)^I fliehr afh6b disturbing the cityi 

elegantly applied to beauty ^ to which likewiie* 
the poets give the following epithet, 

ef^fin increafing daily. 

j\Jt\ jtt fer efraz raifing his bead. 

j\J^ gerden eMz exaltfng his necJt. 

j • J alem efruz *7 

\ ^ ^ \enlightenmg the world* 

or ^l^jehanefruzi 

VOk . III. S . 
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^tx^’znnjkmmg the unherje, 
h/ marikeh efruz kindling the jigbt. 

b6ftan efruz inflaming the garden: 
a beautiful epithet for the anemone. 

danifh amuz skilled in fcience, 
har amuz expert in aflbirs. 
flr^ 8 muzhdeh amecs mixed with joyful 
tidings. 

This participle ufed in a great variety 
of compounds. 


( Civai.l_; rahet ameez giving rest. 
yyTr fitem ameez full of threats. - 
ihehd ameez mixed with honey. 
reng ameez misted with coloursy 
that is, deceitful. 

JftXJf pertu endaz darting rays. 

JlfJu! dehfliet end&zstriking with fear. 

JliJjl (jisj'l ateih endaz casting out fire. 

JiAj! teer endaz Jbooting arrows. 

JjcXJl zulmet enduz gathering dark- 

nefsy an epithet of the night. 

jjOJl ibret enddz attraSling wonder. 

Cj.’UcilM iltifit engeez exciting refpedl., 
khulds engeez promoting Jin- 


cerity. 
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aaJo fitne en^eea raifing a tumult* 

khejlet engeez caujing blujhes 

to rife.^ 

khefekan engeez making the 
heart beat. 

t^L^I irfliid e^ngtiz producing Jafety. 

devouring men. 

jan afereen that created the foul. 
^ J<3 dil ber a ravJfier of hearts, 
jyf sayeh perver bred in the Jhade, 

an. epithet for an ignorant young man who has 

not feen the world. 

• 

ulema perver cberijhing learned men. 
if: ^ perver nourijhing the body. 

JU 'wi)£kC iflik baz /porting wifhJove. ' 

puzilh pezeer accepting an excufe. 
aJI^' turaneh perdaz compofng tunes, a 
mullcian. 

^j.sr^'fekhun perdaz compo/ngfintences, 
an orator. 

cXaj JJij nekil bend compiling jiarrativts, an 
hiftorian.' 

OJu yys. adu bend that enjiaves hif enemies. 
aJU» fitne bcez /^reading /edition. 
s i 
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yj Jas. atar he6z flitdding perfume. 

nadereh peer! coUediing memorable 
events, 

afomdn peyventl reaching the 

shy. 

alcm tab inflaming the worldy aft 
epithet of thd fun. 

^ deuletju’i wijhing profperity. 

(fj jul cheen gathering rofes. 

AbyS^ fhukufeh cheen cropping flowers. 
fekhun cheen collediing words^ 
an informed. 

ieher kheez riflng in the morning, 
{^ys^yia.. khofh khan fweetly flnging. 
jehanddr pojfejjing the world. 
axXj nukteh ddn skilful in fubtleties, 
^CaJL. khurdeh been feeing minute objeSls. 
oL> fekhun rSn lengthening his dif- 

courfe. 

Ql^l/’kamr^n gaining his deflres, 
jjy khun reez Jhedding blood. 

,jjj Shaker reez dropping fugar. 

goher reez fcattering jewels. 
afhk reez Jhedding tears. 
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ghemzedi Mfperjtri^ care. 

zulmet zedA difpelling darkne/s. 
rahzen infe^ng the \oay, a robber, 
jLw preparing inchantments. 

dilfit^n ravijhing hearts. 

J^mJ« 3 dileuz inflaming the heart. 

jan fhikAr a hunter of fouls. 
umr ihikSf deflroying life, 
fef fhiken breaking tSe ranks. 
enjum (burner equal to the flars in 
number. 

^flS' kar (hinas skilful in bufinefs, 
flicker furufli filling fugar. 

<5^ kh6d furufli boafling of himfelf. 
Ja\j naz& fereeb deceiving the beholder. 
^ jiger gudaz mefting the heart. 

w 

Uju> fumma gudlz difpelling a calamity, 
^^fi***^ zeya kufter fpreading lig^i. 

alem geer fubduing the •world, 

I dilkufliA^r^o/Wng the heart. ^ 

jij&ds-i kUhver kufliA conquering^ prom 
vincis. 

auruhg nifli^n fitting on a 

throne. 
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viraneb niflieen mhabiting a 

defert, 

rehnuma' Jbowing the •way. 
j\ji ghereeb nuvaz kind to strangers, 

\ajji berbut nuvAz tuning a harp. 

k4m y&b that finds what be defires. 


IL 

Words cpmpounded of adje£bves and nouns. 

iSjJ '-rj^ khob ruyi with a beautiful face. 
(.Sfii*- pakeezeh khui having pure 

intentions.^ 

khofli khui of a fweet difpofition. 
pakdamen with unbletnijhed virtue, 
JI^T khob avaz with a pleafing voice. 

khob rayhe with apleafant fcent. 
khofli elhan with fweet notes-, 

■an epithet of the nightingale, as in this elegant 
diftich, ' 


ciXkw^^ 


■The brjghtnels'^ of youth again returns to the 
the rofe fends joyful tidings to the 
ni^lingale with fweet notes. 
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khoflv reMr ’walking gracefully. 
fliireenkur with gentle manners, 
i^yf, fliireen dihen«w;V/i a fweet moutlu 
ol^ liah cficflim black-eyed. 

The compounds *of th^s form are very»numerous, 
and may be. invented at plcafure. 


III. 

Adjtdlives compoupded of two nouns. 

Each of thefe epithets is a fbott limile. 
<SjJiSf, peri ruyi | j-^ce of an 

peri peyker) angel. 

peri rukhsAr* 'with the cheeks of 

an angel. 

Gerafliid kulah 'with the diadem 
of Gcmfia. 

Ovyiiok Dara hiflimet with the troops of 
Darius. 

fimeen s&k with legs like f her. 
Iheker leb "With lips offugar. 

t«ti guftdr talking like a parrot. 

UyJ guncheh leb with lips likerofe-buds. 

iSy fctaien buyi witA the,fc£nt of jej'a- 

mine. 

yj femen ber with abqfomlikejeJaminiK 
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gulrokh imth cheeks Kke rofes. 
iSjJ ^ gTilruyi with a rofy face. 

muflik buyi •with the /cent of mujk, 
Vr^ yakut Jeb with lips like rubies. 



When we confider the vaft number of epi- 
thets that may be compounded after thcfe three 
forms, and that thofe epithets are often ufed 
for fUbftantives withoiJt a noun being exprefled, 
we muft allow that the Perfian language is the 
richeft in the world. Thefe compounds are 
thought fo beautiful by the Perfian poets, that 
they fometimes fill a diftich with them, as 


** f 


A damfel jvith a face like the moon, feented 
like mufk, a ravifher of hearts, delighting 
the foul, feducing the fenfes, beautiful as the 
full moon. 


The particle ^ hem together ^ prefixed to 

nouns, forms another elegaiit clafs of compounds 
imply ingj&c/V^ and intimacy t as 


hem^lhiyin of the fame nejl, 
hemiheng df the fame inclination. 
hembezm of the fame banp^U 
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hempifter lyirtg on the fame pillom. 

hemkh&beh feeping together, 
hemdem breathing together, that i!* 
very* intiirfately connedied. 

The particles U not, ^ little, and nvith~ 

out, are placed before nouns to denote privation, 
as tX^I tj na ujne^d hopelefs, U na IhinSs 

ignorant, iJixfji, Li nd Ihukufteh q rofe not yet 
'blown ; kembeha of little value, (JJic ^ 

kem akil with little fenfe j liTU bee bS,k 
fearlefs, qUI bee am4n mercilefs: this par- 
ticle is often joined to Arabick verbals, as 

u» • •» 

bee tammul inconf derate, hee 

{erteeb irregular. 


Example. 

\C^y ^ I J ..li 

•ui 

li 


^ (,_5^ 

1 **.4 kx A I 


Henceforth, "^herever I write thy nathe, I will 
write falfe, unkind, and faithlefs. 

Names of agents are generally participles 
aftive in oeXJ, as ocX^Lm fazendeh a compeer % 
or they are formed by adding gaf, 
or (jb bdn, to a fubftantive, as j a gold- 
fmith,fX^ a writer, (^Ueb a gardener. 
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Nouns o£ adlion afe often the fame wkh the 
third perfon preterite of a verb, as j 

iuymg qnd felling, Owi j coming 
and going. 

Adjedives implying pofleflion or plenty are 
formed by adding to nouns the terminations^^Lw 
sar, keen, OJL* piend, idf" J nak, j\y var 
or_^ ver, as^Lww.«Jij bafful, forro’uful, 

tXiyiJlO learned, liTUy^l ^i^nomouis. 
hopeful, having life. 

The Arabick words zu, l-^Lo fahyb, 
and ehl prefixed to nouns form likewile 

adjedlives of pofTeffion, as jO majfick, 
dignitate pra^ditus, beautiful, ve* 

nufeate prsedituS, nvife, fapientid 

prseditus. We may here obferve, that the In- 
dians ufe a great variety of phrafos purely Ara- 
bick, fome as proper names and titles of chiefs 
and princes, and others as cpitlicts or conftant 
adjundls to fubftantives ; fuch arc the names 

a}jOJ\ 2^^ Shujaheduoula, .J jOJI Nej- 
meddoula, aIjcXH Shemfeddoula, 

AljcXJt Serajeddoula, which fignify in Arabick 
the forte, the '.Jlar, the fun, and the lamp of the 
fate-, fuch alio, is the title which they gave 
Lord Clive, etXjJ Zubdatulmulk the 

^fower of the kingdom-, in the fame manner they 
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ferdom mention the pcovince of Bengala 

withbut adding, by way of epithet, 
jennetulbclAd the par adife of regions, an Arabick 
title given to that province by 
Aurengzeeb. 

Some adjedlives are formed from nouns by 
adding as goldertt 


made of emeralds. 


• The termination aJI added to fubftantives 
forms adverbs that impry a kind of iimilitude, 
as isa\J>j\Cs prudently , like a prudent man, &j\C>^ 

courageoujly, like a man of courage, 

Adjedives of fimilitude are formed by adding 
IwiT afa, Uw fa, or ve(h, to fubftantives, as 


liJT amber afa like ambengris, LmT 
like mujk, Ln! like par adife", Lw ^die 

magick", yiij like a r of e-bud', or 

like the moon.- 

Some adjedives and adverbs are formed by 
nouns doubled with the letter I elif between 
them, as up to the brim, from the 

beginning^ to the end, or 

many-coloured. 


^ Ejcample. 

ojjj^ 
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oy ^y <4^j^ jH ^J 

A garden, in wiiich were the cleareft rivulets, 
an orchard in which the notes of the birds 
were melodious j the one was full of many- 
coloured tulips, the other full of fruits with 
various hues. , 

The two firll lines of this tetraftich arc in pure 

Arabick. .. 

The termination fam, as well as 

goon, denotes colour, as or i^ykyrofe- 

coloured, emerald-coloured. 

From the compounds above mentioned, or 
any other adjedtives, compounded or Ample, 
may be formed abftraa fubftantives by adding 

hajhful, 

learned, 

hlaclt, 

blackncfs. 

If the adje<ftive end in » the abftradl is made 
,by changing j ilito new, 

novelty. 

Other abftradts arc made either by adding jl 


bajhjulnejs 

learning. 



PERSIAN LANGUAGE. 


269 


to the third perfon of the paft t6nle, as 
Jtght^' JCixS' fpeecb, motion^ or by adding 

yi, to the contraded participle, as (jSuUjI rejl, 
praife^ temptation. 

The letter I elif added to fbme adjedives 
makes them abftrad nbuns, as warm, 

warmth. 

Nouns denotirfg the place of any thing are 
fprmed by the terminations iftan, 

dan,_^l; zar, oL) gah, or le». ja, as 

negariftan * a gallery of piSlures. 

bch^rift^n the manfon of the fpring. 

(jIwXj gulift^n a bower of r,ofes. 

(vvlii fliekerddn 1 

> ^ \ a chest of fugar. 

or ihekeriftdnj 

(^UmaXaJwj fumbuliftdn <7 hyacinths. 

% * 

fheerift^n the country jf lions. 


* The five firft of thefe names are the titles of as many excel- 
lent books : the Behariftan and Guliftan are poetical compofitions * 
by Jami and Sadi 3 the Negariftan is a very entertaining mifcellany 
in profe and verfe ; and the Shekerd&n is a mifcellaneous work in 
Arabick upon the hiftory of Egj'pt ; as to the Sumbuliftkn, I have 
feen it quoted, but recolle£l neither the fubje£f, nor the dame of 
its author. The Greeks fomeiimes gave thefe flowery title's to their 
books j thus Pamphilus publiftied a treatife oji! different fubje6ts, 
which he called a meadow; and A*poftolius com- 


piled an 'lwv(A^\j AjiJulj « garden of riokts^ or a colle6lion of 
proverbs and fentences. 
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ginniftiln fmry4and> 
gulzar a bed of rofes, 

Talehzar a border of tulips. 
ol^ajOl-^ ibadetgah d place of ‘worjhip, 

(iiifc khab ja tbe<place of flecp, a bed. 

The learner muft remember, that when thefe 
compounds are ufed as diftindt fiibftantives, the 
termination of the plural, and ij of the ob- 


lique c: 

ife, mull be added to the end of them, as 

Sing. 

Nom. 


a girl nsoith fweet 


Obi. 


lips. 

Plur. 

Nom. 


* girls nvith fweet 


Obi. 


\ lips. 

The 

Pcrlii 

in' verbs arc compounded either 


with npuns and adjedlives, or with prepofitions 
and other particles. The verbs chiefly ufed in 
the firft fort ’of compofitjon are to do, 

to bring, (jXilO to have, to 

make, to order, to devour, 

to strik'e, (jO ^ to bear, to Jhoxv, 

or to become, pOv«T to come, (jOuO 

to fee,' to take, and to find. The 

mofl: common of thefe is ^ss which is 
joined in 'all fts inflejeions to a multitude of 
Arabick gerunds or verbal nouns, as well as to 
Perfian adje£fives and participles, as 
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ikrdr kerden fo confefs. 
intizdr kerden to expeSf. 

^ kerden to return. 

temdm kerden to complete, 
y por kWden to Jill. 
idS y terk kerden to leave. 

^ ^ tiilu kerden to rife (oriri). 

Thus Hafiz, 


MO 


c^lcXj uXli^tH<3 

•^yfrSS ^ y) 


It is morning; hoy,fll the cup with wine : the 
rolling heaven makes no delay* therefore 
hajlen. The fun of the wine rifes from the 
eaft of the cup : if thou feekeft the delights 
of mirth, leave thy fleep. 


hujum dverden to affault. 
«^4! aterden to remember. ^ 
vcs::^ ajeb dafhten tonvonder. 

m^zur daihtCTi to.extufe. 


(jCy cW:^ hefed berden to envy. 
j itikdd berden to believe. 
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^ ghemm khorden fo grieve. 
OJLSss^ feugend khordcn to fwean 
ruflien fakhten to enlighten, 
y ter fakhten to moijten. 
oUxJI iltifdt flumuden to esteem. 

tpedhfifh gefliten to be rf- 

toniped. 

gemn^k gcrdidcn to be 

affiiSled. 

tX^-V. pcdeed ameden to appear. 
(^Uishikl ihfan deeden to be benefited. 

.perverifli ydften to be educated. 
j\^ kerar griften to be 'confirmed. 

The verbs and are very fre- 
quently ufed in compofition, as oyu 

ziareh zeden to call aloud, ^ fikr fer- 

muden to confider-, thus Geldleddin Ruzbehdr, 


Csj o^' fii Ij 

While the nightingale fings thy praifes with a 

loud voice* I am all car like thd ftalk of the 
« ^ • 

rofe-tree. 

.jAM I|afiz> 
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Confider attentively; where is a rofe without a 
thorn? 


Some of the particles^ with which verbs are 
compounded, are figdificant, and others redun- 
dant and ornamental, as 

• • 

I der 4meden /o enter. 

der averden to carry in. 
der khaften to requirh 
der y^ten to underhand* 


ber ameden to afcendi 
^ ber gefliten to return^ 

^ ber 4suden to rejts 

baz dalhten to with-hold. 


furud Ameden to %efcend. 
vApes dafhten to detain, 
jti fer ddden to banijb^ to coniine to a 
place. 


« 

In the prefent tenfe of a compound verb the 
particle is infcrted between the two words 
of which it is compofed, as td Jilh 

Sing. ^ ^ I Jill. 

C_5^ 

VOL. III. " T 
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Plur. ’wefill. 

you JilU 

C^XiS' they fill. 

Sometimes the two words of which a verb is 
fcompounded are placed gt a great diftance from 
each other, as 

<Jlj£ (^Cr ilalj 

h ^ ' - - 

l^Uc fii ^ y^ Aj 

** O weftern breeze, fay thus to yon tender 
“ fawn, thou haft confined us to the hills and 
“ deferts.” 


where jOlO yj^ the preterite of to 

confine, rel6guer,'‘is feparated by three words. 
The noun hfis a number of different fenfes, 
and is therefore the moft difficult word in the 
Perfian langucge ; it fignifies the bead, the top, 
the point, the' principal thing, the air, defire, love, 
will, intention, Gfc. and fotnetimes its meaning 
is fo vague that it feems a mere expletive, 
though the Perfians undoubtedly feel its force. 

There are derivative verbs in' Perfian, as in 
Hebrew and Arabick, which may be called 
caufalsi they are formed *’from the tranfitive 
verbs by changing ^JcX^ fotne- 
times into as 

to jktne. and 

40 caufe to Jhine. 
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to arrive. . to cat^e to ar*^ 

rivet to bring, 

O heaven! ^ that muiky fawn back to 
Khoten j bring basck that tall waving cyprefs 
to its native garden. 


OF PERSIAN NUMBERS. 

The nuiperals and invariable parts of Ipcech 
belong more properly to a vocabulary than to a 
grammar} “but for the ufe of fuch as will take 
the trouble to learn them by hd&ft, I Will here 
fubjoin the moft common of them*: * 


1 

1 

(iXj yek 

one. 

>* 


jG du 

two. 



leh 

three. 



chehar 

four. 

0 

9 

Peftge 

five. 


J 

iheih 

fix. 

V 

J 

* heft 

,feven. 

A 

c 

heiht 

'eight. 

1 

L 

aJ nuh 

nine. 
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dch 


n 

b 

»c^U ydzdeh 

eleven. 



ec^f^<A duazdeh 

twelve. 

II" 

ef' 

iizdeh 

thirteen. 

l«F 


5 t^l^ chahardch Joarfee/i. 

to 


stijjb panzedeh 

fifteen. 

n 


flianzedeb Jixteen. 

IV 

> 

eOJi^ hefdeh 

feventeen. 

lA 


scX^ hefhdeh 

eighteen. 



nu±deh 

nineteen. 


cT 

bccft 

twenty. 

t-l 

lt 

tiXj ciiM*^beeftyek/zt;i’w/y-off<’^ 

r» 

J 

fee 

thirty. 

5F» 

r 

chehel 

forty. 

o< 

u 

penjab 

fifty- 

*!» 

* 


fixty. 

V» 

a 

bUi* heMd 

feventy. 

A» 


kefhtad 

eighty. 

•1' 


c^’ naved 

ninety. 

|M 

v-> 

cXad fad 

a hundred. 

t'n 


cXai^O dtliad 

two hundred. 



(Jsao^ feefad'" 

three hundred. 

iFm 


.\u^j\^ cheharfad four hundred. 

0M 


OyusJtj paniad ^ 

fitse hundred. 

«|M 

r 

OudMj^ iheihf^ 

fix hundred. 

Vm 

4^ 

Om^oaa^ heftfad 

fhen hundred. 



PERSIAN Li^OUAGE. 


277 


Am [j^ heihtfad eigii hundred. 

<\ti id cXAOgJ nuhfad nine hundred. 

1 1 M ^ j\^ hezar a thoufand. 

(Ml) ^ deh hezar ten thoufand. 

< M M ( ^ ^|jdbcX* 2 > fad hezar ahundredthoufand. 
or viXJ lac 


ORDINALS. 

C^M.sr' nukhuil • 
duum 


frst. ^ 

uuulu fecond. 

fium third. 

cheharum fourth, 

penjam fifth. 

All the other ordinals are forfti^ in the fame 
manner, by adding ^ to the cardinal numbers. 


AD.VERBS. 

besiar much. endek litt/e. 

eenja here. there, 

» 

yf j*i 

(XmL Mssd 

• • 

If I could feTid my foul td that^^lacft how tri-^ 
fling a prefent woulddt be ! • 


Jl ez eenja hence^ 
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eensu hitbei‘. 
cuja where or whither. 


iS lar ^ her coja fce ^here/oever, 
ju beerun without. 

br^Tjl ez Anja thence. 


Ansu thither.’ 


Vj- C 2 cuja whence. 

derun . > ryoithin. 
endcrunj 

i}f- 


The nightingales were warbling in the garden, 

and the fawns were (porting on the hills. 

* « 

. \ below. ^L» bala above. 

or O^’focjud) 

.^U Jf 

That evil which comes from above is not evil, 
bamdAd 

olSjsl*’' fehergah > in the morning- 
pr^ysE*“ feher 3 

(hamgah in the evening. 

peifli before. 
ekn6n now. 
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chun w6en. 
ferdk to-morrow. 
pes after. 
sUoT^angdh* then. 

hemdndem direfily. 
herkez ever. 
henuz ‘yet* 
li' ta until. 

(^U baree once. 

^ hem cilfo. 

herkezneh never. 

^JTjl tXau b^ld ez an afterward. 
hemeiflieh aluhays. 


deigerbah agqjn. 
neez even. 

The following fix adverbs are nearly iynony- 
mous, and fignify as^ //he, in the fame manner asi 


hemchti, 

cheneen, 

Asr'Ua. chenancheh, 
hemehun, 

^ hemchene^n, 

chenankeh. 

V 


cu where? 
chend Aow many? 
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5 1 ez behri che os ’tsfhat account f 


ez Deni 
chun how? 


cnun now ? 

uXIjI eenek behold! 
megher perhaps, 

^ hem 7 
, ' . , t together, 

and behem^ 

chera wherejfore ? 

chegunch or vohat. 


calh would! 
mebada lejl by chance. 
lyo' tenha alone. 

CONJUNCTIONS, 

j u or va and, 

U ya or, 

^ hem, neez alfo, 
egfeer, or ^ gher if. 

eghercheh, gherchch though. 

L*I emma, leiken, bel, aXXj 

belkelf but. 

(JyLs^ herchend, herchendkeh 

although. 

benabereen therefore, 

djf keh Jmce, 

megher unlefs, 
ytjj pes then, mreover, 
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zera becatife. 

• ^yxz except. 

PREPOSITIONS. 

Jl ez or j from, bp, of. 

(jw pes after. 

aj beh, or uj be, joined to the noui 
b ba with. 

pehlevi near. 

(^1 ^ berai, bejehet fon. 

CiY> behr /?« 

meian between. 
forud beneath. 

jt j zeber above. 
aber, or y upon. 
peifli before. 


be without. 


_j(S der in. 

iSy** toward. 

V j zeer* under, 

yj . 

nazd near. 


INTERJECTIONS. 

LI eia, 1^1 &yoha oh / 

or bu^O Sereega alas! 
1 ^ ah / 


3il 


t, in, to. 


account 
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Thus in the tali of the merchant and the parrot, 
by Gelalcddin Rumi, 

^ jj tXi* (^U (^Usr'L^ 

Alas ! alas ! that fo bright a moon fhould be 
hidden by the clouds ! 

fug^n and efsus are likewife 

interjeftions that exprefs grief: thus in a te- 
traflich by Ahe fultan Togrul Ben Erflan, 

(Sjj^ ^Lc j 

Ji3fy j> iS^ (j*<^***il 

Ycftcrday the prefence of my beloved delighted 
my foul j and to-day her abfence fills me 
with biiterncfs ; alas ! that the hand of for- 
tune ihould write joy and grief alternately in 
the book of my life ! 

This glfeat hero and poet was the laft king of 
the Seljukian race : he was extremely fond of 
Ferdufi’s poetry, and in thi battle in which he 
loft his life, he was heard to repeat aloud the 
following verfes/rom the Shahnama: 


O' j) Lo ^ 
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C;^!' Ci>^ 

P'l'^ r* 

J^‘ c^k;*^ j=^ o'A^ JC^rV 


.When the duft arofe from the approaching 
army, the cheeks or oivr heroes turned pale ; 
but 1 raifed my battle-ax, and with a fingle 
ftrokS opened a paifage for my troops : my 
fleed raged like a furious elephant, and the 
plain was agitated like the waves of the Nile. 


^ Thefe lines are quoted by d’Herbelot, p. 1029 , but they are 
written differently in niy manufeript of Ferdud, whieh 1 bare hem 
followed. 
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OF THE PERSIAN SYNTAX. 


The conftrudlion of thq Pcr^n tongue is 
very eafy, and may be reduced to a few rules, 
moft of which it has in common with other 
languages. The nominative is ufually placed 
before the verb, with which it agrees in number 
and perfon, as in this pious fentence of a Per- 
lian philofopher, 


u, v' ^ ^ 

I JJcXeT A;> j\ 

(^1 b|^ J 

US' 5tX«rr ^ cXj!o '-JUlai. 
Isr^T C>yL. j! ^ J bsr'T 

*^y. 


Wherefore tirt thou come ? if thou art come to 
learn the fcience of ancient and modern 
times, thou haft not taken the right path ; 
doth not the Creator of all things know all 
things ? and if thou art come to feek him, 
Jcnow that where thou firft wajl Jtxedt there 
he was prefent. 


yet it is remarkable, that many Arabick plurak 
ate confidered in Perfian jis nouns of the fingu- 


* See the Bibliothe^ue Orientale> p. 950. 
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lar number, and agree as fuch with verbs and 
adjcdives, as 

’V • 

** * ^ • 

By the approach of fpring, and the return of 

* December, the Ifavcs of our life are conti- 
nually folded. 


‘ where the plural of '^jj a leaf, go- 

verns C>C)jS^ in the lyigular. 

There is another llrange irregularity in the 
Perfian lyntaxj the cardinal numbers areufually 
joiftcd to nouns and verbs in the lingular, as 
a thoufand and one days, 

oSfjS ‘XuJ yiicXyftj 


If the gale IhalJ waft the fragrance of thy locks 
over the tomb of Ha6z, a hundred thoufand 
fowers will faring from the earth that hidos 
his corfe. * 


Thefe idioms, however, are by no means na- 
tural to the Perfian, but feem borrowed from 
the Arabs, ^ho fay, aAJ j I a thoufand 

and one nights,. In Arabick t6o'a*noun of the 
plural number, if it fignify a thing without life, 
requires a verb in fingular, and diat of ^e 
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feminine ^nder, for the Arabick verbs have 
difiind genders like nouns, as 

O^ae***^ cJU« 

The rivers murmured, and the 'branches were 
bent to Adore their Maker. 

Their cups overflowed with wine, and my eyes 
with tears. 

Moft adtive verbs require the oblique cafe in 
1^ after them, as 

\jLe OumcXj 

j cXo^M 

If that fair damfel of Shiraz would accept my 
heart, I would give for the black mole on her 
cheek the cfties of Samarcand and Bokhara. 




It has bdfore been obferved (fee page 201) 
that the is omitted if the noun be indefinite 
or general, ^bs >* ^ J but that it is 

iftferted, if the thing be particular and limited, 
^ the cup\ examples of this 

occur in almoft every page. 

All nouns or verbs by which any profit or ac- 
quifition is im^ied govern the oblique cafe, as 
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Yes ! whenever the fui> appears, what advan- 
tage can there be to * Spha, but his being 
■ hidden ? 


The following remark relates to the polition 
rather than to the fyntax: in a period of two or 
more members, each’ of which might end with 
an auxiliary verb, the firft of them commonly 
contains the verb, which »is underftood in the 
reft, as 


• I •** *** 



The difadvantages of hafte are many, and the 
advantages of patience and deliberation (are) 
innumerable. 

The adjciftivc is placed after its fubftantive, 
and the governing noun is prefixed t® that 
which it governs, jis ^ beaut^ul 

face, (jJi^ /cent of a rofe but if this 

order be inverted a compound adjediye is 
formed, as fairfacedt (^jjSJ^rofe-^ 

feented. 

Conjuhftions which exprefs conjedure, con- 
dition, will, motive, &c. require the conjund- 
ive, or potential mood, as 


* Saha is the Arabick name for a very fmall and obfeure (hr m 
the conilellation of the Great Bear* . 
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^ cXmIj \mfA *0 


I^Os^aj 

, Jjj^. gr**^^ y h 


Jf I had known that thy abfence .would have 
been Co forrowful.and afflicting, I would not 
have departed from thee a fingle day; I would 
not have left thee a fingle momejit# 


Prepofitions and interjections are fixed to 
nouns in the nominative cafe, as 


O A^ss 

aJ j\jA^ j aJIam I 

Ovialt** jl ^ j tW 

n 

I have heard "that two doves lived together in 
one neft, and whifpered their fecrets in one 
, chamber j the dull of jealoufy had never ful- 
lied their minds, and the anguifli of misfor- 
tune had never pierced their hearts. 



ylwly I ^ ^ C>^jj {^y. 

^ CI'O^ is an Arabick word (ignifying a tum^ a change, « 
mtch, excttbise: hance ^ Perfiaii^ and 
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'libe Ipider holds the veLf in the palace of Csefar; 
the Owl flands fentinel on the watch-tower of 
Afrafiab. 

Thefe are the pridcipal rules that I have col- 
ledlcd for the Peufian language ; but i;ules alone 
will avail but little, unlefs the learner will ex- 
dnplify them in his, own refearches : the only 
office of a grammarian is to open the mine of 
•literature, but they who wifh to poffiefs the 
gems muft^ndeavour td find them by their own 
labours. 


in TurkiAi, fignify to relieve the guards by the founds 
of drums and trumpets. This office is givrti by the poet to the owl^ 
as that of ilO or chamberlain is elegantly affigned to the 

fpider. Some copies have inttead of which 

reading would make very good fenfe^ but deftroys the beauty of the 
allufion, 


VOL. in- 
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A PERSIAN FABLE. 

The Gardener and the Nightingale. 

# ^ 

OumIO ^ OJl #0^1 

J! {^^y. j (‘pj 

^ (^tXAiics^f JliAXcl O* 

“* • I • 

I y 


^aJ 




,u 


Cj! ^^>»A.X ^i sg 

5y==^ Jl jjy^y* J 

cM^ ^JJ ji 

viljU ^U^yJo ^1 vXc {^y>Ssslj 

j oJ/V" ->*'**^ J> 

_jli:T uiwj£ Ui^ 

oO^ 
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A literal tranjlation of the foregoing Fable. 

The gardener and the NIGHT- 
INGALE. 

, It is related that a hulbandman had a fweet 
and pleafant orchard,* and a garden more frelh 
than the bower of Irem. The air of it gave 
mildnefs ix>>.the gales o/ the fpring, and the 
fcent of its herbs that re/reftied the fpirits, con- 
veyed perfume to the very foul. 

VERSES. 

A bower like the garden of youth, a bed of 
rofes bathed in the waters <3f* life, the notes 
of it’s nightingales raifing delight •, its fragrant 
gale fliedding perfume. 

And in one corner of his garden there was a 
rofe bu(h frcftier than the flirub of defire, and 
more lofty thaji the branch of the tree of mirth. 
Every morning on the top of the rofe bufli the 
rofe bloflbmed, cojoured like the cheek of 
heart-alluring damlels with gentle minds, and 
the face of lily-bofomed maids Icanted like jef- 
famine. The gardener began**to' fliow an ex*- 
treme fondnefs for thefe excellent rofes, and 
faid. 


•u 2 
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b[y (^ O'^M^ 

(^Lil^ Cij^ u^tiLc ^ O^W 

_^0 aSs (j'^Li tXiO ti^ib 

cXl:^ j O^Le AJUat*® 

Jt J.J^' 


OujsK^ O^jSsa^ci (3 ^£=s 3.J <X!=rss C-M^ 

scX^Uu:-# <J^ 

llTL^ ujiy^aA^I c:^>M(LX^ 

jj'^y^ ^:>-cio j 

*>j^j Cici?'jl^i^ 

w—s^Lja (SiX.xsij ^ 

t'r^ 

O^ 

<ufjs^> pA^ )jj 
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A DISTICH. 

I know not what the rofe fays under his lips, 
that he brings back the helplefs nightingales 
with their mournful notes. 

One day the gardener according to his efta- 
blilhed cuftotn went to view the rofes ; he faw 
a plaintive nightingale, who was rubbing his 
head on the leaves of the rofes, and was tearing 
afunder wiilr his fharp bill that volume adorned 
with gold, 

A DISTICH. 

The nightingale, if he fee the rofe, becomes 
intoxicated; he lets go frofti his hand the 
reins of prtidence. 

The galdener viewing the fcattered condition 
of the rofe-leaves, tore with theTiand of pon- 
fufion the collar of patience, and ront fhe mantle 
of his heart with the piercing thorn of unealx- 
nefs. The next day he foimd the fame adion 
repeated, and tl\e flames of wrath occaflpned by 
the lofs of his rofes 

AN H^ISTICH. 

added another fear to the fear \vhich 4ie had 
before*. 

The third day, by the motion of the nightin- 
gale’s bill. 
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j (S^ 

<» 

(j**Ka ^^ItXJ) i;jl AjIOu 

cioi.L*i (jMjj^s^ 
Ujor ^ ^'o 41^"? (^ (^1 Ciij£=^ c^Ikw.^-)J 

cKi^ Oo^^iAX^ Lj-MjnKJ <X^ Qj<M.i«C^ 

olyii ^ 

Os^wJ aJI^I 

^ Ou^' Ajlsr^yo ^^3:^ 

jl 1^ ^j<A^fj«Xi^ ^ Jc^ 

u^naJ^ ^^ 1 x ^0 L« 

|/*J ^ 

o' <^*;f^ »*^jJ^ jU 

«3^ <yj\j^ OiVy^ CjUIX^ '^JijJaj tJ~yC 
jjfs^ Liil^’ ^ BcXiUe jL;<i J' 

f* o-» J (,^|j 05^ 0^‘“^iJ A/w^^ etXji* 
qUI:^ '-^I^ Jj jcXxiiJ^ 

o|j^* aA^ 
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AN HEMISTICH. 

• tlie rofes were plundered, and the thorns only 
remained. 

Then the refentm^ent oaufed by the nightingale 
broke out in the breaft of the gardener, he fet 
a* deceitful * fpringc ^ in^ his way, and having 
caught him with the bait of treachery, he con- 
jSned him in the prifon of a cage. The dif- 
hcartened iTightingale opened his mouth, like a 
parrot, and faid. Oh, Sir, for what caufe haft 
thou imprifoned me ? for what reafon haft thou 
refolved to diftrefs me ? if thou formeft the de- 
lire’of hearing my fongs, my own neft is in thy 
garden, where in the morning thy bower fhall 
be the houfe of my mulick j*b*ut if thou haft 
another idea, inform me of what thou haft in 
thy mind (an Arabick phrafe). 

The gardener faicf, Doft thou not know how 
thou haft fpoiled my fortune, and how often 
thou haft diftrelled me with the lofs of ‘my fai 
vorite rofe? it. is right that thy adlion ftiould be 
requited, and that thou being feparated from thy 
friends and family, and fecluded fron> all joy 
and diverlipns, fhouldft mourn itj^the Porj\er of 
a prifon j whilft 1, afflidted witfi thp anguifh gf 
iepafation from my darling flowfers, wcc'p in the 
cottage of care. 
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Ouwj j{j cxL© U c3^ • 

C-tXKKj^lj ^jU ^<3 Ld <3^ 

^jijcXJl c:'vaJ^ cJ^-i*-^ 

jlcXiLe (^cXj 

!;(^c^ y 

i^j^jj Jb». C^_jLw o'''**^‘ 

(^JJ!J »c)J<3^j£=^ tX-A-AjS=> 

Cy^tlXj ^ ^ Aj 

cXaj^ C^<^^r2? A^td 

cXyw^ A^!^> 

XJOs^T <yU^<3 y 

^ 7^^ (sS^y^ 

CL^litX^ ^1 (^Uw^^l Iji^ c3^ 

y<3 d£=s ylc>j CA ^=st cXjIj 
^ C:^l AjIxj ( ^c^Ixwvkj! 
CkiJSj OT” ^JJ3 Ci^ 

c |C l ciiAX^ cioU Ou)^(3 4_)>>Jj 
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A DISTICH OF HAFIZ. 

Mourn, O nightingale ! if with me thou re^ 
gretteft the lofs of jhy frienS, for we are two 
mournful lovers, aiid our employment is 
weeping. 

The nightingale faid^ Depart from that refolu- 
tion, and confider, that if I am imprifoned for 
fuch an offence as tearing a rofe, what will be 

thy punifhmtjnt if thou teareft a heart afundey? 

• 

VERSES, 

He that formed the iky by exa61: meafure, 
knows the right rewards for good and evil ; 
whoever does well, good will come to himj 
and if he docs ill, evil will attend him. 

This difcourfc taking effecfl upon the heart 
of the gardener, he fet the nightingale at Ut 
berty. The bird tuned his voice in his free 
date, and faid, Since thou haft done me this fer- 
vice according, to the fentence (in the ^^coran)," 
Is there any recompenfe for benefits, hut bene- 
fits? it is fleceffary to,reward thee for it. Know, 
that under the tree where thou ftandeft there is 
a coffer full of gold j take it, and fpehd it to 
fupply thy wants.’ 

The gardener fearched the place, and found 
|he words of the nightingale to be true ; he then ‘ 
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!iy ajUsT a/ «. 
jj c^iy' (J-jJj (^(JjiX! idTli. jjj ^ 


aS^ Aa»mjIcXj I^ I 


^JJaj joJi! \ '^jj Itil 

e 

o!>^' ^ 


J 


\jcj (_^ t 

^Ju ^ J tXiUc 

tXiUw^ 
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faid, O nightingale ! what a wonder it is, that 
thcai couldft fee the coffer of gold beneath the 
earth, and not difcover the fpringe upon the 
ground ! 

The nightingale faid, Doft thou not know 
that (an Arabick fentence) when fatt dcfcends, 
caution is Vain? 

AN HEMIS'riCH.. 

It is Jmpoffible to contend with fate. 

When the decrees of heaven are fulfilled, no 
light remains to the eye of underftanding, and 
neither prudence nor wifdom bring any advan- 
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OF VERSIFICATION. 


A HE modern Perfians borrowed their poetical 
meafures from the Arabr : they arc too various 
and complicated to be fully explained in this 
grammar j but when the learner c^ read the 
Perfian poetry with tolerable eafe^he may re- 
ceive further ioformatiefn from a treatife writ- 
ten profeliedly upon verlification by 
Vahidi, who was himfelf no contemptible poet. 

There are nineteen forts of metre which are 
ufed by. the Perfians, but the moft common of 


them arc^'a.^ iambick raeafurej^^sr^ 

or the trochaick meafurc, and js^ a 


metre that conlifts chiefly of thofe compounded 
feet which the ancients called 'EirirpiTs;, and 
which are compofed of iambick feet and fpon- 
dees alternately, as amatores fuellarum. In ly- 
rick poetry thefe verfes are generally of twelve 
or fixteen fyllables, as 


ojo «!oU 
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Bebul na | fel kakher [ seba zan tur j re 
bucfliayed 

Zi jadi zul I fi tnufhklneib j chi tab uftad | 
u der dllha. • 


When the zephyr diiperfes the fragrance of 
thofe mulky locks, what ardent delire in- 
flames the hearts ^jf thy ^admirers t 

, They fometimes conlift of fourteen fyllables in 
this form," 

as 

0^1^ aXj oJjiA OoltXii. 

_ • ^ • 

Ta ghunche | ekhendanet ^ devlet be j kc 
khahed dad , 

AT fhakhi | giill i;ana | ez behfri [ ke miruyl 


Ah ! to whom will the fmtling rofe bud of thy 
lips give delight? O fweet braqch of a tender 
plant! for whole ufe doft thou grow? 

or in this. 
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Gofhem he | me her kuli | ney u nagrttS j ti 
chengueft 

Cheihmem he ,! me her lali | to u gherde | 
fhi jimeft 

My ear is continually intent upon the melody of 
the pipe, and the foft notes of the lute : my 
eye is continually fixed, upon thy rubied lip, 
and the circling cup. 


This kind of meafurc is not unlijce'that which 
Sappho ufes in thofe elegant lines quoted by 
Hephertion, 

PAbXfta aaf£§, cvtoi SvmfjLOCt k^sksiv 'i'ov ttrlov 
IlaSo; maiSog *A(ppo$irxv, 


which he fcans thus, 

1 

TKvksix fjix I rsf, evtot I vxpixt KpSKSiv I rof Itrlov 
IloSw Sxp,si I (Tfic wxihs /3^a ) ^ivav Si 'A | (p^ohrxv. 

Other lyriek”^ yerfes contain thirteen lyllables in 
this form. 


as 


\V. A ill A ..V. .1 , 9.^ ^ A tfw 


'TT' 


Seba be teh, | neltl peer | i melforofli | amed 
. Kemusiml |i.tarbu ellh | u nazu^nolh | amed 

The zephyr comes to congratulate the old 
keeper of the banquet-houfe, that the feaibn 
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of mirth, joy, wantonnefs, and wine is 
coming. 


or. 


as 




r--i 


L,u^ ji^ jr 

1_^Lc scAIjA ^ ^ 

Seba belutf j bogou an | gazali ra j nari 
Ke ser becSuh | va byaban j to dadel j maiu 

This couplet has been tranflated in another part 
of the grammar. See p. 274. 


The Perfians fometimes ufe a meafure con- 
fifting of trochees and fpondees alternately, like 
thefe verfes of Catullus and Afiftophanes, 

Cras amet qui nunquam amavit*, quique amavit 
eras amet. 

'Or*; ra; "ASijva; Bouev, 

thus Hafiz, 


J 

Aber fizari ber Amed badi neuruzi vazeed 


The vernal clouds appear, the gales of the 
pleafa^nt feafon breathe.^ 

But* the moft common Perfian verfe contains 
eleven fyllables, as 
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^;^l; (Sj^ 


Cbunkeh gul reft va guliftan derguzefht 
Neflienvi zan pes zebulbul ferguzefht 


When tlie rofes wither, 'and the bower lofes its 
fweetnefs, you have no longer the tale of the 
nightingale. 

In this laft mcafure are written all the great 
Perfian poems, whether upon hcToIck or moral 
fubjedis, as the works of Ferdufi, and of J^mi, 
the Boftan of Sadi, and the Mefnavi of the ex- 
cellent Geldleddin. This fort of verfe anfwers 
to our common heroick rhyme, which was 
brought to fo high a degree of perfedtion by 
Pope, and whicfi the Englilhpoets ivill dowcll 
to retain, inftead of adopting the lefs harmonious 
meafures o/'Othcr nations. 

I have dvvelt the longer upon the different 
forts of verfe ufed in Perlia, becaufe there are 
/ew books or even common letters written in 
the Perfian language, which are not interfperfed 
with fragments of poetry; and becaufe all the 
Perfian verfes muft be read according to the 
paufes pf fcanfion : thus the following elegant 
couplet guotdd by Meninfki, 
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t 

. ^ 

muft be pronounced* 

Tebader che j*ne her taree [ buved zulfce | 
tcra iad cheen 

Ke fazee ber [ guiee’furpe | zefumbul pu | 
de cheen ber cheen 

with a ftrong -accent upon every fourth fyilablej 
and it may here be oblerved, that the Perfians, 
like the French, ufually accent the hA fyllablcs 
of their words. 

As to their profody, nothing-can be more eafy 
and limple j- their vowels I dif,^ van, and ^ 
ya are long by nature j the points, which they 
commonly funpia-fs, are naturally Ihort ; and 
evejy Ihort fy lable that ends with, a confonant 
is long by pofition .1 as Shiraz, 

sumbul, dehaa, se nen : but the 

Perlians, like other poets, have many licences ; 
they often add' a fliort vowel which does not 
properly belong to the word, as in the firft ode 
of Hafiz, 

eiUol veil aftadu mufhkilha, 
and L*e ciija dSnfindi hall mar 

They alfo ftiorten fome long fylkbles at plea<<. 
fure by omitting the vowels I elif, j vau, and 
vox., nr. ' X ■ 
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ya; thus bcerun, which is a fpondee, 

becomes an iambick foot when it is written 
berun : in the fame manner is ufed 
for^^£^^ and for Theomifllon 

of I elif is more common; fo ^ is put for jh, 
and for ^jULsI, as in this beautiful 

couplet. 


“ Call for wine, and fcatter flowers around ; 
“ vyhat favour canll thou expedt from for- 
“ tune ?” fo fpake the rofe this morning; O 
nightingale ! what fayeft thou to her maxim ? 

f 

In which lines ^jUJiA^s'is ufed for 

pedding Jiowers, and iSjsd** for tKjjsd** the 
'morning. 

I lhall clofe this fedion with fome examples 
of Perfian verfes from the^ or hemijiich, 

to the or ode, which differs from the oiA-y*o 

or elegy in nothing but the number of the dif- 
tichs, of which the ode feldom contains fewer 
tflskn five, and the elegy feldom fewer 'than 
tyventy. I fhall not fet down thefe examples 
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at random, but ihall feledt fuch as are remark- 
able, for beauty of fentiment or delicacy of ex- 
preffion. 


an hemistich. 

cXaAS’^ ;JsSb 

He that plants thorns wilf not gather rofes. 


UUaj a distich* 

V (Sjj 

The caravan is departed, and thou fleepeft j the 
defert lies before thee ; whither* wilt thou 
go ? of whom wilt thou alk the way ? what 
wilt thou do? how wilt thou exift ? 


0 

A TETRASTICH. 


ocXa^ 




<S^f=> ^y. jj 

Aaj! iJ' ^ 

y j t i/”*^ 


X 2 
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At the time that the dawn appears, doft thou 
know for what reafon the bird of the morning 
complains ? He fays, that it is fhown in the 
mirror of the <iay, that ^ whole night of thy 
life is palTed, while thou art loft in indolence. 


Another. 


(Jobu OCi^j I 


c;-*'**^ ^ c.--cs>.Ly J 


Doft thou defire to be free from forrow and 
pain ? hear a maxim more valuable than a 
precious gem": Defpife not thine enemy, 
though he t)e diftrefledj and truft not thy 
friend, if he be proud and malevolent. 

In all the Perfian elegies and odes the two 
firft hemiftichs havq ,the fame rhyme, which is 
-continued through the w'hole poem at the end 
of every' diftich. A Ihort piece of poetry, in 
which the two firft lines do not rhyme together, 
is called Axl-aj' a fragment ;'as’ this diegant fable 
of Sadi on the advantages of good company: 
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C U ^ dj' 

jj a/' 

(Jw> IXi^aj 
(J^ Ij (^'0>^ 

dS' 0^^ Or* ^ 


•One day, as I was in the bath, a friend of mine 
put into my hand a piece of fcented clay*. 
I took it, and faid to’it, “ Art thou mulk or 
“ ambergris? for I am charmed with thyde- 
“ lightful fcent.” It anfwered, I was a 
“ defpicable piece of clayj but I was fome 
“ time in the company qf. the rofe; the 
“ fweet* quality of my companion was com- 
“ municated to me j otherwife I fhould have 
been only a piece of earth,’ »s I appear 
“ to be.” 


When both lines of each couplet rhyme to- 
gether through a whole compofition, it, is called 
as in the following examples,: 


1 CivMj f 

* (Js-> ghiUkhofliMi, a’kindof M»ft(fO?wc/«y, 

which the Perfiana perfume with eflence of rofa, and ule in the 
baths inllead of fbap. 
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{z}^ J O'UM 

I 


*_J 


Such is the nature of inconftant, fortune, neither 
her mildnefs nor her violence are of long 
duration : fhe exalts no One whom fhe does not 
at laft opprefs ; for fhe is light irl her affedf- 
ion, but moft har^ in her hatred. 


u> 

dSSit ^ 

^ oIlXj 


The happy * Feridun was not an angel; he 
was not formed of mulk or ambergris,. He 
gained his reputation byjuflice and liberality; 
be ‘thou, juft and liberal, and thou wilt be a 
Feridun. 




* An ancient king of Ptrfia, highly celebrated for his eminent 
Virtues, The learned and excellent d’Herbelot has made a njiftake 
in his tranflation of thefe lines (fee the article Farrakh in his Bib- 

' , ' ' cu 

liotheque Orientale) for not recollefting the fenfe'of happy, 

he made a proper name of it, and^ tells us that Farrakh was a man 
whom the Perhans confidCr as a per fe6l model of jullice and mag- 
nanimity. 
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c\icSLASlj«3 


^ I * 

^Jjf 

^ JJ <3lt^ ^ ^jiiC^LXXuAjiM 

^iinj ^ I ^1 ClAjc3csiik 


.,L^ jl 

j ^il>A^sj fj>^ 


ijrj^y J 


Li 




There was an afFeftionate and amiable youth, 
who was betrothed to a beautiful girl. I 
have read, that as they were failing in the 
great fea, they fell together iftto a whirlpool. 
When a mariner went to the youAg man that 
he 'might catch his hand, and fave him from 
perifhing in that unhap^pyjundlure; he called 
aloud, and , pointed to his miftrefs from the 
midfl of the waves j Leave me^ and take 
“the hand of my beloved.” The whole 
world admired him for that fpeech ; and 
when he was expiring he wa§, heard tc\ fay; 
“ Learn n6t the tale of love from, that wretcJi 
“. who forgets his beloved in the hour of 
“ danger.’ 
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;?is 

Thefe examples will, I hope, be fufficient to 
undeceive thofe who think that the Afiatick 
poetry confifts merely in lofty figures and flowery 
defcriptions. There is fcarce a leflhn of mora- 
lity or a tender fentin;ent in any European lan- 
guage, to which a parallel may not be brought 
from the poets of Alia. The verfes of eleven 
fyllables, which are uftd^in the great Perfian 
poems, always rhyme together in couplets. It 
is unnecelTary in this fedion to give an example 
of the Perfian or elegy, as it differs only 

in its length from the or ode, except that 
the Gaflideh often turns upon lofty fubjeds, and 
the Gazal comprifes for the moft part the praifes 
of love and merriment, like the lighter odes 
of Horace and Anacreon. The moft elegant 
compofers of thefc odes are ^(j^’Jamj and 

lasb*. Hafiz, each of whom has left an ample 
colledion of his Ivrick poems. I may confi- 
dently affirm that few odes of the Greeks or 
Romans upon fimilaf fubjeds are more finely 
polifhed ^han the longs of thefe Perfian poets : 
they want .only a reader that can fee them in 
their original drefs, and feel .their beauties with- 
out the difadvantage of a tranflation. I fhall 
tranforibe the fifft ode of Hafiz that offers itfelf, 
put of near thrde hundred that I have para- 
phrafed : \vhen the learner is able to underftand 
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tlie images and allufions in the Perfian poems, 
he will fee a reafon in every line why they can- 
not be tranflated literally into any European 
language. 


• cX^LaJ OtiU 


ounUj 

tXiUJ (j^j:LJ\JS'j y*^ 

w w • ' 

Civwjolw^jji. (3-« ^ (3"”^ 

cXmjLJ (ji^ ^4? 

• •• 

^cXJu C>um(3 aX (jiju 

cX)^L^ (*3*^ 

IV * 

4d9l^ CivNw^pAsf^ cJOu 

cXiU; yi^ ^UJ ^ Jl 


The rofe is not fweet without the che^ of my 
beloved; .the Ipring is not .Tweet without 
wine. 


The borders of the bower, and the walks of the 
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garden, are not pleafant without the notes of 
the nightingale ^ 

The motion of the dancing cyprcfs and of the 
waving flowers is not agreeable without a 
miftrefs»whofe cheeks are like tulips. 

» 

The prefence of a damfel with fweet lips and a 
rofy complexion is not delightful without 
kilfes and dalliance. 

The rofe-garden and the w'ine are fweet, but 
they are not really charming without the 
company of my beloved. 

All the pidtures that the hand of art can devilc 
are not agreGa,ble without the brighter hues 
of a beautiful girl. 

Thy life, O Hafiz, is a trifling piece of money, 
it is not valuable enough to be thrown away 
at our feaft. 

The laft diftich alludes to the Afiatick cuftom 
of throwing money among the guefts at a bridal 
feaft, or upon any other ^jttraordinary occa- 
fion; the Perfians call this money^Uj nisar, 
and him who .polledls it nisar checn. 

* I fliall coaciude this grammar with a tranfla- 
tion of the ode quoted in the fedlion upon, the 
Pcrfian letters; fee p. 19b’. 
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If that lovely maid of Shiraz would accept my 
Ijeart, I would give for the mole on her cheek 
the cities, of Samarcand 'an^ Bokhara. 

Boy, bring me the wine that remains, for thou 
wilt not find in paradife the fwest banks of 
our Rocjiabad, or the rofy bovvers of our 
Mofcll^. 

• Alas ! thefe wanton nymphs, thefe fair deceivers, 
whofe beauty raifes a’ tumult in our city, rob 
my heart of reft and •patience, like the Turks 
that are feizing their plunder. 

Yef the charms of our darlings have no need of 
our imperfedt love j what occafion has a face 
naturally lovely for perfumfts^ paint, and ar- 
tificial ornaments ? 

Talk to me of the fingers, and oi’ wine, and 
feek not to difclofe the fecrets of futurity ; 
for no one, however wife, ever has difeovered, 
or ever will difeover them. 

I can eafily conceive how the inchaating beau- 
ties of Jofeph affeefted Zoleikha fo deeply, 
that her love tore the veil of her ch^ftity. 

Attend, O my fdiil ! to prudont c^)ufifcls ; for 
youths of a good difpolition love the advice 
of the aged better than their own fouls. 
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Thou haft fpokcn ill of mej yet litas ncA'of- 
fended; may Heaven forgive Aeel thoti haft 
fpoken well: but do bitter |vdeds become a 
lip like a ruby, which ov.ght to filed nothing 
but fweetncfs? 

O Hafiz! when thou compofeft verfes, thou 
feemeft to make a ftring of pearls; come, 
fing them fweetly; for Heaven feems to have 
filed on thy poetry the clearnefs and beauty 
of the Pleiads. 

c 

The wildnefs and fimplicity of this Perfiaa 
fong pleafed me fo much, that I have attempted 
to tranflate it in ''erfe; the reader will excufe 
the fingularity of the meafure which I have 
ufed, if he confiders the difficulty of bringing 
fo many eaftern proper names into our ftanzas. 

i have end.eavourcd, as far as I was able, to 
give my tranflation the eafy turn of the origi- 
nal ; and I have, as nearly as po^ble, imitated 
the cadence and accent of the Perfian meafure j 
from which eveiy reader, who underftands mu- 
fick, will perceive that the Afiatick numbers 
are capable of as regular a rpelody as afiy air in 
Metaftalio. 


A PERSIAN song; 

Sweet maid, if thou wouldft charm my fight, 
And^bid thefe arms thy neck infold ; 
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Hiat rofyi cheek, that lily hand 
Would give thy poet more delight 
'i'han all Bokhara’s vaunted gold. 

Than all the gem^ of Samarcand. 

Boy, let yori * liquid ruby 
And bid thy penfive heart be glad, 

Whate’er the frowning zealots fay: 

Tell them their Eden cannot Ihow 
A ftream fo clear as Rocnabad, 

A bow’r fo <fwcet as Mofellay. 

Oh ! when thefe fair, perfidious maids, 
Whofe eyes our fecret haunts infeft, 

•Their dear deftruftive charms difplay. 

Each glance my tender bread invades, 

And robs my wounded foukdf.reft, 

As Tarlars feize their deftin’d prey. 

In vain with love our bofoms glow; 

C^n all our tears,* can all our fighs 
yew luftre to thofe charms impart? 

Can cheeks where living rofes blow, . 

Where nattire ff: reads her richeft dites, 
Require the borrow’d glofs of art? 

Speak not of fate — ah ! change the theme. 
And talk of odours, talk of wine, 

a melted ruby is a common periphr^ for 
wine jin P«r£aii poeUy. See ode 22. 
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Talk of the flowers that round us bloom : 
’Tis all a cloud, ^tis all a dream; 

To love and jo)^ thy thoughts confine. 
Nor hope to pierce the ficred^loom. 

Beauty has fuch refiftlefs powV, 

That ev’n the chafte Egyptian dame’^'" 
Sigh’d for the blooming Hebrew boy: 

For her how fatal was the hour, 

When to the banks of Nil us came 
"f A you>th fo lovely and lb coy'! 

But ah ! fweet maid, my counfel hear; 
(Youth fliould attend, when thofe advife 
Whom long experience renders fage*). 
While mufick charms the ravifh’d ear. 
While fparkhn^ cups delight our eyes. 

Be gay; and fcorn the frowns of age. 

What cruel anfwer have I heard! 

And yet, by heav’n, I loVe thee ftill: 

Can aught be cruel from thy lip? 

Yet fay, how fell that bitter word 
From Tips which ftreams of fweetnefs fill. 
Which nought but drops of honey fip? 

Go boldly forth, my fimplc lay, 

WIiofe accents flow with articfs caie. 


* Z.)Ieikha, Potlphar’d wife, 
f Jofepb, called by Pcrfiatis and Arabians Jufuf. 
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Like orient pearls at random* ftrung; 

Thy notes are fweet, the damfels fay. 

But, oh, far fweeter, if they pleafe 

The nymph.for whom thefe notes are fung ! 


rND OF THE grammar ! 



A CATALOGUE 


OF 

THE MOST VALUABLE BOOKS 

IN 

THE PERSIAN LANGUAGE. 

Oxf. The Publick Libraries at Oxford. 
Par. The Royal Library at Paris. 
Lond. The Eritifli Mafeum at London. 
Priv. The Collcdtions of private Men. 


ailSTORY. 

sLii cXjl^:L LLwail 

The garden tf purity, by Mirkhond.— A general 
hiftory of Perfia in fcveral large volumes. 
Oxf. Priv. 

The hiftory of the life of Sultan Acber, by the 
learned and elegant Abu Fazl. Oif. 

A defcrlption oft the Indian empire, written by 
the ^dcr of Sultan Acber by a fociety of 
^ilftttfmen.— A tranflation of this book would 
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he extremely ufeful to the European compa- 
ni^is that trade in India, as it contains a full 
account of every province anid city in the do- 
ininions of the Mt3gul, of his revenues and 
expences, both^in peace and war, and of all 
the cuftoms and ceremonies in his palace; 
•together with a defeription of the natural 
produdlions of his empire.* OxJ'. , 

T^e aHions of Sultan Briber-^ written either by 
himfelf, or under his infpeftion. — This book 
contains a minute account of that prince's 
wars, and a natural hiftory eff his dominions. 
Oxf\ 

^he hijiory of Cajhmir, by a nafive of that ex- 
traordinary country. — A very curious and en- 
terfaining work. Oxf 

The hiftory of the lives of the Perfian kings, 
from tlie head of»the Sefi family to the death 
of Abbas the Cruel, improperly cabled the 
Great. Okf . , 

The feleSi chronick , — This work is an excellent 

VOL. III. y* 
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hiftory of Perfia, and has been tranflatcd into 
Arabick and Turkifh. O f. 

A fljort hiftory of Perfia* io one vol ’rr ^ b 
Khandemir, a learned and agreeable 
Oxf. 

7be heart of hiJlories.—^A copioij« hiftory of the 
Perfian empire, written in the middle of the 
fixteentli century by Abdallatif, a native of 
Cazvin. 

The book of viSijfry . — A hiftory of the life of 
Timur, commonly called Taticrlane, written 
in a moft beautiful and elegant ftyle. 

I 

An account of the lives of the Perfian poets, by 
Devletftiah of Samarcand. Par. 

The hiftory q^' the life of Nadw Shah, king of 
Perfia, written by Mirza Mahadi, and tran- 
fiatqd into French by the author of this 


oImJ '^JuSjol} ^ jxAJ 
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Shah Namch. A collcftion of heroick poems 
on the ancient hiftories of Perfia, 6y Ferdufi. 
See the Treatife on Oriental Poetry, in Vol. 
Vlir. Oxf. Privl 

The works of Khakatu, a fublime and Ipirited 
poet. Oxf. Priv. 

Iculsfe 

The odes of Hafiz: fee the treatife above-men- 
tioned. Lond, Oxf. Par ,' . Priv. 


(^cXXm 

The works of Sadi; containing.^^KwJL^or the 
bed of rofes^ or the gardevt and 

v::jbLyA.« or the rays of. light. The two firft 
oT thefe excellent books are very comnxon*; 
but I have jnot feen the laft : they are all upon 
moral fubje^s, and are written with all 
elegance of the Perfian language. Oxf 


The works of Ahli; cdntainkig^ 

lawful magkit « poem. 

V 2. 
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«3uU J the taper and the rnoth^ a poem* 

cXjIao? a book of elegies ^ 

h book of 0 da. 


rj j the loves of fofeph and Zu-- 


The works of Jami; containing, among others, 
JO I the abain (f gold^ a poem ill 

three books, 

^ Selman and Ahfaf a tale. 

< 3 UoU^O»iAjClg the life *of Alexa?fde?\ 

13 =^ 5 . 

leica^ a very beautiful poem 

j C5^ /cj'urr ^ Leila and MegenuJt 

^ ttolleSlion of odes . . 
manfon of the fprmg.^ 
iisxsssd the gift of the noble. 

■ j\j}^\ the manners of the jujl. 

A book of elegant odes, by Mir Chofru, 


Oxf. 


Oxf. 


• 

A pbctical work called Mefnavi, jipon feveral 
' fubjeds, ‘ of religion,^ hiftory, morality, and 
politicks ; compofed By Gelaleddin, furnamed 
. Rtitniw — This poem is greatly admired in 
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Perfia, and it really deferves admiration, Oxf. 
J^riv. 

The poems of Anv:iri, which are quoted by 
Sadi in his Guliftan, and are much elteemed 
in the Eaft. 


The works of^Vezainij'containing lix poems: 
j \ ^1 the'fecrets of lovers. 

the /even faces. 

j j ) the loves of Chofru and Shirtn. 
the Ife of Alexander, 
j and*Megenun, a tale. 

the treafure of fccrets. Land, 

I'riv. 


tX*.J 


Pcndnania, a book of moral fentcnces, not 
unlike thofc of Theogenis in Greek, by 

* (j-JcXJItXj J Ferideddin Attar. Land. 
~'0xf ^ 

Tbp works of Catebi,*containihg five poems; 


I jmStion of two feau 
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ujU 5O the ten chapter t. 

j beauty and love. 

^ tbe conqueror and triumpher. 
j ^ Baharam and 

Gulendam. 

There are many more hiftories and poems 

written in Perfian : but thofe aboveTmentioned 
* ^ 

are the moft celebrated in Afia. The poets of 
the fecond clafs were Roudcki, who 

tranllated Tilpai’s fables into verfe; 

Reftiidi, who wrote an art of poetry called 

the incbanted gardens i 

Ahihedi, who compofed an hcroick poem on 
the aflions of Tamerlane : not to mention a 
great number, of 'slegiack and lyrick poets, wh« 
are very little known in Europe. 


PHILOSOPHY. 

The light of Soleil or Canopus. — A veiy ele- 
gant paraphrafe of Pilpai% tales and fables, by 
Cafheft. Oxf. 

The touchftonc of learning; a more fimple 
traniktion of Pilpai, by Abu Fazl. Oxf, 
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jjj 

The Perfian tales of a thou&nd and one days, 
tranilated into French by Petit de la Croist. 

***** • 

Negariddn t&e gallery of piSlureSy by Joulni.— - 
A mifcellaneous wcyk upon moral fubje£ls, 
in profe and verfe. There is a beautiful copy 
of this book in the Bodleian library at Ox- 
ford. Marjh ^97* 

A iyftem of natural philofophy, by Isfahani. 
Oxf. 

The natural hiftory of precious ftones. Oxf. 

There are many books in,Perfiaa upon Geo- 
metsy. Algebra, ATflronomy, Mechanicks, Lo- 
gick, Rhetorick, and Phyfick ; all which de- 
ferve to be read and fludied by the Europeans. 
The Perfiani are very fond of elega’nt manu- 
fcripts all their favourite works ale generally 
written upon fine filky gaper, theground.of which 
is often powdered with gold or filvenduft: the 
two firft leaves arc commonly/iljumioated, and 
the whole book is Ibmetimes perfumed with 
eflcnce of rofes or fandal wood. The poem of 
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Jofeph and Zuleica in the publick library at 
Oxford is, perhaps, the moft beautiful manu- 
fcript in the world : the margins of every page 
are gilt and adorned with, garlands of flowers ; 
and the hand writing is elegant to the higheft 
decree: k is in tiie poileftion of the learned 
Greaves, 1. The ji^fiaticks have many ad- 
vantages in writing : their ink is extremely 
black, and never lofes its colour ; the Egyptian 
reeds with whi’h they write, are formed to 
make the fineJl flrokes and flouriihes; and their 
letters run fo eaflly in'o one another, that they 
can write fafter than any other nation. It i.> 
not ftrange, therefore, that they prefer their 
manuferipts to our befl: printed books ; and if 
they lliouid evet adopt the art of printing, in 
order to promote the general circulation of 
learning, they will Itill do right to prefervo 
their claflicul works in mamifcript. 

I fliall conclude with a Perfian ode in three 
Afiatick hands, and fliall add a few remarks 
upon each of them. 


I. 

NISKHL 

This is the only form of writing that we can 
ipaitate exaftly by our types; it is the hand of 
the Arabians, w’ho inveilted the charadlers and 
jt mufl, therefore, be learned before we attempt 
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to read the other hands : it is frequently ufed 
by the Perfians, and the hiftory of Nader Shah 
was written in it. 


11 . 

TALIK. 

This beaaitiful hand may eafily be read by 

Europeans, if they undtrftafid the Perfian lan* 

guagej and if they do not, what will it avail 

'them to read it? In this form of writing the 

ftrokes are extremely fine, and the inltial'letters 

j j j are fotnetimes fcarcely perceptible. The 

charafters are the fame with thole ufed ia 

printing, except that (jm and ^ are often ex«» 

prefied by a long ftroke of the reed, as in the 

third word of the fecond line, .which anfwers to 

there are alfo t\yo examples of this in 
•• • 
the third line. As the Pcrfijflis always, write 

their lines of an equal length, they*are obliged 

to plice their words in a very irregular manner; 

if the line he too Ihort, "they lengthen it by a 

fine ftroke of^ the reed ; if too long, they write 

the words one above another. In the Perfian 

poems the tranferibers place both members of 

a couplet on the fame line, and not *the firft 

above the fecond, as we do: a JPerfian would 

♦ , • 

write the following verfes in thiswdef, 

ravijloed ears The monarch hear^f 

times the god\ AffeSls to np^. 
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It muft be confefledy that this irregularity in 
writing, joined to the confufion of the diacriti- 
cal points, which are often placed at random, 
and fometimes omitted, makes it very difficult 
to read the Perfian manufcripts, till the lan- 
guage becomes familiar to us j but this difficulty, 
like all others in the world, will ,he infenhbly 
furmounted by the. habit of induftry and perfe- 
verance, without which no great delign was 
ever accompliffied, 

iir. 

SHEKESTEH. 

In this inelegant hand all order and analogy 
arc neglected j the points which diftinguiih 
from cJ>, ^ from and i-j from and 

&c. are for the moft part omitted, and thefe 
feven letters, I 'O connefted with 

riiofe that follow them in a moft irregular man- 
ner. This is, certainly, a conftderable difficulty, 
which muft be furmounted before the learner 
'can tfanftate an Indian letter: but I am per- 
fuaded, that thofe who chiefly complain of it 
have another difficulty ftill greater, which is 
their itnperfeft knowledge of the language. 
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NISKHI. 

JI 

a}^ j\^ 0-!^lc ^.j 

aJXT' oa ga4- > j i JsjSs, ^,^* 

cxn^ jr ji 

^T aJ u-ui 

tXj|^ aJLj; tX«2^ Ay*" 

^ jtA cwfc ^ K:lj^ 

aJU j \^ 

Ir^J^ i^jJ ^^^JXj LS^ 

vXll^ A^'ciyyJ Jl^ 

(^_j!0^ A:^ t^Cli ^J]J:LCiyj 

tXj^ ‘^1,?^^=:! A^ac c5ao c:JXy^ aC^ 
Josb^ 4^ cUJj. 

aJJ^I Owj (jiiLXJl^s?* vifUj,' 




ADVERTISEMEN'i’. 


The following’ Inciex will be found, it is 
hoped, of confiderable ufe to learners, to thofe 
in particular who are ubprowided with diftiona- 
ries; lince it is not only intended as a literal al- 
phabetical explanation and analyfis of the ex- 
tradls and authorities from the vafio’us writers 
interfperfed through the Grammar, but as a vo- 
cabulary it may be employed to advantage, by 
imprinting on the memory a number of ufeful 
words. 

It may not be improper, howe\icr, to inform 
thofe xVho* have made but litt'c progrefs in this 
language, that, in cpnfulting ‘any didionary, 
there are a variety of infeparable p^i'ticies pre- 
fixed ’and annexed to words, which mufl: be 
analyfed or feparated before* the meaning can be 
found : for exaniple, 

. which literally fignifies to dejire is, 

muft not be looked for under the letter j but 
under f, the j prefixod being the infeparable 
prepofition for, to, in, irapljiipg dcfire^ 

and (for the third '|leff«n prefent of 

(^0^ to be. 

It is unneceflary to multiply examples, but it 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


will fave the learner much trouble if he keep 
in mind, that the principal of thefe prefixed 
particles are, 

Jl the Arabick particle t&e. 

j (or before words beginning with I) the 

charadleriftick of the firft future, and fometimes 
of the imperative* 

or j the prepolition w, to,for^ tSc. 

j prefixed fometimes by way of pleonafm, 
to which no tranflatlon can give any precife 
meaning. 

(j 

^ ^ 'Without, 

j (for j\) from, •with, by, &c. 

y ' (for a/) '■which, what. 

J. or charaflcrifticks of the pre* 

fent tenfe. — Thefe charadterifticks of the pre- 
fent are frequently omitted by the Perfian au- 
thors. 

(or before words beginning with f) 
the negative prefixed to imperatives. 

aJ or j (or before words beginning with 
I) the general negative prefixed to all other 
tenles*. 

* Notwilh (landing the above obfervations, which will fave the 
learner fome jyirplekity in confulling di6lionaric8, many of the 
compounded words^ and fuch oblique teiifes as differ mod from their 
Infinitives^ are for his greater cafe and fatisfa6lion ioferted in this 
Indeit. 
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The particles which are commonly anncjad 
to .words are as follow: 


The p ilTeffive pronouns 
^ 1*1 or ^ mjf minei L* our. 

0 cjf or Caj thine. lyi. your. 

^hh, her, its. or their* 

the plural of nouns having reference to 
living creatures. 

• the plural of inanimate nouns. 

1 or Ij the poctick vocitive. 

\j the termination of the oblique cafes. 

OuKi the third perfon prefent of to be. 
is fometiiiies equivalent to our a or one ; 
and at other times after nouns •ending with I or 
f it marks that the following noyn is in the ge- 
nitive Cfife i and it is then equal to* our of. 

The Perfian writers make frequent, ufc of the 


contraded infinitive j when the learnqr therefore 


cannot find fiich words as hr in 



’**.* 'ITie A prefixed to fome woMs in the 
Index {hows tHat they are of Arabick ori- 
ginal . 




INDEX. 


v_^| Water, fountain: luftre. 
upon : a cloud. 

UJ 

A_j] j}\ pi. of y the juft. 

*^iS3yV colour,^ paint, c^smp,. of lJT water and 
colour. 

A JL*jl Abfal, proper name^ 

A Abufazel (father of virtue) proper 

name. . 

A Abuleis (father of t,he Moa) proper 


name. . 

ol (annexed to words) thy. 
yi*i‘T fire. fiery. 

A yj \ a mark, imprcflion. 
to plant. 

A (-JiltXskI pi. of eCiOca. the eyes. 


A ^1^1 pi. of. y. the noble, free. 
A or ^jl^l^care, grief. 


A a prefent, favour, benefit. 

A Ahpied (moft worthy CJfi praiie) a pro^ 
per name; 

A pi’ of affairs, conditions j lecrets. 

to draw a Jword^ knife^ &c 
VOL, III. z - 
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A^LyiLl choice, liberty; prudence. 

A end, finally; another. 

A moderns - pofterity. 

A 1 Adam; a man: a meflengeri 
A Itil when. 

jitil the 9th Perfian month; vernal, 
fire. 

the province of Media. 

JT bringing, bring thon.^row * 
or IJT adorning, /row 
to adorn. 

^I_;! reft. 

HiJjl is worth, yrow 
may bring, ^row 
A oLijjl fafety, reftitude. 

Irem, name of a fabulous garden in the Eajl^ 
fuppofed to have been built by a king named 
Sheddad. 

Jl from. 

til jT he fets at liberty, 
liberty. 

j\j\ affli<fting,yrow 

to rebuke, afflid, wound, 
from that. 

h^Tjl thence. 

(jjIJI from ihUr 

j! hence. 



^^*1 say 

on account of. 

wherefore? why? 

Jl on account of. 
affli6teJ,yroa; 

whence. 

Uo) I experienced, *yroOT 

tefnptation, experience, 
to try, tempt, 
from amidft. 

ySjOjCj\ from. one another. 

to few together. . 

LJTlikc, refembling: appealing. 
yi»jU)T reft, />oth from 
I a horfe. 

A hearing, found. 

liftenefl. 

hj\y> 

heaven, 
to reft. 

( annexed to words) tb^Ir. 
ejCi! a tear. ’ 

clear, evident. 

(^Uiifriove, friendlhip, familiarity: Knowledge. 
v_j^l difturbing, /raw 
to diliurb. 
a neft. 

A ^\Jado\ confuiion, pain. 


pi. of y*, fecrets. 
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A pi. of parts, trafts. 

A equality, temperance. 

A tiUuCcI belief, faith. 

A great ; greater. 

Jlc! a beginning. 

A (jUflcI pi. of {^yat branches, 
to embrace. 

A jL^I pl> of rivals, jealouly. 

to cut. 

L^Uo \ the fun. 

or ajUuI a bottle; an ewer. 

# # • ^ 

to fall. 

exalting, from 

proper name. 
to inflarxie. 

inflaming, yroOT the above. 
(^cX^I to create. 

creating, yri?OT the above.. 

\f \ or C^l^l increaling, /row 
to increafe, 

\ incrqafing. 

I alas ! 

to fpeak idly, 
fprinklrng, Ihedding. 
to Ipririkle, ihed. 
to prefs. 
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throwing, 

(^JJL5ol to throw. 

A fups. 

A their cups. 

^ j\j>\ affirmation, confirmation. 

A I Akber (greater) proper name. 

a/1 or ol/l intelligent, vigilant; knowledge, 
if. though. 

( filling. ! to fill, 

now. 

( full. 

A the article the. 

A /I but, except. 

A cjLjJJI.efteem, refpeft. 

A gentlenefs, lenity. 

A mufical notes. 

A the mind.’ 

A ujiJI a thoufand. 

fprinkled, llained,yr:>«z 
to ftaih, fprinkle. 
a’ O God, heaven ; divine, 

A the Arab, article prefixed to tXi aid, 

ftrength, hand, &c. 

^1 (annexed to words J my, 

(jtiUI to prepare ; to iJe ready 
JUT preparing. 



.342 


A fecurity, mercy ; fincerity. 

he came j cpming. 

(j^X-Tr to approach : the approach. 
tXi ^ coming and going, 
to-day. 

to-night. 

to learn,' teach. 

{killed, teaching. 

, to mijr. 

«A^T hope. _^l^cX^I hopeful, 
a prince, noble. 

olii Mirkhond Ihah, proper name, 

from 

^^^he: that: tipie: now. 

(^UT* thofe. 

to fill 

A^\iaXj\ defire, expeftation. 

there, in that place. 

A and {lars. 

to throw, dart. 

JloJi throw ingj^rcm the above. 

Pjjdkjl within, 
little. 

tQ gain, gather, 
to befipear, 

j ^tXil gathering, gaining. 

(jiio<XJl thought, confideration. 
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jmjT thither. 

kXsI that which; he who. 

t or then, at that time, 

to think.* 

to cfxcite, raife. 
raifing, exciting. 

A jfjji Anvar (fplendor) proper name. 
l^’T thofe. 

a^L^'I pi. of ^ riverv 

or jf or j he, ftie, it: his, hers', its. 
himfelf, herfelf. 

JiJT a voice, found : fame. 

A'{jljrp/. of times. 

j[jj\ devouring, fwallowingj^row 
to devour. 
jJV bringing, from 
[jj\ him, her, it j tq him, &c: 

A pi- of v-Jyj leaves, 

to bring. 

a thpone: a manufadluring village, 

A ^Li^l pl.'of affairs, adtidns. 

A firft : the beginning. 

A forefathers, the ancients. 

to hang. ^ • 

A fkilful : endowed with,* pofleffed 'of ; 

'people. 

c:^yXL Jjil wife. 



% fawn. 

(^r coming i come ^o\i,from 
C^i or Ijil O ! JtgntoJ the voc. cafe. 

A ^lA times, days, />/. of ^ 
to {land. 

they: their. Ciyi*. thcmfelves. 

I JUfcjl them : to them. 

y ■■ ^ ' 

O Sir ! 

A the right hand, 

this. • qLjuI thefe. 

Lsr^l here, 

fo, thus, 
hither. 

Udjl behold. 
aJuI a mirror. ' 
l^AjI thefe. 
nature., 

j with ; in : to^ for. 
b with, poflefled of : fince. 
cjb a gate; a chapter. 

^b Baber, a proper name. 

^jJCi.,b to play., 

tiij win4, aif'} let it be. 

i»y zephyr; a gentle gale; the eaft or 
morning wind. 
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oi3b wine, 
jlj I load, baggage. 

Perfiaii. 

iSj^. once. •• 

JL> playing, play thou, ^/r. 

Jb again, anew. 

to with-hold. 
ocX^b a player j playing. 

.^jib being, be (hon, from 
U^b a baflidw, .governor. • 
tXiijb it may bej it may happen, yrow 0‘^ 
jjcA^b to fprinkle, difFufe. 

^b a garden, ^jbib a gardener. 

^^^b to weave : to tinge. 

A the reniaiiiderj permanent. 

fear, care. 

t_rb pure, chafte, clean. 

Jbjtj affectionate. , 
more pure. 

innocent, unblemiihed. 

• -/b beautiful, amiable, 
oj^b gentle, pure, lovely. 

a wing : an arm. 

.)Ib above, upwards. 

(jt^b to ftraii>. 

S>ltXs)b in the morning, 
ot^b fifteen. 
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cXiajb five hundred, 
together. 

tXjb it is necefFaryjji^o/w 

^lt>jb permanent, yroOT (^b a foot, andj\c> the 
participle of to have. 

^jjoMjb to be neceflary. 
to accept. , 
he took or bore up. 

fear thoviy from 

he k'lffed, from T'be frst jt ap- 

pears to be redundant. 

AS?? {pi. (^tJes:^) an infant. 

for. 

metre : the fea. 

A the lambick meafure. 

A the Trochaick meafure. 

A a kind of verfe, confifting of lam- 

bicks and Spondees. 

A dual of jstd the two fcas. 

I;Ls?? Bokhara, name of a place. 
l•,J^3^?-to boil. 

. I may or can give, from 

* <% • gi 

to give. 

Ou bad. ^.Oo bad of me. 
to or for thefe. 
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know thou. I might hav« 

known, yVow 
otXj give thou,yr^w 
tXjtX» coiifpicuoufly, pablickly. 

(jOueTcXjtXj to become confpicuous, 

^Jvj accept! ng.yrsw 
to acc;pt. ' 

^ full. ^ the bofom ; upon upon thy 
bofom. carrying, rgviihing,j^c« •O'^ 
(jti to reft. 

I fliould reft. 
j> to afcend. 
iS^y becaufe. 

OuT^ arifes, comes, (^O^y 
lojy a harp, lute, 
a rav, fplendor.’ 
ji to rife, irife. 
to finilh, compofe. 
comppfing, completing. . 
he finifties, performs, 
to ratio, exalt. 
ijCy to bear, carry, lead. 
tXiO jj they carry off. 

01.^. a veil, tapeftry.' 

a chamberlain, porter. 



thou, aiking. 

<X*yj it arrives. 

above, on the top or^head. 
to aik. 

we have afked. 
he went away. 

a leaf j power j arms; ornament ; a mufi- 

cal inftrurnent. 
to fill. 

to return, recede, 
to afcend, mount. 
aJI^ a butterfly, moth. 

a protedtor, nourifhcr ; educating ; educate 
thou. 

to educate, nourilh. 
education, 
without, out of. 
together. 

to beware, abftain. 
jj abftinence, chaftity. 

^ an angel, fairy. 

ruinous,', difordered, fcattered. 
under, bfclow. 

to wither, decay. 



they will give \i^,from 

a garden: a breaft. 
to bind, fliut. 
a boy, child. 

^Ly*ij much, maiij^. 

it bloflbmecf. 


let us break. 

A fight : prudence. 

A JlhiJ lazy; a mifcreant. 

A (JJaj vain, fruitlefs. 
cXju after. (JTjl tXju afterwards. 
Lc^u 'Id perjhn, imperative from 
command, &c. 

is, to my dcfire. 

tX^LSo he Ihall dig, from . 

^iJsJo leave thou. 
jfj fay thou, fro?n 

A.O it lhall pj.{s, from 
but. 

A misfortune; without. 

A a country, region. 

(fjfj a nightingale. 
aXL but. 

^ tig®*". 

A yes. • . 

it {hall periih, fhm 
therefore. 
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JUj mourn thou.yrow 
five, olzsi^ fifty, 
the fifth. 

tXJu binding, compiling; bind thou. 
tXJu adv'ce, counfel. 

to fuppofe, think. 

(5cXJu can hmA,frotft 

a garden of violets. 

fhowed, Jrom : 1‘be j prefixed 

fieems to he redundant. 
to be. 

they wtre, from pt^ 
o«.^. a little branch, 
an excufe. 
a kifs. 

pUwg^ a garden. 

he kiffedj from 

to^hide, cover, conceaL 
^ an owl. to the owd. 

{.Sy, fragrance, fmell. 

tSy refe-feented. 

Aj good: in, into, 
jlgj the fpring. 

the manfion of the fpring, 

chearfelnefs. 

becaufe, for, on account of: all, every ■one: 
fortune ; pre-excellence. 
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^ Baharara (the planet Mars) proper name. 

the breaft, fide: near: the ancient Per- 
fian language. 

^ together, cfne with another, 
without. 

come thciUtfrom 

a defart: uncultivated, 

I ihall find, 
bring thou,yrsOT 
A white; hrightnefs. 

a cup. 
fearlefs. 

faithlefs, mercilefs. 
thou lhalt learn, 

A OiAj a houfe; a diftich. 

inconfiderate. 

irregular. 

without alfiftance. 
a root, orig;in. 
without a thorn. 
jk:s^- ignorant, 
to lift. 


to t^ke captive. 

OvAaxsc!^ falfe, faithlefs. 
openly: a difcovery. 



heartlefs, difconfolate. 
old ; an old man. 
adorning, collv^dting. 

to deck. 

without, out of doors, 
fliedding, lifting, yrow 
twenty. 

before; the front, 
innumerable, 
inconftant; afflidfed. 
ajLX^ new. ^ novelty, 

the face, form. 

<Ji^ an elephant, 
fear, danger, 
unequalled, 
to mcaf 


ure. 


leeingi- 

I may lee, both from (^cXjt3 
or I^XjM endlefs. 
helplefs# unfortunate, 
to join, touch, 
touching, joining, reaching. 


v;ij| or <zj ( annexed to •words ) thy. 
li* until, that, in order to. 



heat, flame i fplendor; ftrengthj deflire; a 
•fever } dontorfion. 

to caufe to fliine; 

I may tnth^ &cc. from 

to turn, Iwiftj.to {hine,make watmj to 
be able. . 

i.J'lXjij bright, Ihining. • 

to twift j haften ; wager. 

jjb obfeurityj a hairj a thread; the fummit. 

._ljb fpoil, prey," ruin. 

Cl ^ • 

obfeurity, darknefs. 


A a hiftory, chronicle. 

ClSl^^b dark. darkefi 

<^b frefli, new, young. 

more frelh, 6cc., 

^^^b to inflame, burn. 

A (jl«b confideration, fpeculatioiv 
Ly let alone, leave, relinquilh. 


A AJbs:'' a prefentj rare, clfe^nt. 

A jf:i03 prudence, advice j governmentij 
•larion. 

A v^3ci a record, obligation. 

^ moift, frefh. 

\y thee J to thee. . 

Aj\y harmony, modulation. 

A a tomb. 
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A order, regularity. 

feareft,yr<jOT 
to fear. 

thou mayeft fear. 

A pointing ; fliame, anguifli. 

A ^ beautiful man or woman ; a T urk j 

leaving, relinquifhing. 

correcting ; arranging. 

A ' compofitiop, invention. 

A aUI j^Lxi" or aUI omnipotent God. 

A hafte. 

A iwiuXxj' hanging, dependent } the moft ele- 
gant kind of Perfian hand-writing. 

A (JoLii' negligence : contempt. 

A relaxation, walkmgj contemplation, 

bitter; feverely. 

bitter in thc’ mouth. 

Ulyi- djveriion; a fpedacle, feeing. 

A full, perfect; completion, end: -com- 

pletely. 


A Uyj a with; fupplication. 
the .body, perfon. 
alone, only ; folitary. 
yi thou: thy. <3^ yi thyfelf. 
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it is poffible, Jrom 
A jkjjj repentance; cenveriion. 

to colleft; to pay debts. 

A congratulation. 

wretched, empty, naked, poor, 
an arrow: the river Tigris, 
lharp; violent, paffionatc. 
a fword. 

A (C S moifture. 

A the conftellation Pleiades. 

A precious; the eighth. 

law a place, 

jcSlaw an inchanter; inchantiog;. 

^law a remedy. 

ViXX^a fiflure; a breach^ 

(JjT to tear.^ 
j,law a cup, glafs; mirrori 
A,«taw a mantle, robe; bed. 

• 9 • 

a colledion. 

^^law* the foul ; a beautiful woman. 
<^Ul=w fouls ; friends ; lovers. 

/I A A 



delighting the fouL 

having life, an animal. 

A the forehead. 


A <Jcs» ftiidy, endeavour. 

which; wherefore, why? 

A {pi. a wound. 

fortune; the world, globe. 

Circaflia. 

A a crime. 

!i> or ^ except, unlcfs. 

to leap; to feek, examine, 
an eye. 
a fountain, 
to tafte, try. 

j,l I have tailed. 

A eXa:^ a curling lock. 

aJLx:^ a kind of mufical inftrument, a lyre, a 
lute. 

the heart. JjS heart-piercing, 
what doft thou do ? comp', of ^ (for a:^) 
what, and the 9.d perfon pref. of 
how ? what ? 


A Gelaleddin (the glory of reli- 

' gion) proper 'name. 
a (XX:^ a volume : the flpn. 

A t>eauty, elegancy. 



Gem (hid, proper name. 
colledion, a/Jembly, troops, 
a garden, meadow, 
verdarrt.plain^, meadows. 
^^Loa. in like manjier.^ 

in the fame way. 
aAjU:^ in this manner, ^thus. 

A or paradife. 

OJLss. how many ? 

V * • 

how often ? 
fairy land, 
a harp, lute. 

M'hen { or like, as, 

feek thpu, /ro/fl 
an anfwer. 

* I • • 

young ; a young man. 

^ .J l^ youth. 

A (P^' 9f jewels. 


OJ^ 


how ? when. 


when that. 

^ Jouirii, name of an author 

j^^^^;y::^thou mayeft feek,yro«» 
A!^ what, which. 

A:^ leapingj^o/// 

'* * 

fourteen, 
four hundred 



the fourth, 
the world. 

conqueror of the world, 
pofleffing the world. 

A diligence, folicitude. 


what ? OuM^ what is it ? 
he gathers, /rwt 

a:^ what doft thou feek ? 
6c^ what doft thou fay? 
China ; a ringlet. 

I may gather, from 


t 

A ncceiTlty ; poverty. 

A arriving ; completion ; harveft, pro- 

duce : profit. 

A JasLak Hafiz (a man of great tpemory) name 
of a poet. 

A condition, ftate : a thing: timeprefent. 

A LuJIik motion, adtion ; ftate. 

A (jiJ'.Aas. imprifoninent. 

A v«iu!oc». (pi. of Ajij(JcsJ) gardens. 

A eioeXsi. news ; an accident, 
caution. 

A exT" ^ motion : a vowel. 
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A envy, malevolence. 

A beauty, elegance. 

A C'ky.Sisia. followers, troops. 


true : fmth, j?eafon. 
fincepity ; truly. 

A ^ decree j wifdom. 

A fcience ; a myllcry; a miracle. 

A wife : a dodor, learned man, philofo- 


pher, phyfician, 
A lawful. ' 


A 


r 


a bath. 


A <-5v^ praife. 

A (pi. of eiiiila,.) accidents, news. 

A affiftance, fupport: a fortrefs; emi-? 

ncncc, ipountain. * 


A ( P^’ °f neceflaries, neceffities i 

things. 

A life; a portico*, veftibule. 

A {pi. of frauds. 

A living, life; an animal. 


t 

a thorn. 

^bkjbi. anguilli, refentment. 
^jJCwjbi. to rife. 

A (j^bk pure, excellent; noble.. 







A mind, heart, difpolltion. 

K.hakani, name of a poet. 
liiTlcL earth, duft. 

A Jl<. a mole on the face. 

A ' — iiJL^ the Creator. 

^ f' 

a lord, grandee ; an inn. 

(/»/• of Aibk) houfes. 

A hiftoryj news; fame. 
eiCtijf^ relate x!s\OM,from 

to infoim, relate. 

Khoten, T^artary. 

A afhamed, blufliing; envy. 

A a blufl), fliame. 

feXs^ God. 

a piince, lord, patron. 
fJs^lcJcL O God! O heaven! 

^LXScX^I Jspk the only Lbrd God. 

^blOck friend' of God, p?-op. name. 
ftately, pompous. 

w ^ u» 

A 'ctj ^ murmured: i€A,jrom ^ 
intelleft: fmall. - 
minute, fubtile j minutiae. 
tXLw^ contented. ^ I am contented 

content. 

changing, pleafant. 
a cock or hei:\. 






fage# emotion: an attack. 
. buying j he bought, 

the autumn. 

Khofrou, Cyrus. 

A Khczar, "proper name. 


A .t 7 <- a muftacho j a line, rule. . 

A lU-:. a crime, error. 

(^ 1 1 «<. palpitation of the heart. 

A the. beil part of any thing, the fub-» 

fiance, cream. 

A fincority, purity., 

finiling, plcafant. 
fleepj a dream. 

Cs^ I drowned in fleep. 

the place of reft; a bed. 

1^1^ eating, devouring, 
to be willing. 

a reader, finger, finging;' viands, vii5luals| 
a table. 

to read, ling, 
afk, call, wilh for. 
you will, both from 


pleafant, fair, gentle, 
more beautiful, &;c. 
rfroft beautiful. 


c fy_) fair-faced. 

or one’s felf, 
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to cat, devour, 
tile fun* 
fweet. 
joy be to — 

fweet-feented. 

(^j:s:^j::L fweet-tempered. 

blood. blood-dropping. 

(Sj^ difpofition, temper, 
to chew the cud. 

jjL^ imagination, - phantafy; a fpcctrc : vain, 
fruitlefs. 


iiCing, from or 

to rife, fpring up. 


i». thou haYt rifen. 


darknefs, night. 

*ilt> equity j a gift j lamentation, 
(jiifti.to give. 

_;l0> having,/ro« 

A a. family; houfe; town. 
Dara, Darius. 

I have, enjoy, polTcfs. 
they have or hold, 
he had^ Bfl*h from 
to have, 'hold, 
clo a wound, fear. , 



a net, fnare, trap. 

a fold, lappet, or hem of a garment, 
knowing; a velTel; Iheath. 

Ulti a wife or ‘learned man. 

•sJULllti prudently, wifely. 

I know. 

to know, 
learning. 

learnc-d; a dodlor. 
learning, literature. 
cXolii they know,yroW(^>!MjJIc3 
aJIO fnare, allurement} a gr^in: cannon ball. 

thou knoweft, doft thou know? 

A dominion, adminilttation of juftice, 

_jCS in, above; around: a gate. 

A Jib \pr. of 'ij<S) pearls, 
to enter, 
to carry in. 

to fufpcnd ; contend ; provoke, 
a plapt, tree. 

t,o require, demand. 

« wound, torment: dregs, 
right, corryjleat. 
harfh, hard. • 
ibjjjjSjib ^as betrothed. 

delay. , 

he beholds, yrow 



S64, 


(J^ 


to view, behold. 

within: the heart; intrails, 
the Perfian language, 
the fea, a wave, 
to underlland. 

U;»jO or alas ! 

Owati the hand. 

an enemy. 

a regifter, journal ; index. 

4 ooi^Oi minute j fubtile, fmall ; a fubtilty ; 
a minute, 

depart from, leave, 
it pafles away, 
again ; another, 
the heart. 

ravifliing, delightful, comp, of and 
jjj\ participk of to exalt, fufpend. 

agreeable, falutary, eomp. of Jci and 
{for (ySjpf) part, of to defre, alk. 

^loJ<3 a rijiftrefs; heart-ra\ iljiing, comp, of 
and particip. of to have, hold. 

heart-wounding, comp, of andjjM 
part, of to burn. 

heart-deceiving, comp, of ' and 
part. \of)^yju^^ to deceive, 

^ hcart-tronquering, comp, of andt 

" Ppen, conquer, &c, 



tunc : breath : pleafure. 

I 

the brain, the palate, 
a friend; harmony, comp.^of breathy 

and jUw from to do, make. 

yS two. 

‘a fpecies of large trees; orchard: 
rattles for children .- 

a circle, orbit, revolution : rolling, 
diftance, abfencQ. 

•jy^ fewing, piercing, 
twelve. 

a friend, miftrefs. 
y^y^ dearer, more friendly., 

OstDy^ two hundred. 

A f>dy^ or AJjti felicity; riches; a kingdom, 
ilatc. 

^y^ the fecond. 
o«3 a village ; a givor ; ten. 
fortune, fate, time, world, 
a gift,* libejality. 
fear,’aftonifhment. 
a villager. 

j\^ pti ten thoufind. 


winter, firft winter mopth, Decciphcf^ 
yefterday.’ * 

’friends, ‘families, habita- 
tions : a country. 
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Ouii he {•a.'Ntfrom 
to fee. 
fight. 

j^y;^ yefterday. 


another. again. 

a colleftion of an author’s works, chiefiy 
poetical: a royal 'court, tribunal of juftice. 


a 


A^t3 poflefled of, endowed with. 
A jti majeftick. 

A gold. 


A tranquillitv. 

h a fecret, myftery. 

a declivity, foot of a hill. 

A Ool^ compaflion, favour. - 
fo draw, drive, banifli. 
g\j a way,'’path. 

fteal, infcft'the highway. 

A Asr?'-]^ fragrant ; fragrance. 

A a .verfe of four lines, a'word of four 

•If. 

letters. 

A a returning. 
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^ a cheek, face j a groan ; the found of a 
> njufical inftrumcn^t. 
a cheek. 

A an ethhafly* a mandate- 

to caijfj; to arrive, 
to grow ; to be delivered. 

A* manner, law, regulation- . 

3LTnves,from 
to arrive, 
a line, thread. 

A Rafhid (a condbdor) proper name. 

A tender, delicate, lovely, 

motion. 

I \\’tViX.,from 

to go : departure, 
to dance : motion. 

A colouring, painting, embri)idery: writing; 

a letter, charadlcr ; arithmetick. * 

Roknabad, name of a place. 

^Jj^j {p^-°Xfv) enigmas. 

A he tlnew j throwing. 

^c::^*UJrrow, pain. 

cX^ a wanton, dilTdlute, drunken perfon. 
colour, paint. 

many-coloured, varieusi 
coloured. 

right, competent, worthy. 
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A the foul, life, fpirit. 

fpirIt-raifing,yro«? 

Rudeki, proper name. 

a day. 

Qj^l^j^^'encreafing daily. 

fortune, world, time, an age; wind, 
air, vanity. 

^ a journal, 
one day : fortune, 
fplendid, evident, 
more fplendid. 

light, fplendor. 

A a garden. 

A beauty, elegance, 

or face, top. 
thou doft go^ from 
thou doft gcow^from 

z_j a road, way. 

A ^Lsc^ herbs ( in general ) properly fweet 
bafth 


to poiir. 

ylj dropping. 

^j^X**j^,to buz» 


) 
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to be born j to bring forth, 
complaint : a bed, a place, 
to complaift. 

a)1) dewj froftj boat froft, hail, 
the tongue; language. 

A otXjJ the moft excellent of any thing, the 
flour, cream, 
above, high, fuperibr. 

a wound, blow, ftroke. 
difpelling. 

to ftrike, hurt, impel, 
to polilh. 

yj gold. 

pale, yellow. 

y/Kjj ^ gordfmith. 
jUC^J’orflamented with gold, 
golden, 
to live, 
from whom? 
a lock of hair. 

Zuleikba, Potiphar's wife, . 

world; fortune; time, feafon. 
emerald-coloured. 

nude of emeralds, 
grourxi, earth, 
ftriking, difturbing,^o» 
a prifon. 
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life. 

A (JjjJ decay, mifery. 
poifon, venom. 

poifonous. 

Venus j courage; gall. 


lofs, damage. 

V.-.VJJ an ornament; beauty, 
beautiful. 

LoJ more beautiful. 
cXajJ agrees, yrom ‘ 

to quadrate, agree with. 
V } under, below. 

becaufe,,for. 


<j** 


Lw like, refembling. 

A <3^Uk. a* ihore, coaft, bank, 
to prepare, make, 
full of. 

JLm preparing. 

he makes, from 
otXJjLw a compoler, perforrner. 
a cup. 

A V the leg. 

A ^ ^Lm a cup-bearer, water-carrier. 
A VJCJUm a traveller; going. 
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a)L* a year, age. 

' ajUm a fhade. 

A a caufe, motive. 

(^<3 to refign, commit, recommend, charge, 

enjoin. 

UC^ light of weight. 

hearers of light burdens, 
to prick. 

a foldier, foldiery. army. 
ocJuCuM white. 

the morning, aurora, 
to take, raviih. 
taking : a country, 
praife, ^TOtn 
(^OJCwg to'take. 

.to ihave, ‘erafe, efface, 
injury, oppreffipn, tyranny, threatening, 
the injured, afHided. 
tyrant, 
the wicked. 

a, tyrant, 
to praife. 

A stils:**’ a kind»of carpet. 

A 2“?^ rhyme, melody j the c.ooing*of doves. 

A adoration. 

"a Oucsc*** difpolition, temper. 
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Ajss^ the morning, crepufcle; inchantment, 
oXSj^ or the morning. 

A belonging to the morning, 

adverfity, danger, poverty, 
ipeechj a word. 

head, end, extremity ; love, defire ; princi- 
pal, fupreme. 

A ^ lamp, Ian them; the fun. 

yn from beginning to end. 

Jl^l^ lofty, tallj glorious. 

to banifti to a place, to confine, 
to mix, compofe. 

an.occurrcnce, accident: a tale, fong, 
warbling. 

w?ntoni aftonidied, confufed: a va- 
gabond. 

a cyprefs-treej ,a horn. 

Joy: a prince, chief, 
mixing, yro/w 
convenient, proper, 
his proper. 

of atgood diipofition ; happy, augul^. 
(^OvAm Sadi, name of a foet. 

A an endeavour, diligence. 
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thou pletce{k,from 
to pierce, bore. 
jOJJCm Sekander, Alexander. 

A quiet, refignation. 

A jUiXw pure water : a chain. 

A^ aAjmXm a* chain, leries, lineage. . 

A (^lyLw Selman, prop& name. 
a Selim (perfect, unblemiAed) proper 

name. 


Samarcand, a city. 
jeflamine. 
jeflamine-bofomed. 
(JkAJLw a hyacinth. 


^jUMAX^jwi’a garden of hyacinths. 
OkJsM a ftone. 


ftony. 

A blacknefs: melancholy. . 
(jJea£j*Njto burn, inflame. 

I would touch, Tvhtfrom 
to ftro^ke, rub, touch. 
jjM a beautiful kind of red role, 
inflaming, yro/y 
iXikS^ an oath. 

towards j a place, part, fidfcV 
Am three. 

3oha, name of a far. 
tall, ereiS. 
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tbejlar Canopus; name of a Perfan aUf 

thor. 

thirty. 

or black, 
blacknefs. 

bathed,’ full water. 
otS^^ thirteen. 

three hundred. . 
filver. 

the face, colour, 
lilvered. 

aJU*M the bolbm, hreaft. 
the third. 




yx,f or (ji (annexed to wards) his, her : to him, 
to her. 

a branch, twig,' horn, 
mirth. 


the evening. 
sL^Ui in the evening. . 

4 jUi (for they ; their, 

(j JuU to 


jili a king, empero 

royal, princely. 







night. 

A OLjjii youth, 
one night. 

i^Um hafte. 

or make hafte. 

to ’make hafte. 

f P^' o|y^ a camel. 

•A i a tree. 

•A ftrength, force, agility. 

tXw he was : going, from 
to-be, &c. 
ol^ wine. 

baftiful. 

baftifulfiefs. 




to walh. 


fix. fixty. 

A (pl. of jCIm>) poets,’ learned men, 

do&ors. 

A AXxii light, flame, fplendor. 
ahuntef. 
breaking, yrow 
to cleave* tear, break. 

A ColXi a complaint, 
lugar. ' * 

eating fugar. 

to hunt, take, feize. 
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1 ^ cheft of fugar. 
fugar-lipped. 

to break, defeat, overpower. 
§hekefteh (broken) the current Perjim 
hand-writings ufed in Hindostan. 
iKV) to bloflbm j tp admire. 

OuLXmj they bloflbm, the above. 
a flower, 
patient, 

patience, toleration, 
you", your. <3^ yourfelvt 
number ; numerous, 
ye, you ; to you. 

A odour, fragrance. 

to number, enumerate, 

A the fun i gold, 

a feymitar. 

a candle, wax taper. 

A odour: nature, cuftom; an atom, 

to un(}erftand< 
knowing, the above, 

^ to hear, 

I have heard. 

cJJOuybi, .they .hgard, /row ^Ouam. 

jovial, gay,* wanton, bold, infolent. 

^ Oyw honey, honey-comb. 



377 


(X«e 

.4 a city; the moon j a knave. 

IcX^ infane j enamcmred. 
a lion ; alfo a tiger. 

the top* band of a book. 

Shiraz,' ^ame of a place. 
the habitation of lions, 
a lionefs. 

• ^ a lion. 

Shireen*(fwcet/gerftle), proper name. 
of gentle manners. 


A u^Lo a lord, matter, pofielTor, friend : en- 
do\yedwit'5. 

JL^ beautiful. 

honeft-hfearted. 

A the zephyr j ‘youth. 

A morning^ ^aurora. 

1.1 the mbrningi 
dae tnornihg. 

A patience. 

A a boy. 

aj^s^ company, fociety. 

A a leaf, book, page, 

a hundred. 



Saddar (a hundred^ gates), namt of $ 
Perfian book. 

Owa a hundred thoufand. 

'^y£> to expend, employ. 

A U.OUO difficult, fevere. 

a rank, file j order. 

A Ixus purity, pleafCire. 

tu 

A a calamity. 

A vojce, found, noife. 

A fancy, image, form j a Ipeifre. 

to feign. 

A faitingj the lealbn of failing among the 
Mahomedansj metaphorically the fpring. 

A Os^ hunting prey. 

to take prifoner. 


\j3 


A mind, confcience. 
A light, fplendor. 


la 


A K.yJo jcy, mirth, feilivity. 

Aits^^fhe hoifie of mirth. 

A L-i J* a border, margin, part. 
A oJa a lock of hair. 
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A 'uijja cuftom, w^, manner. 

thou z{ke&.,from 
A ^ jXL rifing^tf.f i&e fun. 

A ^yL delirc, ay^ice. 

A <^ljL a circuit, walk, 
a parrot. 

tjUjia the deluge, 

a fold, ply: folding. 

* a bird. 

id 

A Jiy viftory: Timur or Tagierl^ne. 
A Ov^iJa darknefs. 


A oOlc cuftom, ufage. 

A a cheek; a tooth; an accident; a heavy 

cloud. 

A a lover, miftrefs; enamoured, 

tjvo lovers,. 

A iJuSLc the end, iflue, event, fuccels ; finally, 

A jJLc the world* time; learned. 

^Lc enlightener or inflagaer of ‘the .world, 
A As. univerfal: plebeian. 

* J urf 

A Abbafi, name of a dynajly of Arabian 

khalifs. 
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oLUtiUx a place of worlhi^. 

A wonder, myftery, example. 

A Cj-cs^ wonder, admiration. 

A oJItXc juftice. 

A jtXc an -enemy. 

A^liXc a cheek, face, temples. 

A ^ Arab- 
A an Arabian inhabiting a city. 

A Om } ^ a field, court, area ; an empty fpace : a 
dice-table. 

A poetiy, prpfody. 

A magnificent, incomparable. 

A mirth, converfation ; the pleafures of 

the table. 

A love. 

fondnefs. 

A chtAify, integrity ; defence, fafeguard. 

A perfume, ottar of rofes. 

iMjas. perfumed, fragrant. 

A aUI v«.»ljLc God preferve. 

A OJic. a firing of pearls ; a treaty. 

A <JJlc prudence, memory, art, knowledge ; a 
narrative. 

A punilhment, torment. 

A '^.Xc knowledge, fcience, art. 

(pL of learned men. 
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A life, my life. 

A (J^ adlion, operltion. 

A amber, ambergris. 

A (-^c\a£ a‘nightingale. 

A a fpicjer. 

A ( pi. of vices. 

A* cXy£ age, time ; compad, promife. 

A jUc a touchftone, proof. 

A a vice, crime, ftain. 

a feftiva?, folemnity j joy. 

A mirth, delight / life. 

A a fountain; an eye, look; gold; eflence: 

. paradife. 


A abfent, invincible, concealed. 

A^l.*.c dull; a thick vapour. 

A 4-*^^ a ftranger,* foreigner; extraordinary. 

A Jlj£ a fawn. 

A J^ an odp. 

A'tljW^ (p7. ^ aiove) odes. 

A vexation. * 

A a boy, fervant. 

A ^ care, gfief, terror, 
forrowful. 
uiyC afflidion. 



a rofe-bud. 
to flecp, flutnber.^ 


A C-uili overflowed,^(5;« (j-djo 
A jJU an omen, prcfage. 
j,U coloured. 

A aaXs a tumult, fadion, difcord, mifchiefi 
fcand^ 

• « 

A glorious; glory, ornamfent. 

A IcXj ranfom, redemption. 

A abfence, Reparation. 

J) oblivion, yrm 
to forget. 

A happy, 
to-morrow. 

Perdufi (belonging to paradife) name 
of a poet. 

to fend. 

an angel, meflenger; fairy; 

A dbfence; a troop; a fed:, 

to command. . 
belpvy: dfrjedl^. 

he fold, from 

to fell. 
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i 

Jk to defcend- 
(for inflamed, 

^ felling. 

he fel4, both from 
A fplendorj 

to be dejedcd. 

or '^.fr decck.,frgm (^)Sju yi 
{jjtyj. Feridoun, name of a king. 

{friju ^ to deceive. 

to freeze, con|;eai. 
fcattering,yro»7 (^OJUwi 
friih to prefs, fqueeze.’ 

•A •Cici.Uai eloquence, melody. 

^jLiS forrpw, complaint : alas ! 

A confideration, care. 

Lo^Ju confider ; i^ (^be imperative of 

throwing, thro'yv thou, /?o/» 

(^OotS^to throw, throw away, lay afide. 

A t_CXi heaven; the wofl3; fortune. 

A in, into. 

a”vj^^ abundance: he difFufed. 
an elephant? 





uSlS Kaf, the name of a fabulous mountain. 
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A a form, figure, fhape, fixture. 

A a cup, goblet. 

A^t>5 fate; predeftination ; quantity; value j 
dignity, power. 

A j\^ conftancy, confiftency, confirmation ; 
quiet. 

A contiguous, related to. 

A tXjUaa {pi. oj oc>-ywaS) poems, elegies. 

A jua> a palace. 

UJ i 

A a tale ; an aflion. 

A otXyuaa an elegy, poem. 

A Las fate, death, judgment ; jurifdidlion. 

A Asdas a fragment : fegment, part. 

(juJa a cage. 

A AxXs (/>/, a caftle. 

A a pen. 

a wpter, an engraver. 

{pi. of hearts. 

A the moon. 

Jihe the moon. 

A Ji^ a word, fpeech, eloquence. 

A violence, force, oppreffion ; power ; 

chaftafement; anger. 

A meajfiire ; reafoning, thought, advice, 

.. argument #*a fyllogifin. 

A fiation, {landing; refurredtion : confu- 

lion, tumult. 



A Cefar, an emperor. 

cT 

A Kif' as, like, in the fame manner. 

A Katebi (a writer, fecretary) proper 

•name. 

A like my eyesj comp, of Ss> like, 

v-JilcXa,.! eyes, and (_£ the infeparable pronoun 
my. 

to carefs. 

bufinefs, objedl; a maker. 

«sjl:^l£=> a (hop, place of bulinefs ; the world. 
j\jj\^nm a battle, conteft. 

’expert: one who labours, adjufts, 
penetrates, brings a thing to bear. 

^=j\£=3 to penetrate, labour, &c. 

a caravan, 
to leflcn. 

^jiLSs^would ! 

AjLijl£=3 a houfe, hall, gallery, chambe/.. 
to dfg. ^ 

a curling lock. 

Jk.Jl^ tlie body* a form, model.’ 
defire, wi(h. 

deiife ; the obtaining on^ s wiih. 
a place : a ftraw : lefTening. 

A pride, magnificence. 
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a dove. 

A a book, letter, svritiag. 

Lsc^ where? whither? how? 
(jJCaLltXSs to melt, difpel. 

JIOsSs melting, yr<jw the above. 

who? Ov«!oJ^ who is there? 
to leave, negleft. 
to pafs through, 
to pafs: to leave, 
if: a performer, maker. 

\J^^ whom; to whom? hire, rent. 

fporting, fkipping, ftruttbg. 
thoifgh.' 

bufinefs, labour: he made. 

a whirlpool, gulf precipice. 

aftion, labour, profeflion; life. 

the circling giafs. 

I made,yroOT 
to do, make, 
the neck. 

a battle-axe, mace, 
to take. 

a wolf.. > 

cy warm. warmth, 

Carmania, name of a place. 
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(J^ 

jpSs marriage, nuptials, betrothing, a pledge. 
or laiSnentation, weeping. 

^ to flee, elpape. 
to weep. 

that, which- 
(£j<^l^£=*to perform, 
to pals. 

to choofe; to bite. 

:?44,4^^fele6t; moll: excellent, noble, glorious: 
bitten. 

a perfon, any one. 

*^^)Lig^fpreading, Arewing, Jifom » 
to fpread, ftrew, fcatter. 

break, tear. 

tJuy*)J^breaking,yr^OT the aboye. 

LiJ conquering, opening, bic.^rsffi 

to open, difcover, conquer; to rejoice. 
OuLiJ^lie difcovers,yr(7OT^r/6f above. 
to bdcome : to kill. 

y tolareak, reijd. 
to fcatter, diflblve. 

Cachemife, name of a place. 

Ctyuf^ he has difcovered, See. from 

to difeover, open, coaqqer, delight., 
a region, climate, countty. 

^1 o I have fuffered or drawn. 


.c c a 
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the hand, the palm, 
he faid. fpe^h. 

1 faid, both from 
^jXkfto fpeak, fay; fpeaking. 

thou haft faid ; he faid! 

<_p (gul) a ro/e. 

Js/" (geel) clay, 
rofe-water. 
hair, locks. 

a word, writing, oration. 

Gulendam ' (rofe-refembling, from 
a rofe, ««</,, form, figure, &c.) a proper 

r • ' 


7iame, 

a diadern, cap. 


a rofe-bufti. 
rofe^fcented. 
a clofct, cottage, hut.' 
a bed of rofes, 

(jjUmJJ Guliftan (a rofc-garden, bower of 
rofes) title of a celebrated book. 

a beautiful fpecie? of red rofe; 
a rofe-garden. 
tl rofe-cheeked. 

^iiXf rofe-colourcd. 

(jUJLLf" ftrewing flowers. 
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a rofe-walk; bower, delightful place. 


fQ^SXf^rofe-colourdSt. 

A ( pi. of the whole j univerfal. 

The whole works. 

^£=3 little i defeilive; abfent. 

ttf infcrt, place, commit j to loofe, li- 
berate. 

, A perfe(flion, accompliftiment, finilhing. 

little value. 

with little feafe. 
do thouj doing, yr(?OT 

a boundary, margin, fide, part, fliore j an 
embrace. 

Oofs ' a vadlt, arch, tower, cupola. 

OXS' rotting, yrow 

t^OoO^ or ^JcU.gr^ to rot. 

^ fervant maid, female fla\^e. '• 

j^-hs •^ere? 

fay thou, Jrom 
an ear. 

^J£ss^JJ liften thou ,* from 
{yO to Men. 

Amj£ss a corner. 

ftAote,from 

to finite. 

i^jSUj^ various, many-coloured. 
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a mountain. 

z. jewel, pcqrlj luftre'; eilence; felf-exift- 

ing. 

who, which: fince. 
who. 

the uniyerfe. 
taking. 

Cijf ^ might take, both from 

who is it ? comp, of who, a?if3d 

perf. pref of . 

or ' hatred, revenge, rancour, 

fulkof., 

that thefe, comp, of f and 


J 

a tulip, 

a border or bed of t'ulipr. 
to move. 

(P^‘ O^) margin.. 

w 

A c-,J the heart, pith, marrow. 
l-JLJ up to the brim, 
an army. 

yi*5=s .1' conquering army. 

A beuigpity, geptlenefs, grace, favour, 

humanity, generofity, 

JoJ a ruby, ruby lip. 
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a lack, a hundred thoufand. 

A for the '^orlhip J[of God) comp, of 

J for, and J for tbe^ Arab, article and 

adoration. 

A precious fort of pearls j beau- 

tiful women*. 

A a lion, 
but. 

A tJ*J Leil or aXJ night, 

* * * * 

jj^^LkiJjeila, a womat^s^ name, 

r 

M ( dlitiexed to words ) my. 

A tU water, liquor, juice. 

A to that, which. 

U we ; our. <3^ U ourfelves. 
ot^Uo female: a woman. 

^Lc ajprpcnt. 

1^L« US} to us. 

A eJU bent, from 

to rub, grind j polifh.' 
to remain, 
to refemble.. 

tXxJU the^ remain, (jOJb# 
j>Ut the moon ; a month. * • 

•^sUc with cheeks like the moon, 

(S ^JbU with a face like the moon. 
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lunar, monthly j a filh. 

A incliningj^having d propenfity. 
l0U«e left, by chance. 

A extended, dilated, fpread, 

do, not afk^from 

A (JUU ftmilitude, refetnblance. 

A rhyme. . 

A an affembly, banquet. 

A MegenuJi (dlftra£ted. with love) pro- 

per name, 

A a place where people affemblc ; a col- 

le£lion, jundtion, 

A c:.wcsr* love, friendftiip, benevoleijce j afiedt- 


ion ; company. 

A a friend, miftrefs ; amiable, dear, 

beloved. 

A confined, impriioned. 

A ^ friend, counfellor; fpoufe, hulband, 

wife ; any one who from their ftation in a 
family is admitted into*the haram or women’s 
apartments, 

A vile, contemptible, trifling, 

't ** •* *« ' * 

A .tjes:'* place, time, opportunity. ' 

Mohamed (prailc- worthy), 

A afBiaion, difgracc. 
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\ contrafted^ an epitome. 

A oLUirsT® difcordant, confufed. 
a magazine, tyeafury. 

u> 

A governin_^ ; a governor, magiftrate, 

A cj(A.e a fpace of time. 

A aftoniflied; ^iftufbed- 

A »wS(iA.« to tafte; the tafte, palate. 

•I^ me ; to me. 

.A fP^- favours, graces. 

A defire, will, affeftion. 

A fP^- ?/f remeciies, plaifters. 

V or^C> y a man, heroj br%.ve. . 
aJIc^ coupageoufly, manfully. 
j.«.to«die; to be’ extinguilhed.* 

w 

A courtefy, ger^erofity. 

oii-^ joyful tidings. 

• J ’ . * • • 

OuM.^ fijiamoured, intoxicated. 

A djfdainful ; rioh; content. 

A perfumed j the palate. 

A the fight. 

to view. 

A VwK the eaft. 

1 . . * • • • • 

A attentive j attention. 

U3a.* mulk. fmelling of mulk. 

mulky. 
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A ^ or an hcmiftich; one half of a fold- 

ing door. 

a^Omju« a fource: infinitive. 

u» 

Mofella, aame of a place. 

A "damage, difadvantage. 

A a finger, mufician. 

an excufe. 

A a battle ; field of battle, 

a friend, a lover, 
a miftrefs. 

A fcented, perfumed. 

A J_ybL< reafomble, rational, probable, perti- 
nent. 

A ly*-e an enigma, my fiery. 

A fenfe, idea, fignification. 

A eftabliihcd, known. 

A ^ a prieft of the Perftes, Guebres or wor- 
lliippers of fire. , ^ 

cup-bearers. 

the brain, head, marrow, fubftance,^or«befl: 
part of any thing. 

A o^j^Uue feparation, alienation. 

A condition, ftationj dignity; ofiice: refi- 
*■ dence : mufical tone. 

A_;t<JJue quantity, fpace, number. 

A Cijtox^ intention, will, defire. 
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A v-^JjLd a condu<9:o^ mover, dlfpofer. 
acjUU; a recompence, reward, 
perhaps, by chapce: unlefs. 

wine. 

A a failor, 

A OX* a kingdom, po^v^cr,. polTeffion, inherit- 
anee j an angel. 

•A rays of light. 

I: my. hiyfelf. 

A lyiXi'finilhed, concluded. 

OJup full of, endowed with. • 

^ houfe of entertainment, an Inn; any 

place where travellers reft at night ; a day’s 
journey, a ftage,. 

Aj)j*dLe a conqueror, triumpher. 

A exjuu-e advantage!. 
a_^UJLo a bird’s bill. 

do^ not bring, imperative of 
negative prefixed 

liften not, the’ negative, imperative (f 
A a wave, 

A a caufe; an acceptor, 

A , melodious; adjured, arranged, 

weighed. 

K time, feafon. 

A Muful, name of a place. 
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hair. 

A firm. 

A jijs^ feparatcd, repudiated, abandoned, 
the funj moon; love; a feal-ring: a gold 
coin about ll. l6s. 
like the moon, 
wine. 

charaBerijiick of the pref. tenfe. 
do not bring}, the negative imperative of 

between, among; middle, 
do not mix or fprinkle, the negative im- 
perative of 

thou faweft, ‘id perfon prefent of 
wine drinker; an earthen drinking 

vcflel . 

thou knoweft. 


jvv« dying, from 

\)jf^ the fon of a prince or great man, a knight, 
^itza Mahadi, proper name, 
grow..? from 
thou ftfikell:. 
is it becoming? 
a cloud, a fog. 
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ia feller of wine, comp, of wine, 
and part, of 

thou draweft, bcareft. 
jjU!^ I complain, /ri3»z 


fruits. 


O 


U not*. tX^I U.hopelefs. 
\^lj"p«s;e, fincere j like. . 
imperfedl. 

worthlefs, defpicable. 

A ojtjlj memorable events; rare. 

Nadir Shah, proper name. 
j[j blandifhmentsj wantonnefs. 
gentle, tender, ^elicate. 
elegant, delicate, amiably. 
4^jLX^b' unblown, u'nblemiflied. 
Q*.Ujillj ignorant. 

A yiij a conqueror, defender. 

a fpedlVtor, fupe/intendant. 
AiL) a bag (of mu A): the navel. 
v_rlj full of. A-fU fuddenly. 
unexpeftedly. 

plaintive, complaining. 
^tXsJU to complain. 

a name. ^^7 name. 
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illuftrious; a hero. 

^uoU a L ook, hiftory. 
bread. 

A 4-uU a viceroy, deputy* 
a battle, war. 

OjM is not. I would not have been. 

A a prophet.’ 

I will not turn. 

do you not fear, 
it impofiible., 

A^Uci fcattering, difperfing. 

A profe; to diffufe, ftrew. 

I wddld not have fought, o*: leaped, 
a ftar, planet : fortune. 

A grammar, fyntax. 

hunting; tlie chace; prey. 

Ciujj.sr' firft. 

Nakfiicbi, proper name^ 

y male. 

fjn^ssy'OL. narcilTuo. 
y gentle, tame ; light : foil:, 
near. 

' A defcefidihg; hofpitality. 

A defcent; happening. 
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^ Nifkhi (a tranfcript) the chara&er 

in which Arabick' manufcr^ipts are generally 


‘written. 


A a §alc< 

to caufe to fit down. 

A IsLiJ alacrity, pleafurc. 
to fix. 
to fit down, 
you do not hear, 
fitting, Jrottt 

A Ccsr^V^ counfel, exhortation. 

, * 

Nezami, name of a poet. 

h fight, the eye. 

Jlj yii rollibg the eyes, ogling. 

A vferfe; a firing of pearls. 

to call or $ng aloudi 

A c^yXi a benefit j^viduals. 
jij beautiful, goodj fwift. 

A Civ^’ mufick, harmony*. 

A foul, felf; breath; defire*. 

A*2^’ gain, Utility. ' 

A OJii ready money. 

A yiJij painting, embroidery. 

A ;Jju a narration, report, cqpyi tranflation. 

a pidure, ornament; a beautiful woman. 
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Negariftan (a gallery of piftures^ 
title of a celebrated booh., 
iXho fubtilties, myfteries. 


to view. 
or good. 

aXJ or jUu cuftody, care, obfefvation. 
preferve thou, imperat. of 


L^‘ fliowing. they fhow. 

to {how. 

(.S\y melody, voice: wealth. 

V|y f P^’ rf Wl'-') viceroys, &c, 
to foothe. 

j\y (ootWin^f fropt the above. 

(Jt^fy ( ph a favour. 

foothing, warbling,_/r(j« 
a benefit. 

A a tuvn, change, watch, centinel. 

to relieve guard. 


j^y the fpring, the early fpringj ne year. 


the prophet Noah, 
A c:o».aJ a complaint. 


Cy ninety. 

A jy light, ' brightnefs . 
jjjy the firft day of fpring. 

Aii^J^^inetebn. 

(Jy drinking, a drinker i any thing drinkable, 
from 
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or to write, 

write thou,^^ tfa ako/Vf* 
aJ liine. 

Ai placing, 

to place. 

sOly we Ivive placed. 

Jly a tree, Ihrub. 

hidden, /raw {jXx^ 

' a river; flowing. 

^jJ^Ay^o hide, lie hid. 
a pi^, flute, 
even, alfo; again. 

0^>M^there is not. 
to \vrite. 

UCy" good, excellent. 
jS^ bright, beautiful, elegant.; 

reputation, goodnefs. 
<Jk^‘,the river Nile.* * 


j and} he, flie, it. 
qmjIj ‘ after, behinjl, agaxn. 

to de ta i n . 

A evident. 

A a£tions, occbrrences,* events: batdes: 

misfortunes. 
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dL> Van, name of a town. ^ 

A eflence, fubftance, exigence, nature,^ 

body, perfon. 


to commif, pepfbrm, give a 


being to. 

_j\j orjij like, poflefling. 

A ^jij a leaf fa tree qn paper. 

Jj and from. 
iXjjj it blows, yroOT 
CU>*jj he, Ihe, it is. ' 
yii j like, refembling. 

A JLu^ enjoyment; arrival; meeting; con- 
junction . 

A fituation ; adioit; gefturc. 

A good faith ; a promife. , 

A but: a prince: a flave.. 

he, flic, it; his,, her, its.. 
aJIjj a defect; 'depopulated. 


A “dreadful, terrible- 
A or feparation, abfence. 

A aflault; impetuofity. 

or eyefy;, foever. 
cy 'Rex^^afne of a city. 


vtdienever. 
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or Asr'l^ whatfbever. 

or tXJLa^ dthoi^gli. 

^ whptever., 

Ls:^ ^ wherefoever. 

V •- 
ever. 

never. 

A^ss'^ or whofoever. 

a thoufandj a nightingale, 
be, exift. 

eight. eighty. 

oO-iJi eighteen. 

feven. <bUjL^ feventyv 
ooJii> fcveotoeri. 

A whether, but- 
^ an3, alfo; together: both. 

A ^ f annexed to woMs ) their.’ 
of the farac.neft. 
only, 
diredily. 

of the fame inclination, 
of the fame banquet. 

lying on fhe fame pillow 
in the fame way. 
or ^^isnr^ like, as 4 
Ajl«.srr^ fleeping together. 


I> D 2 
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breathing together, 
an intimate friend. 

fitting together; a companion, 
ally univerfal. 

it arrives, comes. 

went,^tf»» 
always; . 

yXJJi black; an Indian, 
time, feafon. 

yet. 

A air: wind: found, 
no, never. 

doft thou not know? 'from 
to lay down. 


U O! or. 

cjb or (jljb finding. 

I may^ find, both from (jJsib 

Ob remember; memory, record. 

^b a friend, miftrefs; defender; power, adran- 
tage. 

ui ■* , 

u^b O heaven! O Lord I comp, of \j O\ and 

ut 

a lord, tnafier. 



40 ' 




5 


eleven. 

jeflamine. 

Ovib he found, from ^plsb to find. 
Cp^b a ruby. ’ 

Ciu ^ annexed to 'words) thy. 

A cXj the hgnd ] aid, power,* ftrength. 
( annexed to words) their, 
that is to fay, viz. 


lyju prey, fpoil, booty. , 

aJLXj a hero, conqueror; incomparable; 
equalled. 

precious, valuable, raiy. 

«!uloJu ineftimable, rare, 
one monaentt 

j JOu one or two, a few. 
one another-* 

^ ^annexed to words) my. ^ 

Yemen, Arabia tb€ happy. 
\.-iM-js!jofeph. 


un< 




ADVERTISEMENT. 


The greatejl part of the following Piece was 
defgned to be added to a* Grammar of the Perfian 
language^ which was printed in 1771* P might 
eafly havTheen fwelled into^ a larger treatife, by 
•Ridding ‘more .copious extraSls from the Perfian 
writer^., both in profe and verfi-, but, as the change 
of Jlyle jmy he feen as well in ten lines as in a 
thoufqnd, it feemed equally ufeful find lefs ofenta- 
tious, to exhibit only a few chofen fpccimens from 
the bejl authors, and cbiefiy flom the Poets, who, 
in all nations, haivt .taken the* greatejl pains to 
harmonize and improve their language^ 
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•HISTORY 

OF 

THE PERSIAN LANGUAGE. 


IVIoST oT^y readers will apprehend, that, in 
attempting to trace the progrefs of the Perjian 
"language, through a period^, of ^two thoufand 
years, I api entering into a fubjeft, which will 

afford them neither amufement nor inftrudion, 

• » 

and can be agreeable only to thofe few men, 
who apply themfelvts to the obfeurer branches 
of literature, and have very ’4itt'fe intercourfe 
with the reft. of mankind. The title of my 
piece feems,. indeed, to give a rcafonable ground 
for their apprehSnfions*; and the tranfition ap- 
pears. rather. abrupt, from thd hiftory of Mo- 
narchs to the bijiory of mere words^ and from the 
revolutions of the Perjian Empire to the varia- 
tions of the Perjian idiom: bu( it fhallhe m}! 
endeavour to pmove; as fat* as poffible, the 
drynefs of the^bjeft, by interfperfing the nar- 
rative with a'’',«*ety of Eaftem anecdotes; and, 
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as to the fecond objeftioDj it may be alledged, 
that a conjiderable change in the language of any 
nation is ufually effiBed by a change in the go- 
vernment-, fo that literary and civil history 
arc very nearly allied, and may often be ufed 
with advantage to .prove and illuftrate one an- 
other. 

The Hiftory of the Perjian tongue may be 
divided into four periods, like that of the Em- 
pire ; not that the language was immediately 
altered upon every revolution of the ^te, but 
it is obfervable, that, under each Dynafty of 
which we have any monuments remaining, tlwse— 
was an apparent - change in the dialeft, of the 
kingdom, efpecially under the two kft, namely, 
the Sajfanian and Mohammedan dynafties : and 
thefe, indeed, are the only periods, of which 
we can fpeak with any degree of certainty. 

It is natural'^to fuppofe, that, in the infancy 
of the Perjian Empire, under Caiumaras and 
his defeendants, no great pains were taken to 
cultivate and polilh the language, which.in that 
rude age muft needs be thought fufRciently ele- 
gant, if it were fufficicntly rlear and intelligi- 
ble; and we are affured by Herodotus, that, even 
after the reign 6f CYRUS, the whole education 
of the Perf art youth, from the age of five years to 
twenty, confsted in three points riding, thrown 

ing the javelin, and the praBice of moral virtue ; 
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.?yvMch account is alfo eonfirpied by Xenophon. 
The ftory mentioned by Diodorus ^ the old vo- 
lumes of parchment, on ’which the Perfans 'were 
(fbliged by a certain h'w to write the annals of their 
country, was probably invented by Ctefas, that 
he might give.an air of authenticity’ to his im- 
pertinent fables; for. fuch literary impoftures 
weijs as frequent among the Greeks, as among 
us, who imitate the Ancients in nothing but 
their failings. . We arc fjr from contending, 
howeve^f, that the ancient Perlians, efpecially 
thofe of the fecond period, were entire ftrangers 
t<x the "art of compofition either in verfe or 
’^ ‘pfofe^ for there never was a? nation fo rude and 
tinpoliflied, who had not a cuftom of celebrating 
the noby a&s of their ancefors, qnd inciting one 
another by fongs and panegyricks to an imitation 
if their virtue', znd*Strabo, a* very dilfecent au- 
thor from piodoryis^ alicrts, V/;a? the Perfians 
ufed frequently, to fng the praifes of their ancient 
Heroes and .Demigods, J’afnetimes 'with a mujical 
infrument, ^nd fometimes •with the voice alone: 
but what their language really wa^ what were* 
their* rules of %erlification, or .what was the 
courfe of their ftudies*, no mortal can pretend to 
know with any lhadow of ex^dtnefs. 

The Greek Hiftorians can us ho light* on 
' this fubjedl; neither Themistocles, who fpoke 
the dialed: or ferfia like a native, though he 
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had fpent only one year in learning it*, noi*. 
even Xenopbon^ whofe intimacy with the younger 
Cyrus could not have been contrafted without a 
knowledge of his language^ feem to have read - 
the works of the Perjians^ or, even to have 
knpwn their charadtersj but were perhaps con- 
tented to exprpfs their fcntiments in Perjian 
wkh eafe and fluency. Nor are we much .en- 
lightened by the writers after Alexander', not 
even by thofe, who -have defcribed the life of 
that Hero : for Curtins, who compiled Jiis rhe- 
torical Hiftory from, the Greek authors, feems 
to have known as little of Perjim as ‘of 5#^— 
tbian, though he dvcffes up a number of fpecehes 
for the chiefs of thofe nations, whicli certainly 
were never fpoken by them. ' A few wor4s, in- 
deed, arc here and there interfperfed in thefc 
hiftories, which are ftill bfed in the modern 
idiom of Perjia'^-, but we, can no more form an 

♦ TheniUiocki omne illud-ktfmpas (anni unius ipatium) litcris 
fetmonique Perstfmn^dtdit, quibus ade6 eruditus eft, ut mult6 com- 
modius dicatdr apud Rcgem verba fecifle, quam Ki potcraht, qui in 
Ferside crant nat*}. Com. Nep. in 'Chemist. 

f tbus Roxana^ ^iatira, Farisatis, feepn to be corrupted from 
Rosh«m Sitdra Farizada which 

n\fy^ a Starj j^ngel-born. Fasargades, or„ a Prince of the 

RJpi>d/ ^ppetki's to kt doropoonded of Peser Ckildf^ymd 

Horn: i, e. a child of Family. To fhis 

may add, 1. that An or Ard which begins many Persian 
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of a whole language from a lift «f broken 
'phrales or detached epithets, than we can judge 
of a poem or piece lof oratory, from an uncon- 
nefted line or a Angle member of a period. 

Since the Greeks aiford us fo little informa:- 
tion, nothing remains but to cohfult the Per- 
Jians themselves j and the great traveller Char dm, 
whom every Orientafift mpft always mention 
with reverence, feems to have enquired very 
diligently into the ancient language of the peo- 
ple, among whdm he refided fo long, and whofe 
mannerS*h»4iefcribes vvith fo much copioufnels 
and karaing : but he declares, after all his re- 
- learches, “ That the old Perfian is a language 
entirely loftj in which no* books are extant, 
“ and of which there are no rudiments remain- 
** ing: that the Guebres^ who dre the rmiains 
“ of the Parjis^ or ^Adorers pf Fire, have an 
“ idiom peculiar to themfelve^^i which ’is fup- 

names, fignlfies ^rong; as ArdesH,’, AiixaerxfS, or. 

The strong Lion, sirdevdn ox Ardebtm Tlte sjrong Guard, 

Icc. 2.'"that the tetniination daXs, as Mithridates, &c. is the Persian. • 
iad anfwers to the of the Greeks, as* 

and the like. If it were poflijjle to recover a whole Catalogue of 
thefe old Persian names, fucb an enquiry WQuld be Kttle more than 
karned trifling ;r for to colleft a number, of* fdlitary words, without 
any books which they might pable us to read, wou’ld be like pro* 
turing at random a ^^ultitude of keys, without any cafket which 
they might help us w ufjiock. 
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“ pofed, by the Perjians in general, to be fathlf 
“ a jargon of their own^ than a part of their an- 
“ dent tongue: that, if yoii believe their own 
“ account, the Magi, who refided at Yezd in 
“ Carmania, have preferved this language from 
father to fon, after the dilTolution of their 
Monarchy; but that, for his part, he has 
“ found no reufon/co give any credit to the*ir 
“ ilory : that they have, indeed, fome booJes in 
“ ftrange charafters, but he cannot perfuade 
“ himfelf that they are old Perjian letters ; ef- 
pecially, fince they bear no kind "jr refem- 
blance to thofe on the famous monuments at 
“ PerfepoUsy The authority of 'this excellent- 
writer is decifeve, and puts an end at once to 
the controverfy lately ftarted, concerning the* 
authenticity or the books aferibed to ioroajierj 
which a French adventurer, who tranjlated them 
from the travflation of a certain Gipfy at Surat, 
has had the boldncfs to fend* abroad as genuine: 
but, to avoid any fufpicion of mifreprefenting 
the pallage, it feems necelTaryto tranferibe the 
very words of Sir John Chardin, which the 
reader inay' fee at the bottom of the page 


* Quand d‘Vancun,l\rsan, e’eft une langue perdue j on n’eti 
ttouve ni livres ni rudiniens. Les Guebres, qui font les reftes des 
^a%cs on Ignkolcs, fe perpetuent de pere en fils depuis de- 
ftrut^ion deleur Monarchic, ont un Idiome p'^^/ticulier j mais on b 
croit plut6t unjurgmi que leur andenne l?ngue> difent qu$ ks 
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From this we may reafonably conclude, that 
the gibberifh of thofefwarthy vagabonds, whom 
we bften fee brooding over* a miferable fire 
under the hedges, ii)ay as well be taken for old 
Egyptian, and the beggars themfelves for the 
prkils of Ifis, as* the jugglers on the coaft of 
India for the difclples of Zoroajier, and their 
barbarous dialed! for the ancient language of 
Perjia. But let the rofy-cheeked Frenchman, to 
give him his own Epithet, reft happy in the 
contemplation of his perfonal beauty, dnd the vajl 
extent of^^Mi'-4earning : it is fiifficient for us to 
have expOfed his follies, det'cdted his iiyipofture, 
•and retorted Kis invedtives, without infulting a 
fallen adverfary, or attempting, like the Hero 
in Drydens Ode, to Jlay the fain. 

Wd have no genuine accounts then of the 
Perfan language till ^the timehf the SASSA-^ 
NIAN kings, who flouriftied fr'am Aie opcmng of 

n •* , 

t 

»• f 

Pretres, qul fe tiennent a Yezd^ ville la Caramank, qui eft leur 
Virct et leur principale pjace^ Ic livit tranfmis cette langue jufqu’ici 
par tradition, et de,,niain en main j mais quelqi/e rechei^be quc j’eii 
aVe fait,^ je n’‘ai rien trouv6, ijui me put perfuader cela, Ces 
Guebr€S qnt a la verite des livres en cara6teres et en mots inconnus, 
dont les figures tlrent afflz fur celies des langues^ qui nous font le 
plus connuesj mais je ne faufois croire que ce foit la Tancien 
Perfan, d'autant plus que le caraftere, dontq'^i parlo, eftentiere- 
meat different de cMui des inferipitions dS Vfrs^olis , . Je donne/ai 
des ect^p€S de Tun ct de rautfe»cara6tere, dans la deferiprion du fa- 
meuJt monument qva^rJ^c en ce lieu-U, CHAnDiN^ Tom, V. 
€hap. in. 
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the third century to. the middle of the feventb ; ki 
which period an Acadenay of Phyfick was 
founded at Gandifapor^ a City of Khortfdn, «nd, 
as it gradually declined from its original infti- 
tution, it became a fchool of poetry, rhetorick, 
dialedicky and the abftradl friences. In this 
excellent feminary the Pcrfan tongue could not 
fail of being gieatlyrefiaed, and the rufticity'of 
the old idiom was fucceeded by a pure and ele- 
gant dialedt} which, being conftantly fpoken at 
the court cf Bebardm Gur in the year 351, ac- 
quired the name of Deri^ or Courilyfto diflin- 
guilh it from the Pehleviy or. Language of the 
Country. 

It muft not', however, be imagined, that the 
ufe of the ancient dialeft was wholly fuperfeded 
by. this more poliflied idiom ; for feveral com- 
pofitions in Pchkvi were ^xtant even after Ma- 
homed^ which appear to have been written by 
order of the Sajfanian Princes. ' Anujhirvanf 
furnamed The fuji, who reigned at the clofe of 
the fixth century y having heard from fome tra- 
vellers, that the Indian Monarchs had a collegian 
of moral fades, which they preferved wit^ great 
care among their archives, fent his chief Phyfi- 
cian Barzuieh into India, with orders to make 
himfelf mafter of the .Hanfcrit Ikriguage, and 
not to return without a tranflation of thofc fa- 

'4 

blcs, Thefe orders were puadtvially executed; 
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-Kirzuieh lcarn»:d the Indian tongue, and, having 
‘at a great cxpence grocured a copy of the book, 
traiillated it into the Peblevian dialed! : about 
an hundred and forty years after, his work was 
turned from Pehlevi into Arahick^ by order of 
Almanfur^ feconjl Calif of the Abbafides\ and 
this is the vokime which we fee in every lan- 
guage of Europe y under th/:^ name of Calila 
Demndy or, ^£he fables of Pilpay. There is a 
fiiK^ copy of the Arabiclz veriion in the ppblick 
library at Oxfo?^'y and If the work qf Barzuieh 
could bA.ib,und, we (litiuld be enabled to reco- 
ver a cgnfiderable part of, the old Perfian lan- 
^jage^ the feme, perhaps, which was fpoken 
m Hie fecond period by Themijfoclef and Xenophon^ 

In the ’reign of Anvjldrv/my u bo protedlcd 
the arts and fciences in his CAvn dominions, 
MAHOMED was born ^ who, by the force of 
his Eloquence, and* the fucqefs of his* Arms, 
eflabliflied a mighty Empire, and fpread his 
new religion from the wilds of Arabiay to the 
mountains 6f X'^^rtary. and the banks of the 
Ganges: but*, what belongs mpre particularly to 
the jfubjeft of this difcoui ie, he poMjhed the land 
gunge of his coumrjy and brouglit it to a degree 
of purity, and elegance, which i\o Arabian 
writer fi]We*h:s tiaiejias been* able to furpafs. 
The bai-tle of Cadejjki in the year 05 () gave the 
lall blow to -he P erf an Monarchy 5 and the 

VOL. IlK E E 
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whole Empire of Iran was foon reduced und'ei* 
the power of the firft Mahmcdan Dynaily; 
who fixed the feat of •their government in 
Ba^^dad^ where the Arabkk languai^e was 
fpoken, for many ages, in its.utmoft pcrfecHon: 
but tbe ancient liter. Uure , of Perjla^ which had 
been promoted by* the family <of Si fjhn^ wavS 
exprefsly difcquraggd by the irniriediate foc- 
cefTors of Mahomed^ for a reafon, which -it is 
proper tq explain. 

At the time when tile AJcordn was firft puh- 
liflied in Arabia^ a me/ehant, wh^J^iui lately 
returned from a long- journey, brought with him 
fome Verjian romance's, which he intcrprc-trd 
to his countrymen, who were extrem^;]y de- 
lighted with them, and uU*d to fay openly, that 
the florics of griffons and giants nrere narc ^aranf 
big to them than J he mot al Lffons f Mahomed: 
part of a chapter in the Alcoran was imme- 
diately written,* to Ilop tlie progrels or tlufc 
opinions ; the merchant was Tcverciy repri- 
manded; his tales wej;e treamd us pernicious 
fables, htitful to (led and his pro [-let ; and 
Omar, from the iaa,e motive of policy, ticU r- 
mined to deftroy all the foroiga books which 
fhpuld falj into his hands, d'jhus the idle lo- 
quacity of an Arabiin traveller, by fi'tting his 
legends in ccinj.<‘tition with tfiC precepts of a 
pow^erful Lawgiver, w as the catifc of that cn- 
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tTuifiafm in the Mahomedans^ which induced 
them to burn the ranrious library of Alexandria^ 
and •the records of t?ic Pertian Empire. 

One book, hovv^'ver, befides the fahlcs of 
Pi^pay, efcapecl the fury of thefe unmerciful 
zcalois: it was Ini Wfry f Per Jia in the Pch- 
levian dialgit, extracted from the SaJJantan an- 
nals, and compofed, it is b^Jieveti, b) the com- 
mand of y]?iajhirvan. Saady one of Omars 
Generals, found this volume, after the victory 
at Cadejjiay and preferved it* for himfelf as a cu- 
riolity: paffed afterwards through feveral 

hands, and was at length 'tranflated irito fomc 
► Qtjier languages of Afia^, 

If w!ls a long time bc'fore the native Perfiaiis 
could recover from the* fliock of this violent 
revolution ; and tkeir language Teems to have 
been very little culth^ted und^r the Califs, who 
gave greater encouragement to\,th» literature of 
the flrafdans: buf, Nvhen the power of the 
Abba/idcs began to declii\e, and a number of 
independent Princes arofe in the different pro- 
vinces ‘ of ihcir empire, the arts of Megance, 
and chiefly Poe/ry^ revived in Perjia, and there 
was hardly a Prince, or Governor of aaty, who 
had not icveral poets and men^.of letters his 


, * This llorv i? ui the life ct the Poet Tcrdifp, 

fixed to an cdiiion of his \vorhi>. 


E H Z 
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train. The Pcrfian tongue was confequently 
rcflored in the tenth centuf^y-y but it was very 
different from the J^eri of Pchkvi of the x^.n- 
c*cnts: it was mixed with the words of the 
corauy and with exprefuons from the Arabian 
Poets, whom the Pc^Jian^ cooiidered as their 
mafters, and affcded to imitate* in theii poetical 
meafures, and the turn of Their verfes. 

That the learned reader may have a juft no- 
tion of this new idiom, it feems neceffirv, firll 
to produce. a fpecinfien ‘of Arabicky and, 
afterwards, of the pnrcjl Peyjian be 

found; by which meaiivS he will fortn a more 
accurate judgement of the modern Perjicky^^^ 
which both lan'^ua^es are perfedtly incorp€^rau*d. 

The following ode was written by a native 
of Damafeus: it contains a lively defeription of 
an Eajlern Banpiet ; and moll of the couplets 
arc highly ele^auf in the original. 


. I . .. ‘ 


Uwu:?l * 


5 - 


\iA ^ ' 
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i^ikXsLi oltlkLc 
!? 


rmm. }^nj 4| ;|^A>Jn^vAJ I I 




c^Xj^ 






5’ 


-.ij',. 


.^'1 


jyU 

^ JcXJl •qUjo! 

• I 

^ <1 ^ ^ 

c2Uc^::i. 

• tyijr,^^^^;_.f| c^jy*' Lff' 

(j^^UJ ^iLoL'! 

^^1^ Ul^l^Ug ily*) 


that isj “ Wc have a banqqetj* into vvhith for- 
“ row cannot enter, and from. \^ich mirth can 
“ never depart. It comprifes every fpecies of 
Beauty; and he, who feeks the joys of life, 
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cannot rife beyond it. A fjirightly Song gives 
“more pleafure to youth' than Riches*; here 
“ the ftream of life is unfullied, and all our 
“ cares are difperfed. Here the mildnefs of 
“ our gentle darling givps cafe to our love ; 
“ and here the timid dervifi' becomes an Apof- 
“ tate from his faith. We have a boAver, -cn 
“ which the dew-drops fparkle; and in wkick 
“ the breeze bccon.es feented with the fra- 
“ grance of muik. ^ You fee the various blol- 
“ f ms, w’hich rcfemblc> fears blazjng^ae.d glit- 
“ tering in the firmament. Here the vvonderful 
“ beauties of the flowers, amon? which are the 
“ narcilTus and^tho'-violet, bring the fair iibj\2Cis 
“ of my love to my remembrance. You wotdd 
“ think you fa,w my beloved looking mslflly on 
“ you w'ith her foft, tender, danguifliing eye: a 
“ nymph, in whom cvei^y charm and every 
“ perfedlion is colledfed; . whofe curled locks 
“ hang always dangling, black as the fcorpion, 
“ or rhe mace of ebojiv which the Afia- 

“ [trike an ivory ball in one of their fa- 

vourite plays J, the pomegranate brings fb my 
“ mind the bUiIhcs of my beloved, when her 
cheeks are coloured with a modeil refent- 
ment. Our eups are fuch as our fouls defire 


* The fame word Ghana in llgnifi^s buih 6'///^^?//^ and 

WcaUh 
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they fecm to be filled with the flrcams of 
friendihip and cliecrfalnefs. .The goblets 
and vafcs of China appear to my fight, like 
the ilans of heaven fliining in the ZodiackJ^ 

I here 'have* felefted a more ancient 

example of Arablcl^ either from the poets be- 
fore Mahomed, or from thb illuflrious Ahu Te^ 
pnd/n^ who fl airifiicd in the Ptmth century ^ but 
the language has remained unalter-ed from the 
carlicnl antiquit} to the jirefent tifne, and it 
\A'ould not h^ve been eafy, without a number 
of notes/ to have made an’ ancient Ojie intelli- 
gible in a literal tranflalion. 

The^oldeft Perjian poems, which have come 
to iny knowledge,, are thofe of FERDUSI, of 

9 V 

which it will not be improper to give a fliort 
account, as far as 'tjiey relate to my prefent 
fubjeft. 

At the clofe of /Se tenth, and beginning of 

the eleventh centuries, Alahmud rcio;ned in the 

• * 

city of Gazna: he was* fupreme ruler* of Z^- 
blcjlaih and part of Ipwrajan*, and had pene- 


* Ahu Ti tnam |)ubV:llii.\l an exccrent Antliuhgia* of Arnhkk 
veife!:!, entitled Ilama-u, cf which he gave a copy, to an Asintick 
Prince, who prttfegted him in return thnmamr pmrs of 

gold,* and made him at the time tfnh%.’!tg.in\ compliments 

Q w Ai# lal^table than 

jiOaha, ' 
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trated very far into Indra^ by this time, 

the religion and language of the and 

yia?is had begun to prevail. Several poets were 
entertained in the palace ' of Uiis Monarch, 
among whom was FERDUSI, ?. native of Tus 
or MeJ}:>ed. This nioft learned man, happening 
to find a copy of the oV\*Pe7jhm llijtory aboj&c'- 
mentioned, read it with eageniefs, and found it 
involved m fables, but bearing the marks of 
high antiquity; the aioii ancient part of it* and 
principally liie war of Jfr.ifiab and KyofrUy or 
Cyrusy feenied to afford an excellent fubjefl for 
(in Hcroick Poen'i, \;ln h I.c acco.ru!ngly began 
to compofe. of ids cpifodes and (jdcrip- 

tions were fliown to the Saltan, v.ho com- 
rnetidc'd them exceedingly, and ordered him to 
corinprife the Vv hole Uijlcry pf Terfia in a ffrics 
C'f Eph'h poems, ‘The podt obeyed; and, after 
: *cxlirtion of hi^ fancy and art for 

r i: tv years, he finiflicJ his work, which 
coin.:. I'- ' il .1- thouffnd couplets in rhyme, all 
j'jig'V ' ;Vdi;ir. (i, with the fpiint of . our Dryden 
fn \w%^uv.iS c'.' Tope. He ‘prefented an 
ifarifeiipt of his bouk^to 'Mahmiid\ who 
credds' udi'u his and difniffed Inm. 

f. ianv' UiOnths ccH^apled, and Ferduji heard no 
ludve * ;f Ills w(5rk: he IKcn took occafion tO‘re- 
nfuid tr«c King of it by fome little epigrams,’ 
which he contrived to let fall in the palace; 
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.but, where an Epick po(;m had failed, what 
effed: could be exped^ed troui an^ Epigram? At 
length the reward came; vvliich confifted only 
of as many liviall •pieces of money, as there 
were ccmplets^ in the volume. The high- 
minded Poet i:auld not b^iook this*infult: he 
retired toTiis clofct mth bhternefs in his heart; 
where lie wrote a moil noble and animated in- 
veftive againft the Sultan, which he fcaled up, 
and ‘delivered tq a Coiiy tier,, who, as he hadrea- 
fon to was his greateft enemy, affuring 

him, that it*was a diverting tale^ and requefling 
him to 'give ,it to Mahmud y when any affair of 
Jlaie oj^ bad fuccifs in war fiould^make him more 
aneafy and fplenctick than ifiial'^. Having thus 


Sec a tranflation of this Satire in a Tn utisc on Oriental Poetty, 
added to the Life iif iSfhi/i in^ Preachy Volume X.— 

This poem is not unlike the X;?.c:r£f of wHo, like the 

imjit'tuous I'crdmi, had lo expofe the vices of a low-minded' 
King' Tha Persia'* poet has this couplet in his Satire^ 


»— 


that is ; Had I indiicft as many verses in prdise of Mahomed and 
Ali, as 1 have composed for tog Mahmud, iheyivould have shotvercU 
an hundred blessings on ?uc, A thought like that of Shojispeure in 
IVolsefio celebrated fpccch : 


Had I but serv'd my trod with half the zeal 
1 serv'd my King, he- would not in mine age 
Have left me naked to mine emmes. Hen. VlIJ. 



426 


THE«HISTOltY OF 


given vent to his juft indignation, he left Gazna. 
in the night, and took refuge in Bagdad, where 
the Calif prote£tcd'him from die Sultan of Za~ 
hlejian, who demanded him in .a, furious and 
menacing letter. 

The work of Feicduji remains entire, a glo- 
rious monument of Eaftcrn genius *and leajyj- 
ing; which, if ever it Should be gcnerally.un- 
derftood in its original language^ will contell: the 
merit of invention Homer what- 
ever be thought of its fubjecl: or thc^rrange- 
merit of its incidents. An extract from this 
poem will exhibit a fpecimen of the ' PerJj^n 
tongue, very little ad uircrated by a mixture witfi 
the Arabick^ and, in all probability, approaching 
nearly to the dialect ufed in 'Ver/ia in the time 
of 'Mahomed^ who admired itjor its extreme foft- 
nefs^ and was heard to that it would be 
Jpoken on thaP acv'ount in the gardc7i{ of Par adjfe. 




* O A ^ A 

• ^ ^ 
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JojAjj iSj^ 

(JW ^ ^ 

* ^ *• * * ' j 

c:^<^ 4\yS5 

Ax^wvii^ ^ C^UgUJ 

<^Lo I <yXf^ (^LiK2Lj^3 

<^»IXnki 

i^^iT bj 

* OoL<3 C^-wjt^ ^1 

cX^ <^L/^ 

^ C^ASLc^ Ay^ 

C^J^ ‘S^ 

v!>^ ^ .‘^ 

^c-jIJo" *^^ Jl jj ^X) A^ 

oLXAiii.:^ Vi/^ jV ^ ‘ 

7 • •^ 

• ‘°}j ‘^J-^ ^■'^J .(*^^ 

cXi:^. (^LiJOf j! 


m 
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that is; “ Seeft thou yonder plain of various 
colours (P^rf. red andfgfey)-, by which the 
“ heart of a valiant man may be filled with de- 
“ light? It is entirely covered with groves and 
“ gardens and flowing riv, uletsj.it is a place bc- 
** longing to the abode of Heroes. The ground 
“ is perfcdl fijk, apd the air is feented \with 
“ mufle: you would fay. Is it roje-watcr ’lahicb 
“ glides between the Lonks? The flalk of the lily 
bends under the 'werght of .tht' flower; and 
“ the whole grove is charmed with thc..fragrance 
of the rofc-bufh. , The pheafant walks grace- 
“ fully arriong the flowers ; the dove and night- 
“ ingale warble from the branches of ;lie-cy- 
“ prefs. From the prefent time to' the latell 
age, may the edge of ihoie banks rcffinblc 
the bowers of ,1’aradife! iThcre you will fee, 
on the plains apd hdls, a* company of damfcls, 
beautiful as fairies, fitting-checrfally on every 
“ fide. There Mani-z.ha^ daughter of JlJ'rq/iah, 
makes tht; whole ghr.den blaze like the bun. 
“ Sitara,, his fecond daughter, fits exalted like 
' “ a Queen, encircled hy her damfels, radfU'nt in 
glory. The lovely maid is an ornamdat to 
“ the plaips ; her beauty 'fullies the rofe and the 
“ jafiaiine. With .them are many, liter /ciyi> girls, 
“ all with their laces veiled; all with their 'bo- 
^ dies taper as a cyprefs, and locks black ' as 
mulk; ail with cheeks full of rofes, with eye^ 
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“ full of flt'op j all with lips fweet as wine, and 
“ fragrant as rofe- water. If we go near to 
“ that bower, and tClrn afield for* a (ingle day, 
“ we may tatc feveral of thofe lovely nymphs, 
“ and bring them to the noble Cyrus.” 

This is part ’of a fpccch b*y a young amorous 
H6To, the Paris of /’'Vr^//^'V,who had reafon to 
repeht of his adventure with the daughter of 
■ Afrafiab, for he was made captive by the Turis, 
and confined in ^ difmal prifon, till he was de- 
livered tty tilt; valour of Rojlam. 

Of the*fe two laneuaties was formed the mo- 
, djQill dialed! df Perjia, which, being fpoken in 
its greateft purity by tlie natives oT Pars or Far- 
Jiflan, acquired the name of liar/>*; though it 
is even ’called Deri by Hafez in* the following 
couplet; 

laibsk (A/ii oa. 

* . ^7 • •• -7v 

that iS; “ While thS nightingale? O Hajez, 
“ makes a boaft ®f his eloquence,'do thpu lelTen 
“ the value of his la^s by finging thy Perjian 
“ fDcriJ ftrains.” 
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Nearly in the fame age with Ferdufi, the 
great Abul Ola^ furnamed Alami from his 
blindnefs, puBhihed his excellent Odes in Ara~ 
bick^ in which he profelTedly imitated the poets 
before Mahomed. This writer had fo flourifli- 
ing a reputation, that fetveral < ■Per/’dffj of un- 
common genius were ambitit'us'of Iparning the 
Art of Po(?/ry fro n?' fo able an inftrudor ;Tiis 
moft illuftrious fcholars were Feleki and Kha~ 
kani*y who were no lefs eminent for their ,P^r- 
fan compofitions, than for their llcill in every 
branch of pure and mixed Matlismadcks, and 
particularly in Aftronomy; a flriking p.-oof, that 
a fublime Poet inav become a mafter of *aBy 
kind of learning whicli he chnfes to |)rofefs ; 
fince a fine imagination, a Jiveiy wit, an eafy 
and copious ftylc, cannot pofilbly oblTruA the 
acquifition of anj^ fciencc ^.whatever, but mud: 
ncceflarily affift in his ftiidics, and fliorteii 
his labour. Both thefe poets were protqdcd 
by ManucbehcKy Priqcc of Stiirvan-y but Kha- 
kani was ak\'ays averfe to the plcafurablc and 
diffipated lilc of a Court, fo that the Prince 
was obliged to detain him by force in his pa- 
lace, and aftually confined him for fome time 
in prifon, ■leO: be fliould find fume opportunity 
of efcaping. 



and 
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’ The works of thcfc authors are not very 
fcarce ; but it fecrns ncedlefs to give any ex- 
tracjs from them, which WQuld fwcll this dif- 
courfc to an iinmoderatc length: it will be fuf- 
fic-ent to fay, fhat, /w f/ih and the following cen^ 
tury^ the Perfiau language became .altogether 
njixed with Afalhck-^ not that the pure ftyle of 
tht*nincicnrs was wholly obfvlete/ but it was the 
fadiion among the Pcrjmns to interweave A7^a^ 
hian phrafes and verfes into their poems, not by 
way of quotations, but' as 'material -parts of a 
fcntence.* Thus in thc'follovving diftich. 






T^he phantom of hci\ whofe beauty gives brightnefs 
to the Jhades^ appear ^o 7n€ at night : I woiidered 
at the kindib'js of Fortune y and faidffVheAce came 
this pi'cfp^rily'?~^\\ve:. firil li]ie is pure Arabick 
in the ftyle of th(‘ ancient , poets. 

Til is elegant tetrailich is of the fame kind: 


y. c.5V^ 

lyLT U|^’ [y^y. 
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In this manfion of darkncfs^ how long mtifl I jit 
expeSiing my beloved ; one while with my fingef 
on my teeth^ &ne while with* my head bent ofh my 
kneel Come, O fortunate cup-bearer, bring me 
the tidings of joy : who knows but my days may 
again be pre/peroas, as thiy were before ? Wliere 
the laft line ivS taken from an Ode in the Ha^ 
mafa of Abu Imciw, which begins. 

We pardoned the ferns of Dhohal, anJjdd, The 

tribe are our hr o' hers. 

■t , 

At the opening -of tie twdflh century lived,. 
Anveri, a native of Abhird in Kocnfin, whofe 
adventures defervr to be related, as tliey will 
fhow in what high cueem the polite arts v\ ere 
held in Afia, at the timy wdien learning firft 
began to dawiitin Frurope. Anveri, w hen he 
was very young, was fusing at the gate of his 
college, when a man richly dreifed rode by him 
on a fine Aiuihian horfe, witli a numerous train 
of attendants; upon^dns aiking %vho it was, li^ 
was told, that it was a Poet belonging to the 
Court. When Anveri reflected on the honours 
conferred upon Poetry, for which art he had a 
very early bent,, he ^j^ph^d himfelf to it more 
ardently than ever, and, having finiilied a poem, 
preiented it to the Sultan. This was a prince 
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the Seljukian dynafty, named Sanjar^ a great 
admirer of the fine arts : he approved the work 
of JinDeri, whom be*invitcd,to hrs palace, and 
raifed him even to the firft honours of the 
ftate. He foifnd many other poets at court, 
among w'hom ware Seaman, Zehir, and Rejhidi*, 
all men of wit and genius, but each eminent in 
a different way ; the firll for, the delicacy of his 
LyriCk verfes, the fecond, for the moral ten- 
'dency of his poems, and the third, for 'the chaf* 
tity of his compolitions; a* Virtue, which his 
predeceffors and contem'poraries were too apt to 
ncgledl. . 

J3at of all the cities in .the Verjian Empire, 
nond h'js given birth to more ekeelient poets 
than Shiraz j which my noble and learned 
friend •Biron Revizki juftly calls •“ the Athens 
“ of Perlia-j'.” a native of this city, 

flourilhcd in the thirteenth cenfurji, wheh the 
Atabe^s of Phrfijlah encouraged men of learn- 
ing in their principality : ,his life was almoft 
wholly fpent’in travel;* but no man, who en- 
joyed the greateft leifure, -ever .left behind him 
more valuable fruits of his genius arid induftry. 
A fine manufeript, about two hundred years 


and ^ 


.t See Specimen Foeseos Ferdcce, VindoWae 1^71^ 
page xviii. - 
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old, was lately put into my hands, containing ft 
complete collcdlion of his “works; among which 
are feveral ’ph'ccs, both ' in verl'c and p rofe, 
which have never been mentioned by the Scho- 
lars of Europe. The following extrad: from 
his Gulijian, or Bed of" Rofes, will (how h w 
the Perjian and Arabick languages were mixed 
together in his ago: 








C ^cX>cX'cX> c^C l 

_;«A ^ Ji U 


oJy j! [y 

‘33a V * 
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u. I 

I Jm,x^ L> 

^ ' w-^Xxj Li^o C^^ ^jcXi v.-^-’iaJ tji 


<XxlaS 

e^ci^ cXiitlxj I^JLiuajcXAj 

;r> 

• * 0 >aj iAjXxf^ 

*\J^y i^y::L, ^ 

^^rsjr^ cXiiiUj Lj li' 

<Xj||>^oi 1^ c\nwIj L^ 
i^jJ^ c:\aknJ 




that is; “ My Companion oft .reproaches me 
“ for^my love of Lfij^. * Will he never behold* 
*‘ her charms, that myexcufe may be accepted ? 
“ Would to heaven,, that they, who blame me 
“ for mypaffion, could fee-t^ face, 'O thou ra- , 
“ vhher of hearts ! that" at the light of thee, 
.‘\they might be confounded, and inadvertently 
cut their lieadvS mftead of the Fruity which 


F F 2 
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^^thcyhold^. Tluu hafl: no compaffion for 
** my difonicT: my, comp^fnion 'fl;ou!d be af- 
flifted with theofaiT.c malady, tbnt^I n ight 
** fit all day repeating my tale to hiir; for two 
pieces of wood burn together u ith a brighter 
** flame, The fong of the turtle dove pafles 
‘‘ not unobiervcd by my ear; and if the dove 
‘‘could hear my firain, file would join^KT 
“ complaints with mine. O my friends, fay 
“ to them, who are free from lov e /In^^ve ^ijh 
you knew^ what pujfcs in the neurt of a lover! 
“ The pain of illnefs alFects not thtan, 'vvlio arc 
“ in health: I will not diiclofe my grief but to 
“ thofe, who have ‘failed the fame. ofHid:iop. 

‘ ‘ It were fruiilefs to talk of an hornet to them, 
“ who never felt its fling. While thy mind is 
■“ not affeded like mine, the relation of my 
“ forrow feems gnly an idle talc. Compare 
“ not my angnifii to the cares of another man; 
“ he only holds the filt in his hand, but it is I, 
“ who bear the woiu>d in my body/’ 

The fame city had f he. honour of producing, 
in the founeenth centurf the moft elegant 
Lyrick Poet of Afia^ Sbemfccldwy fnrname 
HAFEZ \ on whofe life and produdions it is 
the lefs neceflar y^to e.xpatiate, becaufc the Ba- 


* Alluding to a llory ir. the Alcoran, 
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ron beforr mentioned has ci'hauftcd the fubjeft 
in /lis J^!:Lrhncn of Persian Pcelry^ and will, it is 
to be Jiopcd*, he ncriiiadcd to complete that 
moil: Ic rn 'd the fliort intervals of lei- 

fi.rc, w. '‘::b irs iinport^nt affairs will allow him*. 
It ir' fu!ly.fi>ificicnt, thmfore, to tranferibe 
tv^^ ;i bus G( 7 : 7 ::i/s qx ^ Afigcrcontick Odcs-y the 
^vhich wns chofen, on account of the 
Ardhjih verfc's intc-rwoven in it, and the fecond, 
for iV' cxqui’jte, beauty, 'which nval^cs it a ge- 
nuine eyamplc of the true Shirazian dialed:. 


U-’Uj Aaawj nS 

. . . w ^ 

> U ^4>Ui2.l! 

• Cr^- <y 

• 

* i * ^—^11 s ^ > 

* A*-* oj^ 

. .jj'iy eXj! 

L? ^"1 
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b aIM I^jU 

J^J^- ^ f- 

LjjLi yOU Idilcs^ 


A PERSIAN SONO. 

“ The dawn advances veiled with rofes. 
“ Bring the morning draught, iny friends, the 
“morning draught!" The dew-drops trickle 
*‘ over the cheek t)f the tulip. Bring tli.? 

wine, my dear companions, bring the wdne! 
“ A gale of paradife breathes from the garden: 

drink then incclTantly the pure wine. 'The 
“ rofe fpireads her emerald shronc in the bower. 

Reach tlie liquor, ihat fparkles like a flaming 
“ ruby. Are tl.i \ iR'd fliut up in the i anouct- 
houfe? Open, O t-i ou keeper 'of the gate. 
“ It is fl range, at fucli a feafen, that tlie door 
“ of the tavern Ihould' oT -ocked. ,Oh, hadlcn! 
** O thou, who art in love, dri..k wane with 
“ eagernefs; and you, who are endued with 
“ wifdom, ‘offer your vows to Heaven. Imitate 
“ Hafez, and d.uik kiffes, fv.eet as wine, from 
“ the Idheek of a damfel, fair as a nymph of 
“ para/hfe.” 
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Ia^j! aJj 

aJ cXa^ A-5^ Iaj ^ 

.Ij cXazsT? Lj’ c:.»Lolla 

c^A^iL\j>A aA JLj^ 

O^O '» — ^ aT* O 


• J.^'» Ll^vi^ 


o 




C ^'C A.-'‘ *Aw 

C V 




, CX»ma,) i 0> , ’■ ^'i«.:i^ AJ* . ajm fIcXxj 

-v ^ ^ ^ ^ - ••■ 

Ctjs* c2i w.l lw-A.Ajgg I ', I 


■m <• 




I , / 

J l i> Aw,p ,«!. J 

-7 r> <;♦>•.• y* 


C^j ^•''^'^v.'J <^^''' J- 

L«i^\«K.'V ^ ^ '■'•* * ^ ^ ^ >J ' A,J^ I vA »-5 

Vr^- ^ y-. • y ^ 

U\^ ^ Laa< »AJ 

-Aa::? i! eSL> 

.. •• ‘ V -^ * 

k • • 

(^( ocA^fcA <A vAJ ^ 






0.^. .o" Jo' " 

/ ^J ^.CJ ^ f.' viu? J ( >i! 3 

jJLd ^^Iajskj A^cti L» 


mU- 7-’-* c^'^ilLx) <IXm <js!ci iO 


*Ol5 


o 


C;!/ 


O f -X I 


c-N^Oo 4 AO 


'■yy *• 



410 


THEfHISTORY OF 


cXjI A-5^ ' 

iS[y^ lJw.^ 

^^UiAaJ C^v^cXzSI'^ A!) 

( CXKNlA.>UvSivJ 4#. 4 vNhrf JJXnKj! ^OIa^I 

SP ^ 

cXa>jo I Ouij 42L 3 ,::sz'^ OvJcXi::;^ i£i 

^ < ;.v 

# 

x^notlier, by the' f:unc. 


Rife, boy; for tlie cup of tiie tulip i.s full 
of winr. When will this f riftuefs c,nd ? 
how long vvill rhefe fcruples lafe? No more 
of this pride and difJain; for time lias focn 
the crown of Cf -^/jr humbfVi, and the, diadem 
‘‘ of Cyrus bent to tlu' ground. Oh ! bo v^ ife; 
for the bird of tlie mol'ning is intoxicated 
with '}ove.*‘ Oh, a\N akc ! for , the llcep of 
“ eternity is juft before you. ITov/ gracefully 
thou inoveft, O fwcet branch of a vernal 
plant! May the cold wind of December new'r 

■*■ ■ " •■-•at ' 

“ nil' thy buds ! "'i'hcio is no rdi.uice on the 
fit V ours • of Fortune or her .d.ccitfuS finllcs, 
“ Oil ! wo to him, who thinks hlinfclf fecure 
“ from her trquch'rry. To-niorron’, perhaps, 
“ the ftream oV'CutHer, and the girls of para- 
di c vvill be prepared for usj but to-day alfo 
enjoy a damfel bright as the moon, and 
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“ quaff the wine from the full cup. The 2Je- 
“ phyr/^«;^^y reminds us of our youth f Sabi)', 
“ bring us the wine, boy, which may refrefh 
“ our fouls, and difj5el our furrow. 

“ Admire nof*thc Splendour and dignity of 
“ the rofe ; for, the wind will foon fcatter all 
“ bw leave'!, and fpreaA them beneath our feet. 

Bring a larger cup to the memory of Hatem 
“ Tdi*'-, that v/c may fold up (TaiJ the gloomy 
“ volume of thofe, who* wa/it.genero^lity. This 
“ wine, .which gives a. lively tint to the Arga- 
van (a^ purpl' flower),^ communicates its 
“ fwjeet nature from my beloved’s chc*ck to her 
“heart.. Attend; for the ‘tnuftcians of the 
“ bower liRve begun their concert, joining the 
“ notes of the lute and harp to j;he melody of 
“ the dulcimer and flute. Brjng thy Sofa into 
“ the garden, for, hie adriv^' attendants, the 
“ cyprefs flands before us, an3 the grSen reed 
“ has"^ tucked up his girdle. O Hafez, the 
“ fame of thy fweet alluring forcery has reached 
from, the extremity qC and Rum, to the 
“ limiis of Ch'na and Egypt'' ’ 

There is nothing, which affords a -ftronger 
proof of the excellence of \!pcf‘erjian tongue, 
thait, that it rcmained.unct!)TTLi|rii^d after the ir- 
nuption of the Tartars, who, ai different times. 


An Arabian Prince, celebrated for his extreme liberality. 
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and under various leaders, made themfelves. 
mailers of Perfia\ for the Tartar mi princes, 
and chiefly Tamerlane, who was, a patron of 
Hafez, were fo fer from difeoyraging, polite 
letters, like the Goths and Huns, that they 
adopted even the language and religion of the 
conquered country, and ^promoted the fine^ arts 
with a boundlefs munificence: and one of tfiem, 
who founded the Mogul Empire in Hindojlan, 
introduced the Pe^Ji^n literature into his dosni- 
nions, where it flouriihes to this day; and all 
the letters from the Indian governors are written 
in the lat>guage (I do not fay, in the fiyle) of 
Sadi, The Turks- themfelves improved their 
harih dialed: by mixing it with the Perjian ; 
and Mahomed II. who took ConfantinopLe in the 
middle of the Jifteenth Century, was a protedor 
of the P erf an poets: amor/g thefe was Noured- 
dtn JAMI, whofe poem on the loves of fofeph 
and Zelikha is one of the fineft-compofitions I 
ever read. The fallowing defeription will 
ferve as a fpcckncn of his elegant ftyle : 


OJcXxi^ j\ 
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iSjJ^ V' 

a^Laaj 

• • ds ^ 

L. 'ys:'® J^^ ^JJ b 

^ •p % 

Cs^j /Ai^^c-Xro 

c,\'t.'.uj (jiU,;b y 

, •^* #• *• 

C.V?0!c 3 t\>jg^^ ^4 wwA^kwu\j 

^ C^TjjU-Xj <w^’i >>>.AN^ ^jy J\ ^jLiii 

• ^ • • 

c2i tA^Wv-bs..) (**^^* 

. «5-X..> ®t^ VjS ^iAlo^l 

“ Tn the morning^whcn the raven of.night 
“ had floNs n ?.\vav, the bird of’ dawn Began to 
“ liii^; tlie nightingales warbled their enchant- 
“ ine notes, and rent the fthin veils of the rofe- 
“ bud and the role: the iafmiiK; ftood loathed in 
“ deWj*and th’e violet a4l'o fprintlcd his fragrant 
“ locks. At thia time Zeii/iha .was funk in 
“ pleafing llumlxT; her heart was turned to- 
“ wards the; altar of her facred ylSon *. It was 


. *A meta- Jr taken from *thc euftom, 'which prevails among 
Mahomedans^ of turning their# faced^ when they pray, towards the 
temple of JNJccea. 
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“ not flcep; it was rathVr a confufed idea: it 
“ was a kind^of pllt'enzy^caufed by hcr^nightly 
“ melancholy, rfcr daniiels, touched her 'feet 
“ with their faces; her rftaideps approached, 
“ and kiiicd her hand. Then /lie removed the 
“ veil from her cl«eck, like a t^ilip befjarinkled 
“ with dew; flie opened her eyes, yc^ dim^jth 

llcep. From the border of her mantle the 
“ fun and moon arofi-; flie raifed her head from 
“ the couch, andjowlted aroun/1 on every fide.” 

This poem contains about four thoufand 
couplets, and deferves to he tranlliitcd into ^very 
European language: 'though I fliall have lu itlTer 
time nor inclination to tranilatc it iwfclf, yet I 
may perhaps be induced, fomc years hence, to 
prefeiit the Original to the learned world, which 
any m3n, who has the advantage of greater Ici- 
fure, mdy take the pains to .interpret. 

In the fame Century with ya^'ni, flourillled a 
poet named C^TEBL.who was highly honoured 
at the court of Mirza loratim, one of MTamer- 
lane’s defeerdants. HerLcldt tells d very 

pleafing llory.of this w'riter, .which defcfves a 
place in' this efi'ay; though, in order to under- 
lland ct, we miflbri'^’member, that the Perjiara 
frequently end'^ their cou,plets with the fame 
w'hich is often continued through a long 
poem; but in that cafe, the rhyme falls upon 
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the preceding fyllabl^'. “ Catehi, fays he, 
having comppfed ^an Ekgy, each verfe ol 
“ v\'hicti«nclcd with»fl}ie wJrid, Gu/, a rofe, or 
“ any jlomer^ Vepoated it to die prince Ibrahim^ 
“ his Patron ; 'who, being extremely delighted 
“with it, coitkknot forbear interrupting him, 
“ by faying, Fbom nabat bo'xer did this tuneful 
“ fiigbthigale {m&anmg''the <lioct J take its flight? 
“ that is, without a metaphor. In nsebat city 
•ct >ipfre you born? to which Catehi, wifhout he- 
“ fitation, replied in a c5up!ct*of the fame mea- 
“ fure with poeni, and with the fame 
“ rhyme^^as if he had only continued to read 
“ his' Elecrv : ' 

jhcj 

'i 

“ that is, Like Attar *, I came from the rofe- 
“ garAen s/ Niniaporj '6i// I am only the thorn of 
“ that garden, and Attar %vas its snoft beautiful 
'’flotcerA 

. • 

This* diftich, though delivered extern pore, is 
at lead: equal to any of the red ’in fpirit and 
elegance. The poem confids of about thirty- 
five couplets, the fil’d qf which /ithe fallowing: 


Altar a Persian pod:, author of the Paidndma, 
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cXa^o U JU 

Ml If f i.* » ^ . db 


jUoj^I (^jl 




r:3CV^ 


that is ; Again the rofe advances towards the 
hozver with an htimjred leaves \ like the narciJJ'us^ 
it is a charming ohjeB to every difcerning eye.. 


In the fixteenth and feventeenth Centuries^ 
under th^e family of Seji^ the Pcrfian lan.jnacje 
began to lofe its ancient purity, and even to 
borrow fome of its terms from the Turkipy 
which was commonly fpoken at Court. As to 
the modern dialcft, no fpccimen of it ncc^da be 
produced, fince the Life of Nader Shdhy whicli 
was written in Perfian ab^ut fourteen years 
ago, and tranflated into French by the author 
of this Volume, may be confultcd in the origi- 
nal by the leiri^ed reader. 


END OF THE THIRD VOLUME,, 








